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Dear Marshall,
It’s been a true pleasure to know you throughout my tenure as director of
the Population Studies Center and in my current capacity as director of
the Institute for Social Research. For decades, I’ve seen your philanthropy
empower extraordinary young people to pursue opportunities that would
have been otherwise out of reach. Thanks to your generosity, insight, and
all that you’ve made possible for our students, our training program has
become an international leader for future population studies researchers.
Your support continues to provide opportunities that foundationally
transform lives and careers here at the University of Michigan and beyond.
In the following pages, I hope you’ll enjoy reading about where some of your
respected Weinberg Awardees are in their lives and in their careers. I hope
that you’ll find joy in the knowledge that their successes are thanks in part
to your investment in them.
Thank you for your ongoing support of our efforts and for your unrivalled
commitment to training future leaders in social science and
population-based research.

With thanks,

David Lam
Director, Institute for Social Research
Professor, Department of Economics
University of Michigan
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THE WEINBERG EFFECT
For over 15 years, Marshall Weinberg—through several endowed funds at ISR—has empowered
exceptional graduate students, post-doctoral fellows, junior faculty, and foreign colleagues at the
University of Michigan’s Population Studies Center. In the years since Marshall established these
endowments, the annual Weinberg prizes, awards and fellowships have supported dozens of exceptional graduate students in the program. That support allows them to participate in professional
conferences, establish a global purview through international travel, and acquire the equipment,
software, and experience that turn theory into transformative research. Funds have also provided
crucial aid for those who experience unforeseen circumstances and expenses, ensuring that
population studies scholars at ISR are supported in their time of need.
Marshall Weinberg’s vision and support have ensured that U-M’s Institute for Social Research
maintains a global presence, sending students and faculty far beyond the boundaries of the United States. With scholars dedicated to solving thorny issues in population, economic development,
climate change, and more, Weinberg has afforded dozens of bright young scholars the ability to
positively influence a complex, globalized world. Weinberg Fellows and Awardees have gone on to
successful careers around the globe, conducting research that truly moves the needle in society.
These are but a few of the many scholars and young professionals who wish to share their thanks.

THE WEINBERG EFFECT
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P OPU L AT IO N DY NA MICS & C LIMAT E C H A NG E SC H O LA RS

James Allen

Jonathan Sullivan

Xiao Wang

Calli VanderWilde

Stefania Almazán Casali

Vincent Battista

Christoph Nolte

Sara Meerow

Jennifer Zavaleta

Lauren Schmitt

Divya Solomon

THE WEINBERG EFFECT

MARSHALL WEINBERG’S IMPACT
IN THE POPULATION DYNAMICS
& CLIMATE CHANGE PROGRAM
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VINCENT M. BATTISTA
PH. D. CAND I DAT E I N B I OLOG I CA L ANT H RO PO LO GY
UN I V ERS I T Y OF M I C H I GA N

I am currently completing my Ph.D.
research. To date, I have gathered
skeletal metric data for a number
of populations that have survived in
marginal environments despite rapid
climate change. I will be completing
this aspect of my project no later than
August 2019. Most importantly, I have
curated a database of several thousands
of genomes from populations living
in these same regions of the planet.
By combining skeletal and genetic data,
my work greatly enhances our understanding of how past climate influences
population variation, genetics, and thus
human health and demography in these
high-latitude zones. Marshall’s support
has been tremendous. It not only has
provided me with scientific equipment,
but also has offered tremendous
career-building and opportunities.
Vincent M. Battista

I wish Marshall the best, and offer my most sincere thanks.
Without his help, it’s unlikely that I’d have made this much
progress on my research.

THE WEINBERG EFFECT

DIVYA SOLOMON
S EAS 2 N D Y E A R
U- M SC H OOL FOR E N VI RON M E N T AND SUSTA INA B ILIT Y

I am a doctoral student at SEAS from
India. Before joining U-M I worked as a
researcher in India, primarily studying
the vulnerability and adaptation of
agricultural systems to climate change.
I decided to join SEAS for my doctoral
studies because of the interdisciplinary
faculty and commitment to policy-relevant social research. Rural communities
continue to be generalised as marginalised and lacking agency. Through my
research, I intend to highlight the novel
ways in which these communities can
organise and leverage scarce resources
to manage risks. Through this, I hope
to identify key entry points for policy
to strengthen and facilitate these
processes. Although migration crucial
to agrarian livelihoods in India remains
largely understudied, primarily due to
the lack of quality data, I will use your
grant for my primary data collection.
That data will be invaluable not only for
my own research, but for other scholars
interested in studying migration in India.

I would like to sincerely thank Mr. Marshall Weinberg for his
grant, which will help fund my field work for summer 2019.

Divya Solomon
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JENNIFER ZAVALETA CHEEK
POST D O CTORA L R ES E A RC H F E L LOW
UN I V ERS I T Y OF I L L I N OI S

I am graduating this summer with a
Ph.D. from the University of Michigan.
My dissertation is about food security in
India and the role of women in ensuring
food security for the family. I work
closely with four local NGOs and hope
to return to share results with them. I
would hope that future funding would
be available, not only to collect data, but
to share the results as well. I will start
a postdoc at the University of Illinois
to study how to most efficiently invest
in biodiversity conservation. This work
will refer to a global data set and also
specifically in Bhutan, Madagascar,
and Peru.
Jennifer Zavaleta Cheek

I want to send my immense gratitude for the Marshall Weinberg Population, Development, and Climate Change Fellowship. Your generous fellowship allowed me the opportunity
to pursue novel research that has the potential to meaningfully impact a vulnerable group of people.

THE WEINBERG EFFECT

STEFANIA ALMAZÁN-CASALI
PH. D. CAND I DAT E
U- M SC H OOL FOR E N VI RON M E N T A ND SUSTA INA B ILIT Y

My research focuses on understanding the interactions between human
decision-making, power dynamics,
and natural resource use. I follow a
mixed-methods approach to provide
insights on the key motivations and
conditions guiding the distribution and
governance of natural resources.
My approach combines surveys, behavioral experiments, and modelling tools
such as agent-based models.
My upcoming research explores the
effects of climate change perceptions
on water allocation and investment
decisions in a river-basin committee in
South-East Brazil. My research seeks
to enhance the evaluation of trade-offs
associated with water management
decisions by highlighting the potential
outcomes of different investment
policies. I strongly believe my research
would lack certain depth and relevance
had I pursued a merely theoretical
approach. Direct interaction with river
basin managers in Sao Paulo, Brazil

Without Marshall’s support I would not have gone to Brazil
and performed interviews with the river basin managers
featured in my research. His support made the applied
component of my research possible.

provided me with a greater level of
understanding and nuance about the
complex circumstances surrounding
water governance in the region.
Stefania Almazán-Casali
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SARA MEEROW
ASS I STAN T P ROF ESSOR
AR I ZO N A STAT E U N I VE RS I T Y

My research focuses on how cities can
be made more resilient in the face of
climate change and other hazards. I also
teach courses on urban sustainability
and resilience. For example, I teach a
popular introductory Sustainable Cities
class that has several hundred students
each semester. Marshall’s funding
allowed me to make a preliminary
fieldwork trip to Manila during the first
summer of my Ph.D. The trip had a big
impact on shaping my Ph.D. research.
I went back twice during my doctorate
and that research was part of my dissertation. I published a paper in the journal
Environment and Planning A in 2017
that drew on some of the interviews I
conducted that summer.
Sara Meerow

Thank you for continuing to support students doing
important environmental research!

THE WEINBERG EFFECT

XIAO WANG
CAN D I DAT E I N SOC I OLOGY
U- M D EPART M E N T OF SOC I OLOGY

My present research aims to understand the impact of air pollution on the
health of the aging population in China,
given China is among the countries
facing the most severe challenge in
tackling the two problems at the same
time. I plan to use longitudinal survey
data that tracks aging outcomes among
middle-aged and older adults by measuring biomarkers that reflect organ
functioning and frailty. A vital contribution of my research is harnessing the
impact of global climate change on local
abnormal atmospheric phenomenons
as a nonhuman factor in air quality. It
will help me disentangle the effect of air
pollution on population health from the
effect of economic development, given
in developing countries air pollution
is usually associated with economic
development and income growth. Understanding health cost of air pollution
in an aging society supports not only
policy and individual behavior change,
but also global climate change. This link

Knowing how important it is to understand the health cost
of air pollution among older adults in an aging society, I am
very grateful to have this opportunity to work on it thanks
to the Marshall Weinberg Fellowship.

is particularly valid for China, since past
studies have shown China’s air pollution is itself responsible for masking a
considerable proportion of greenhouse
gas forcing in the past century.
Xiao Wang
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JONATHAN SULLIVAN
PHD CAN DI DAT E
UN I V ERS I T Y OF M I C H I GA N

I research the impact of large-scale
natural resource investments in sub-Saharan Africa and their impact on land
change and human well-being. My
research aims to contribute to debates
on the environmental and livelihood
impacts of private sector investment
in agricultural land in Tanzania and
Ethiopia. The results of our studies will
be broadly relevant to development
policies across sub-Saharan Africa that
increasingly seek ceding control of land
to private investors at the cost of smallholder farmers.
Jonathan Sullivan

Your support was the catalyst to it all and has given me
an important vantage point to situate my research amidst
development policies in sub-Saharan Africa and the
motivation to see it through.

THE WEINBERG EFFECT

CHRISTOPH NOLTE
ASS I STAN T P ROF ESSOR
BOSTO N U N I VE RS I T Y

I identify opportunities for cost-effective long-term nature conservation on
private lands in the Americas. I am the
lead developer of PLACES, a database
of tens of millions of private properties of conservation interest in 1800
counties in the U.S., fusing 40 years of
satellite imagery with real estate data,
census data, and ecological information
to maximize the impact of long-term
conservation investments. I also help
donors improve the effectiveness of
their conservation investments in
biodiversity hotspots in South America,
notably in Chile, Colombia, Dominican
Republic, Ecuador, and Guatemala.
Marshall’s support was key for investing in a dataset tailored to assess the
impact of mitigating climate change on
population and poverty in the Brazilian
Amazon. This is an analysis that conservation scholars have been wanting to
conduct for decades. I handed over the
dataset built with Marshall’s support to
a current Ph.D. student who is continu-

The future of threatened ecosystems depends on
well-targeted support of individuals like yourself. I hope
that your generosity will help many promising young
scholars work towards insights that can resolve society’s
most pressing problems.

ing to work on resolving the issues we
found. In short, I am incredibly grateful
for Marshall’s support.
Christoph Nolte
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CALLI VANDERWILDE
PH. D. PR E- CA N D I DAT E
U- M SC H OOL FOR E N VI RON M E N T A ND SUSTA INA B ILIT Y

I am researching the social and environmental implications stemming from
cattle operations in Brazil. By tracing
beef from production to consumer, I
hope to gain a better understanding
of how decision makers can develop
strategies, interventions, and policies
to transition us towards sustainable
agri-food systems. Understanding how
a case study supply chain alters the
social, economic, and environmental
processes that contribute to the integrity of the social-ecological systems at
each node will help identify key areas for
intervention. Generating transparency
in operations amongst supply-chain
actors—that is a greater understanding
of the web of connections between
nodes—is essential if we are to improve
sustainability management of supply
chains. Marshall’s support allowed me
to take a first go at implementing the
“social life cycle assessment” framework that I am now working to refine
as part of my doctoral research.

A most heartfelt THANK YOU for the generosity you have
shown me and countless others. I am working to “leave my
mark” in shaping a more sustainable future and your support has helped me get a jump start.

His generosity has been instrumental
in the development of my current
academic path.
Calli VanderWilde

THE WEINBERG EFFECT

JAMES ALLEN
PH. D. ST UDE N T
UN I V ERS I T Y OF M I C H I GA N

I am finishing my third year and will
soon be a Ph.D. candidate in public
policy and economics. My required
third-year paper, which found that
overlap in the school and farming
calendars in Malawi negatively affected
students’ grade advancement, won the
Department of Economics’ Outstanding
Third Year Paper Award. I plan to use
my remaining fellowship to start international work in South Africa and Mali.
In South Africa, I will study whether the
effects of negative weather shocks on
educational attainment and migration
are temporary or persistent. In Mali, I
intend to lay the foundation for future
research projects relating to girls’
education in rural areas impacted by
climate change. By providing me with
the resources to act on big research
questions, this fellowship enables me
to kick-off my research career in a
meaningful way, allowing me to build
my professional network and quickly
gain experience researching complex

I am incredibly grateful for the opportunities this fellowship
continues to offer. Thank you for your continued generous
support to both myself, specifically, and the Institute for
Social Research!

and important topics like demography,
development, and climate change.
James Allen
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PO PU LAT IO N ST U DIES SC H O LA RS

Emily Beam

Joshua Greenberg

Zheng Mu

Prem Bhandari

Sarah Gutin

Christopher Near

Michael Booth

Katrina Hauschildt

Johannes Norling

Sarah Brauner-Otto

Brad Hershbein

Rachael Pierotti

Lauren Brown

Jessica Hoel

Meeta Pradhan

Elizabeth Bruch

Landon Hughes

Giovanni Roman-Torres

Sarah Burgard

Sun-Jae Hwang

Daniel Schaffa

Tanya Byker

Lisbeth Iglesias-Rios

Lauren Schmitz

Siwei Cheng

Lucie Kalousova

Kristin Seefeldt

Nell Compernolle

Jason Kerwin

Isaac Sorkin

Taryn Dinkelman

Alexandra Killewald

Jeffrey Swindle

Holly Donahue Singh

Brian Kovak

Ben Thompson

Valentina Duque

Yasamin Kusunoki

Tarlise Townsend

Linnea Evans

Qing Lai

Emily Treleaven

Elly Field

Margaret (Gretchen) Lay

Nathalie Williams

Anne Fitzpatrick

Aresha Martinez-Cardoso

Dean Yang

Jessica Gillooly

Emily Merchant

Mike Zabek

Susan Godlonton

Colter Mitchell

Yang Zhang

Andrew Goodman-Bacon

Paul Mohnen

Laura Zimmerman

THE WEINBERG EFFECT

MARSHALL WEINBERG’S IMPACT
IN THE POPULATION STUDIES CENTER
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LAUREN L. SCHMITZ
POST D O CTORA L R ES E A RC H F E L LOW
UN I V ERS I T Y OF M I C H I GA N

My work utilizes social, genomic, and
epigenomic data from population-based
longitudinal studies to examine how
inequalities in the social environment
shape disparities in health and
socioeconomic attainment. My current
project, “The Influence of Early-life
Economic Shocks on Long-Term
Outcomes: Evidence from the U.S. Great
Depression,” assesses the long-term
impact of in-utero or early-life exposure
to the Great Depression. We are able to
show that physical health, psychological
well-being, and productivity around retirement age were affected by exposure
to harsh economic conditions in early
life. Marshall’s support made it possible
to collect historical data on economic
conditions during the Great Depression.
This was a time-consuming process
that required the creation of electronic
records from PDFs of historical documents. The funds allowed us to hire an
undergraduate research assistant from
the Department of Economics to help

Thank you for your generous support of our research!

us with data collection. It also gave this
student valuable research experience.
Lauren L. Schmitz

THE WEINBERG EFFECT

BRAD HERSHBEIN
S EN I O R ECON OM I ST A N D D I R ECTO R O F INFO R MAT IO N A ND CO MMU NICAT IO N SERVICES
W. E. UPJ O H N I N ST I T U T E FOR E M P LOY MENT R ESEA RC H

As a researcher, my work focuses
on how institutional changes—from
the rising cost of higher education
to changing technology—affect the
economic well-being of different types
of workers. I’ve examined how a universal college scholarship affects college
enrollment and degree attainment for
different groups of students, how the
Great Recession permanently affected
the types of skills employers demanded
from new workers, and the nature and
prevalence of nontraditional work arrangements. Much of my ongoing work
continues this vein, looking at the longterm impact of recessions on workers
and places, how firm concentration in
labor markets affects wages and skill
demand, and how universal scholarships affect workforce outcomes. It’s
been quite gratifying that others are
also interested in these issues, and my
work has appeared in well-regarded
academic journals as well as national
newspapers, like the New York Times

I’m extraordinarily grateful for the support Marshall provided, and I am committed to paying it forward by making my
own contributions to the scholarship so that other student
researchers have the same opportunity I did.

and Washington Post. I’ve also been
able to advise policymakers from local,
state, and federal governments on the
implications of my research.
Brad Hershbein
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QING LAI
ASS I STAN T P ROF ESSOR OF SOC I OLO GY
FLO R I DA I N T E R N AT I ON A L U N I VE RS IT Y

I teach sociology and quantitative
methods. My research focuses on the
Muslim population in China, including
the internal heterogeneity, and their
relations with the Han majority and the
Chinese state. In 2003, I was awarded
your travel grant, which enabled me
to access the Chinese census data in
Beijing. Since then, I have been using
census data to study Chinese Muslims
from a demographic angle. As surveys
on China’s ethnoreligious issues are
very rare, census data provide valuable
information for my quantitative research
on Chinese Muslims.
Qing Lai

Thank you for your support!

THE WEINBERG EFFECT

ZHENG MU
ASS I STAN T P ROF ESSOR
N AT I O N AL U N I VE RS I T Y OF S I N GA P O RE

I am currently working on projects
examining heterogeneities in the
mechanisms and outcomes of Chinese
migrants’ and Chinese Muslims’ marital
behaviors. I wish to gain a fuller understanding of families and marriages as an
inequality-generating mechanism.
Zheng Mu

I got started with my first research project ever with
Marshall’s generous support!
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SIWEI CHENG
ASS I STAN T P ROF ESSOR
N EW YO R K U N I VE RS I T Y

I conduct research on social inequality,
demography, and statistical methodology. My research work takes advantage
of big data and advanced machine
learning and computational methods to
understand the opportunity structure
that individuals face in their career
trajectories—and how it influences
social inequality on a broader scale.
Another line of my work uses experimental methods for understanding
the factors underlying Americans’ lack
of support for redistributive policy.
In addition to doing research, I am also
involved in teaching these topics at both
the undergraduate and graduate level.
Marshall’s generous support helped me
secure funding for my graduate study
at the Institute for Social Research at
the University of Michigan. With his gift,
I was able to concentrate more on my
dissertation project without a financial
burden and pursue a career
in academia.

Thank you again for your generosity and support!

Siwei Cheng

THE WEINBERG EFFECT

JASON KERWIN
ASS I STAN T P ROF ESSOR OF A P P L I E D ECO NO MICS
UN I V ERS I T Y OF M I N N ESOTA

I am a development economist: I
research poverty and social problems in
the world’s poorest places—and how to
fix them. My work focuses primarily on
credit and savings and education. I also
work on HIV prevention. My research
has helped raise funds to teach tens
of thousands of Ugandan children to
read and provided insights to improve
anti-poverty programs around the
world. I continue to work in Malawi and
Uganda and have a new project in India.
The Weinberg scholarship helped pay
for my dissertation fieldwork on
responses to HIV risks in Malawi.
It is hard to overstate how important
the funding was. That paper was the
core of my dissertation and the paper
that got me my current job. I am
now happily married to an amazing
academic who also works at the
University of Minnesota, and we have
an amazing baby daughter. None of that
would have been possible without the
funding that let me pay for this project.

Thank you so much for doing what you do.

Jason Kerwin
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MEETA S. PRADHAN
D EV ELO PM E N T CON SU LTA N T A N D RESEA RC H ER

Between 2014 and 2018, I served as
director of the Mountain Institute’s
Himalayan Program based in Nepal.
Our work focused on the communities
in high mountain areas, with programs
in climate change adaptation, livelihood
support, and cultural restoration.
Remote pockets of high mountain communities are often left behind despite
being some of the most culturally rich
yet economically poor areas. Since July
2018, I am working independently as a
development consultant and researcher. I am currently engaged in a study
entitled “A State of Social Inclusion
in Nepal” with professors from the
Central Department of Anthropology
at Tribhuvan University in Nepal. I am
the gender equality and social inclusion
advisor to the study, which is the second
of its kind. It looks into the state of
social, economic, cultural, and political
exclusion, disaggregated by caste and
ethnicity. Marshall’s support gave me an
opportunity to focus on my academics,

I would like to thank Marshall once again and hope that
many other students will continue to benefit from his
generosity in the coming days.

thus leading to timely completion of my
degree, which enabled me to return to
my home country soon to be with my
aging parents.
Meeta S. Pradhan

THE WEINBERG EFFECT

VALENTINA DUQUE
ASS I STAN T P ROF ESSOR
UN I V ERS I T Y OF SY D N EY

I am a faculty member at the School
of Economics since July 2018, where
I teach, mentor students, and do
research. My fields of research are in
health economics, economic development, and public policy. My work has
been published in both economics and
medical journals. My co-author Lauren
Schmitz and I are very grateful with
the generous support of the Marshall
Weinberg Endowment. This support has
enabled us to develop our paper titled
“The Influence of Early-life Economic
Shocks on Long-Term Outcomes:
Evidence from the U.S. Great Depression,” which we have presented at
various conferences. In the paper, we
show that physical health, psychological
well being, and productivity around
retirement age varies with exposure
to economic conditions in early life.
In the context of an aging population,
identifying the degree to which early-life
factors influence health and economic
wellbeing is informative for policies that

Thanks so much for your support!

seek to raise long-term productivity
and reduce healthcare costs at later
stages in life.
Valentina Duque
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NELL COMPERNOLLE
POST D O CTORA L SC H OL A R
UN I V ERS I T Y OF C H I CAG O

I primarily work on two projects. One
is a longitudinal project in Malawi
that aims to understand how young
men and women approach romantic
relationships in the context of HIV and
AIDS. I employ quantitative strategies
to examine the association between
romantic relationship characteristics
and young men and women’s mental
health and healthcare utilization. The
second is a longitudinal project in rural
Nepal that aims to understand how
changing social and economic contexts
influence family life. I leverage these
complex data to understand how men’s
migration abroad influences men and
women’s relationship quality and, in a
new project, the health and well-being
of aging adults. Truly, the projects I am
working on today and the opportunities
I am enjoying now and in the near future
are a direct outcome of Marshall’s
support. The opportunity to design and
implement my own research project as
a graduate student has been instrumen-

Thank you so much for your generosity. I genuinely believe
your support of graduate students will have the ripple
effect you imagine.

tal for my early career.
Nell Compernolle

THE WEINBERG EFFECT

LISBETH IGLESIAS-RIOS
POST D O CTORA L R ES E A RC H F E L LOW
UN I V ERS I T Y OF M I C H I GA N

I am conducting a pilot study to assess
the working and living conditions of
migrant and seasonal farmworkers
in Michigan. My goal is to identify
indicators of labor exploitation and labor
trafficking in this very vulnerable population. Marshall’s support helped me
to finish one chapter of my dissertation
that was later on published as “Mental
health, violence and psychological
coercion among female and male
trafficking survivors in the greater
Mekong sub-region: a cross-sectional
study.” I hope this award is extended to
study vulnerable populations in the US
as well.
Lisbeth Iglesias-Rios

Thank you for your support!
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JOSHUA L. GREENBERG
M . D. & PH .D. CA N D I DAT E
UN I V ERS I T Y OF M I C H I GA N

I am currently working on my Ph.D.
thesis project in Uganda. I am working
jointly with the Office of the Prime
Minister and Progressive Health
Partnership, a community-based
non-profit organization that I co-founded. The project entails a pilot study of
two governance interventions: quarterly
citizen reporting meetings with local
leaders on the topic of health service
delivery and skills training for local
leaders on monitoring local government
health centers. Both interventions aim
to address widespread accountability
gaps in the public health sector, taking
advantage of the untapped potential of
local leaders to more effectively monitor
service provision at government health
centers. My initial travel to Uganda for
my thesis research was made possible
thanks to Mr. Weinberg’s support. His
support has been critical in enabling
the launch of my project. Given the
project’s unique approach and how
central I envision the project being in the

I am forever grateful for his generosity and for his commitment to my professional development. If ever possible, I
would be grateful to meet Mr. Weinberg one day to express
my gratitude to him directly.

growth of my career, it is difficult to put
the impact and value of Mr. Weinberg’s
support into words.
Joshua L. Greenberg

THE WEINBERG EFFECT

BRIAN KOVAK
ASSO C I AT E P ROF ESSOR OF ECON O MICS A ND PU B LIC PO LICY
CAR N EGI E M E L LON H E I N Z COL L EG E O F PU B LIC PO LICY

My research has focused on the effects
of trade policy on local labor markets, in
the hope of ensuring that the benefits
of international trade can be shared
more broadly. In a new set of projects I
am examining how emerging technologies are likely to change the types of
skills that employers will demand from
workers and how we might structure
unemployment insurance systems to
better serve workers who lose their
jobs due to international competition
or technological change. My research
has taken me to Brazil, China, Mexico,
and Portugal. The Weinberg fellowship
supported the paper that eventually
became my job market paper, which
served as the foundation for my
research program in recent years. The
Weinberg grant allowed me to focus
solely on this research, and it has had a
hugely favorable impact on my career.
I have recently been awarded tenure,
largely on the basis of the work that
emerged from the dissertation research

Thank you for your generosity in supporting graduate
students at the University of Michigan. I deeply appreciate it!

supported by the fellowship.
Brian Kovak
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JESSICA HOEL
ASS I STAN T P ROF ESSOR OF ECON O MICS
CO LO RAD O COL L EG E

I teach introductory economics, intermediate microeconomic theory, impact
evaluation in development economics,
and experimental and behavioral
economics. Right now I’m studying
how married couples make decisions
in Senegal, with a special focus on
polygynous families. I’ve recently
proposed a project to study married
couples in Colorado Springs, hoping to
think about how dual income families
with children are different from single
income families with stay-at-home
parents. I also work on agricultural
input counterfeiting in Uganda, and
have proposed a related project in
Tanzania. As a teacher-scholar, I work
hard to combine my research with my
teaching. Last fall I taught a class in
which students designed and ran an
experiment in Colorado as a full-class
group project. I had the opportunity to
meet Marshall for breakfast once.
I remember the conversation vividly. We
spoke about his work with the Center

I’m grateful for Marshall’s support, and more importantly,
his belief in the value of betting on a long shot. I was a long
shot. CRR was a long shot. I hope he feels like we paid off.

for Reproductive Rights, and I later met
a representative from CRR in Nairobi.
We spoke about Marshall and his impact
on our lives.
Jessica Hoel

THE WEINBERG EFFECT

DEAN YANG
PRO F ESSO R
PO PUL AT I O N ST U D I ES C E N T E R , I N ST IT U T E FO R SO C IA L RESEA RC H

My research is on the economics of
development in the world’s poor countries. I have ongoing research projects
on financial decision-making among the
poor, technology adoption, behavioral
biases in economic decision-making,
international migration, and migrant
remittances. In the past I have also
worked on health, disasters and risk,
international trade, and crime and
corruption. My research focuses on
numerous socially and economically
disadvantaged populations worldwide.
Marshall’s support was extremely
helpful in supporting the research on remittances and education in El Salvador.
In particular, it helped support the
graduate student who worked on the
project (Kate Ambler), and the project
was a stepping-stone for her job market
paper in the same context. Marshall’s
support ultimately led to the publication
of our study: Channeling Remittances
to Education: A Field Experiment among
Migrants from El Salvador.”

Thank you for all your generous support, Marshall!

Dean Yang
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MIKE ZABEK
ECO N O M I ST
F ED ERAL RES E RVE BOA R D

I am an economist in the research
section of the Division of Consumer
and Community Affairs at the Federal
Reserve Board. I am still actively
working on my research, which
explores people’s decisions to remain
in economically depressed areas and
the implications of these decisions
for local economies. This year I also
worked on the Survey of Household
Economic Decision Making, which asks
people about their financial lives. It got
some press with discussions about,
for example, many people’s difficulty
coming up with money for relatively
small expenses. For example, how they
would handle an unexpected $400
expense.
Mike Zabek

The Weinberg Fellowship was very valuable for developing my early research trajectory and getting my name out
there.

THE WEINBERG EFFECT

YASAMIN KUSUNOKI
ASS I STAN T P ROF ESSOR
UN I V ERS I T Y OF M I C H I GA N

Since my appointment as an assistant
professor at the School of Nursing
(UMSN) in September 2015, I have built
upon my existing nationally recognized
public health and social demographic
research on the correlates and consequences of sexual and reproductive
health behaviors. I developed that
research as a faculty associate at the
Population Studies Center and Survey
Research Center at the Institute for
Social Research. I am currently working
on a number of exciting projects, several
of which were inspired by the funding
from the Marshall Weinberg Endowment
in 2014. This funding helped support
two published papers in Demography
and Journal of Women’s Health, and one
manuscript recently given a revise and
resubmit. I continue to publish papers
using the Relationship Dynamics and
Social Life Study.
Yasamin Kusunoki

I am very grateful for the Weinberg award as it has led to
many wonderful opportunities!
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ALEXANDRA KILLEWALD
PRO F ESSO R OF SOC I OLOGY
H ARVAR D U N I VE RS I T Y

My research uses quantitative methods
to study inequality in the U.S., focusing
on the relationships among work, family,
and money. I investigate questions such
as how earnings and employment shape
women’s time in household labor, the
effect of marriage and parenthood on
workers’ wages, and how wealth persists
across generations. My research continues to be on the intersection between
work and family life for contemporary
American families.
Alexandra Killewald

The Weinberg Award that I received helped me just as I was
finishing my dissertation on that topic and allowed me to
attend professional conferences and buy some books that I
couldn’t otherwise afford as a graduate student.

THE WEINBERG EFFECT

TARYN DINKELMAN
ASSO C I AT E P ROF ESSOR , D E PA RT MENT O F ECO NO MICS
UN I V ERS I T Y OF N OT R E DA M E

I am a development economist who
studies labor markets and human
capital in developing countries, predominantly in Africa. My work identifies
specific barriers that prevent workers in
developing countries from realizing the
full value of their labor. I have studied
how labor market and human capital
outcomes are affected by inadequate
physical infrastructure, poor legal
protections, exposure to environmental
shocks early in life, and information
barriers. My current projects show that
allowing workers to migrate to where
their labor is more valuable facilitates
structural change in rural labor markets
and enhances educational attainment.
Prior to joining the department at
Notre Dame, I held faculty positions
at Dartmouth College and Princeton
University. My research has been
published in leading journals, including
the American Economic Review, the
American Economic Journal: Applied
Economics, The Review of Economics

The Marshall Weinberg Award enabled me to travel to South
Africa and collect administrative data. Two of the papers
from this work have been published in leading economics
journals, and were key components of my overall research
packet that ultimately earned tenure at Dartmouth College!

and Statistics, the Economic Journal,
and the Journal of Development
Economics. At Notre Dame, I teach
undergraduate econometrics.
Taryn Dinkelman
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CHRISTOPHER NEAR
L ECT UR ER
UN I V ERS I T Y OF N E B RASK A- L I N COL N

My research focuses on family and
social inequality and relies on large
national data sets. My teaching
has been primarily in statistics and
research methods, but also some
theory areas within Sociology. The
Weinberg funding came at a critical
time in my early research and was a
huge help in getting my pilot studies
and dissertation completed.
Christopher Near

Thank you for your help, it was pivotal!

THE WEINBERG EFFECT

EMILY BEAM
ASS I STAN T P ROF ESSOR OF ECON O MICS
UN I V ERS I T Y OF VE R M ON T

My research centers on employment
and education policy, with a particular
focus on strengthening learning and
facilitating school-to-work transitions
among low-income youth. I work closely
with agencies such as the Philippine
Department of Labor and Employment
and Philippine Department of Education to conduct impact evaluations of
government programs. This includes
recent work measuring the impact
of a summer employment program
for low-income youth and a study of
a multi-faceted poverty alleviation
program in the rural Philippines. As
a graduate student, I received the
Weinberg award to support my dissertation research. Those funds enabled
me to conduct a randomized field experiment in the rural Philippines on the
impact of job fairs on individual search
and migration decisions. This project
formed my dissertation—and led to my
first faculty position! But more importantly, it enabled me to spend months

Thank you!

in the Philippines, developing strong
connections to individuals and agencies
that allowed me to develop a research
agenda with a strong focus on impact.
Emily Beam
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ARESHA MARTINEZ
I N ST RUCTOR A N D P ROVOST ’S P OST DO CTO RA L FELLOW
UN I V ERS I T Y OF C H I CAG O

I engage in interdisciplinary public
health research studying the biosocial
mechanisms by which racial inequalities
shape population health and health
disparities. The majority of my work
focuses on how race, migration, and
class intersect to shape the health of
US-born and immigrant Latinxs across
the lifecourse. In recent work, I have
examined the effects of immigration
raids and anti-immigration policies
on adverse birth outcomes, novel
biomarkers of stress and aging, and
trajectories of cardiovascular health
among Mexican migrants in the United
States. I was generously awarded the
Marshall Weinberg Research Prize to
fund a component of my dissertation
research. The purpose of this project
was to analyze Twitter data and explore
the ways in which immigration policies
shape the lives of immigrants and their
communities through material and
psychosocial mechanisms. It was one
of the most challenging, yet rewarding

The project began as a half-developed idea when I was an
early graduate student, but the Weinberg prize enabled me
to carry out a novel and ambitious project and see that idea
into fruition.

projects I had the opportunity to work
on during my graduate career and has
served as a stepping stone for some of
my future work.
Aresha Martinez

THE WEINBERG EFFECT

ANNE ELIZABETH FITZPATRICK
ASS I STAN T P ROF ESSOR
UN I V ERS I T Y OF M ASSAC H US E T TS BOSTO N

My current research primarily uses
randomized controlled trials to improve
the quality of health and education in
developing countries. I am still revising
papers using data collected while doing
my dissertation fieldwork in Uganda, in
which I conducted a study in the antimalarial drug market. I am also currently working with Ministries of Education
in Ghana and Odisha, India to evaluate
the scale-up of remedial instruction
programs across the country and state.
I am also working on papers evaluating
the effect of the ACA’s Medicaid expansion on financial impacts of low-income
families. Marshall’s support funded my
first extended experience abroad, in
which I did qualitative data collection
to explore a research idea. As a result,
I was able to revise my dissertation
proposal, gather experience and
networks in Uganda, and complete my
dissertation. In total I was awarded over
$60,000 in grants—I view Marshall’s
support as transformative seed funding.

Thank you for generous contribution to my research.

I have translated that experience into
other policy-relevant evaluations that
may benefit hundreds of thousands of
students in low-income settings.
Anne Elizabeth Fitzpatrick
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YANG ZHANG
CAN D I DAT E I N SOC I OLOGY
U- M D EPART M E N T OF SOC I OLOGY

My research focuses on examining the
diverging trajectories of cohabitation
and marriage experiences by social
groups and how relationship instabilities
(including cohabitation and marriage
union formation and dissolution) shape
health and mental health trajectories
across the life course. My research
is inspired by my research assistant
experiences with Professor William
G. Axinn on examining the social determinant of mental disorders. I hope
to reveal the association between the
diverging pattern of cohabitation and
marriage experiences and diverging
health trajectories, in order to lessen
mental health inequality through family
and relationship solutions. I used your
funding for workshop training on groupbased trajectory modeling in social
science and medical science, which will
sharpen my quantitative analysis skills
for my research.
Yang Zhang

I would love to thank Marshall Weinberg for his generous
funding for my research. This award is crucial for my
academic training and my dissertation research.

THE WEINBERG EFFECT

ANDREW GOODMAN-BACON
ASS I STAN T P ROF ESSOR OF ECON O MICS
VAN D ER BILT U N I VE RS I T Y

I study the history of the US safety net,
evaluating the effects of historical social
policies enacted in the 1960s and 1970s.
I received a Weinberg research fellowship at the end of 2012. I was at the
beginning of my main research agenda
evaluating the introduction of Medicaid,
and a major unanswered question
was how Medicaid affected the insurance coverage of children. I used my
Weinberg support to collect and digitize
government documents on the number
of children who used public insurance
both before and after Medicaid, and I
used the results to quantify Medicaid’s
immediate impact on children. I was
able to publish my job market paper,
and the experience taught me a tremendous amount about data collection
and digitization, skills that I have used
on every project since. I routinely advise
students to do this kind of thing, and I
can use my experience with my $5,000
Weinberg Fellowship to convince them
that it is feasible to do high quality work

I just want to say thank you for supporting this kind of work.
I think it matters for advocating and enacting good policy,
and I think it matters for our collective understanding of
our history and society.

early in their careers.
Andrew Goodman-Bacon
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LUCIE KALOUSOVA
POST D O CTORA L P R I Z E R ES E A RC H FELLOW IN SO C IO LO GY
N UFF I ELD COL L EG E , U N I VE RSI T Y OF OX FO R D

My current work focuses on the impact
of social and health policies on the
health of populations. I am primarily
concerned with equity and distributional
effects. I ask questions such as, “What is
the optimal level of cigarette and sugar-sweetened beverages taxation—so
that they improve population health
but do not unduly burden low income
Americans?”
Lucie Kalousova

Marshall’s support came when I was amidst designing my
dissertation. His support enabled me to obtain advanced
methodological training and ultimately produce a more
statistically sophisticated piece of scholarship than I would
have otherwise been able to deliver.

THE WEINBERG EFFECT

KATRINA HAUSCHILDT
D O CTO RAL CA N D I DAT E
UN I V ERS I T Y OF M I C H I GA N

My work explores how health care
systems may alleviate or exacerbate
disparities in health and health care.
My dissertation explores how processes
of valuation and standardization in
end-of-life care constrain treatment
options and reproduce race and class
inequalities in health care experiences.
In another line of research, I am exploring the financial burden of critical illness
and how it impacts patient recovery, and
seek to identify follow-up interventions
to address patients’ social and financial
needs. In capturing the processes and
interactions which impact patients’
experiences and outcomes, I aim to
discern points of intervention to improve
health care and reduce inequities.
Katrina Hauschildt

The Weinberg Prize supported my dissertation research
and was crucial to the development of the project and in
securing additional funding.
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RACHAEL PIEROTTI
SO C I AL D EVE LOP M E N T S P EC I A L I ST
WO R LD BA N K

I work in the Africa Gender Innovation
Lab at the World Bank. We conduct
research on how to effectively increase
gender equality in Africa. My research
covers a wide swath of projects. In
one, we are identifying reasons for
gender differences in the impact of a
cash-for-work program in conflict-affected communities in Central African
Republic. In another, we examine
barriers to women’s enrollment in
coding bootcamps in urban Kenya.
In yet another, we are investigating
men’s responses to an intimate
partner violence prevention program in
eastern Democratic Republic of Congo.
We’re also studying occupational sex
segregation in Republic of Congo and
Guinea. We aim to help policy makers
and program implementers improve
the effectiveness of their women’s
economic empowerment initiatives. Our
work spans Nigeria, Ethiopia, Guinea,
Ghana, Cote d’Ivoire, Kenya, Republic of
Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo,

The support from the Marshall Weinberg fund enabled me
to conduct primary data collection in Malawi for my dissertation. It is because of that experience that I have my job
today!

Zambia, Malawi, Mauritania, Cameroon,
and Uganda—for now.
Rachael Pierotti

THE WEINBERG EFFECT

EMILY TRELEAVEN
R ES EARC H F E L LOW
UN I V ERS I T Y OF M I C H I GA N

I study social and contextual determinants of children’s health and mortality
in lower- and middle-income countries,
primarily in Asia and Africa. This work
bridges demography and public health.
In Nepal and Cambodia, my research
aims to identify the consequences of
parental migration for the health of
children left behind, including their
health status, household investments in
children’s health, and healthcare access
and utilization. In Mali, I am a co-investigator for a large randomized controlled
trial that is testing whether a health
delivery innovation results in lower child
mortality and increased healthcare
utilization. This work informs both policy
and health programs. My Weinberg
Fellowship allowed me to travel to Nepal
and collect data on children’s health,
anemia status, and height and weight.
This data becomes very powerful
when combined with other data from
the Chitwan Valley Family Study. The
Fellowship funded a data collection that

I am confident this fellowship will be the foundation of a
very productive collaborative, and sets the stage for an
important body of work on social and contextual determinants of children’s health and wellbeing outside the US.
Thank you!

will lay the groundwork for many years
of productive research, as we hope to
collect additional health data from these
children over time.
Emily Treleaven
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LINNEA EVANS
H EALT H D ISPA R I T I ES R ESE A RC H SC H O LA R POST DO C
UN I V ERS I T Y OF WI SCON SI N - M A D I SO N

Currently I am a postdoc at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison in
the School of Medicine and Public
Health. My research agenda examines
social exclusion processes that link
racial and ethnic minoritized groups
to disadvantaged health, particularly
through pathways that affect the body’s
physiological stress response system.
Some of my work has investigated
specific policy-level influences, such as
the confluence of various school reform
policies (e.g., emergency management/
takeovers, school choice and charter
school explosion) on the well-being of
black adolescent girls in metro-Detroit.
Linnea Evans

Weinberg support was invaluable to the completion of qualitative interviews with adolescents in metro-Detroit on their
daily time use and the influence of place-based structures
on stress and wellbeing. A sincere thank you for investing in
this research and early-career scholars.

THE WEINBERG EFFECT

JOHANNES NORLING
ASS I STAN T P ROF ESSOR OF ECON O MICS
M O UN T H OLYOK E COL L EG E

I received a Weinberg Fellowship several
years ago while a graduate student
in the Economics Ph.D. program at
Michigan. The fellowship enabled me
to conduct archival research about
the history of family planning in South
Africa. This research formed a central
part of my dissertation, and was
recently published as an article in the
European Journal of Economic History.
The research also helped prepare me
for my recent work. In 2016, I completed my Ph.D. and began work as an
assistant professor at Mount Holyoke
College. I have continued to conduct
research in South Africa, and I am currently working on a project that studies
the relationship between apartheid-era
political protests and long-term
earnings and educational attainment.
I am also continuing to study fertility,
particularly how fertility changes following natural disasters in Africa.
Johannes Norling

Again, the Weinberg Fellowship was instrumental in helping
me develop as an economist and researcher, and I remain
very grateful.
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EMILY MERCHANT
ASS I STAN T P ROF ESSOR
UN I V ERS I T Y OF CA L I FOR N I A , DAVI S

I am currently revising my dissertation
to publish as a book. Tentatively titled
“Prediction and Control: U.S. Demography and Global Population,” it examines
how human population became a
subject of scientific expertise in the
twentieth century, and how demography
shaped population growth worldwide.
As climate change becomes increasingly palpable, we hear calls to reduce
the number of humans on the planet,
paired with lamentations that, due to
the history of eugenics and coercive
population control programs, direct
efforts to slow population growth are
not politically feasible. The book places
these claims in historical perspective
by tracing the path by which Americans
came to see population control as the
solution not only to environmental
degradation, but also to social inequality
at national and international scales.
It focuses on the ways demography contributed to and challenged popular ideas
about the consequences of population

Marshall’s support helped me finish my dissertation in a
timely manner and move on to my postdoctoral fellowship,
which was a critical stepping stone to my current job.
Thank you!

growth and about which approaches to
population control are acceptable and
which coercive.
Emily Merchant

THE WEINBERG EFFECT

SUSAN GODLONTON
ASS I STAN T P ROF ESSOR OF ECON O MICS
W I LL I AM S COL L EG E

I am an applied microdevelopment
economist working primarily in sub-Saharan Africa. I study the direct and
indirect impact of policies and programs
designed to alleviate poverty, with a
particular focus on programming in
health and agriculture. My work has
been published in a range of journals
including well-regarded general interest
journals such as Review of Economics
and Statistics and American Economic
Journal: Applied Microeconomics, as
well as in top field journals spanning
several fields including: Journal of Development Economics (development),
Journal of Human Resources (labor)
and the American Journal of Agricultural
Economics (agricultural economics). My
current research projects and papers
reach Burkina Faso, Malawi, The Philippines, Rwanda, Senegal, and Zambia.
Susan Godlonton

Thank you for your generous support!
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JESSICA GILLOOLY
PHD CAN DI DAT E I N SOC I OLOGY A ND PU B LIC PO LICY
UN I V ERS I T Y OF M I C H I GA N

My dissertation aims to reconceptualize
some issues facing law enforcement
by focusing attention at the first point
of contact between the public and the
criminal justice system: calls to 911.
I’ve found that call-driven policing
dominates police work, and results in
requests from residents who have their
own biases about people and places
which can translate into racially disparate police-citizen contacts. My former
police agency is currently crafting
policy changes to provide 911 operators
greater authority when handling callers
who are reporting people of color for
simply participating in their lives. I’m
now considering other avenues to
reimagine public safety responses as an
affiliate research fellow with NYU Law
School’s Policing Project. The generous
Weinberg grant facilitated a number of
tasks related to my dissertation, including hiring a transcriptionist, meeting
with a statistician to prepare administrative call-for-service data, purchasing

Your endowment provided me with the necessary
assistance to get my project off the ground.

a statistical software program, and
consulting that helped me finish my
dissertation.
Jessica Gillooly

THE WEINBERG EFFECT

NATHALIE E. WILLIAMS
ASSO C I AT E P ROF ESSOR
UN I V ERS I T Y OF WASH I N GTON

My primary focus is on the influence
of armed conflict on demographic
behaviors. Given that up to 20% of the
world’s population lives in countries
exposed to armed conflict, this issue is
extremely important for the well-being
of individuals and families and for population composition, distribution, and
migration world-wide. I began this work
in graduate school at U-M. While my
primary analysis was using survey data,
I also used funds from the Weinberg
Award to collect qualitative interviews
from people who lived through armed
conflict in Nepal. Those interviews—the
peek into the complexity of the lives
of real people who are living in violent
situations—changed my research
forever. I still do quantitative analysis
of survey data, but also now spend my
time talking with real people, and one
of the main goals of my work is now
to communicate to others about the
complexity of life and decision-making
in situations of armed conflict. I have the

The Weinberg Award made me a much stronger scholar. It
helped me get my dream job. The most important impact is
now that I can share my experience with graduate students.
I can make sure they see the people they’re studying as real
and whole and complex and clever.

Weinberg Award to thank for this.
Nathalie E. Williams
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ELLY FIELD
CAN D I DAT E I N SOC I OLOGY
U- M D EPART M E N T OF SOC I OLOGY

Since starting at U-M, I have been a
Population Studies Center trainee within
the Institute of Social Research. In my
dissertation, I am examining how school
and neighborhood demographics
change over time, in order to understand the residential and school choice
processes that lead to the entrenched
segregation we see in most American
cities. Living in D.C., I saw many neighborhoods experiencing drastic gentrification and schools with fewer and fewer
students. I hope to better understand
the processes that tie neighborhoods
and schools together in order to inform
better housing and education policies
that decrease educational inequality
in schools. The Weinberg funding will
be essential to my research as it will
allow me to fund a research assistant to
help with the intensive data collection
requirements of my project. The funding
will also enable me to attend a policy
conference and present my work, which
will help me make this project more

This award will help me make significant progress in my
dissertation and enable me to engage in a more ambitious
research agenda. Thank you for supporting my research
and progress in my graduate program.

directly policy relevant.
Elly Field

THE WEINBERG EFFECT

GIOVANNI ROMÁN-TORRES
S ECO N D Y E A R G RA D UAT E ST U D E NT
U- M D EPART M E N T OF SOC I OLOGY

My research interests broadly include
immigration, social mobility, and spatial
inequality, particularly focusing on
Latinos in the US. My current research
explores how Latinos have grown across
the country, settling predominantly in
coastal cities to more recently settling
in the Midwest and the South. Investigating the spaces they are settling
in and how they compare to older
spaces offers a rich understanding of
the intersections of race and spatial
inequality, a field that is dominated by
black-white differences. This research
agenda was inspired by personal experiences as a child of immigrants. My
goal is to complete my Ph.D. program
and pursue an academic position where
I can continue my research agenda.
Your award assisted my travel and
registration fees for the annual Population Association of America in Austin,
Texas. Receiving your funding lifted a
huge financial burden. As an aspiring
academic, social networking is crucial

Thank you for assisting me in attending this conference!

and attending national conferences is
the best environment to meet researchers interested in the same field.
Giovanni Román-Torres
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DR. HOLLY DONAHUE SINGH
FACULT Y M E M B E R , USF H ON ORS, AFFILIAT ED W IT H A NT H RO PO LO GY
UN I V ERS I T Y OF SOU T H F LOR I DA

I’m working as a faculty member
focused on undergraduate students,
many of whom intend to go on in health
professions. For many of the students,
the classes they take with me will be the
only perspectives on social and behavioral sciences they carry into medical
school, nursing school, and other
advanced healthcare training.
The support Marshall provided helped
me make the most of the time I spent
as a postdoctoral fellow at the ISR.
It enabled me to enroll in two crucial
courses in public health that have
helped me connect more deeply with
health researchers across disciplinary
boundaries. It has given me the tools
to work with quantitative data in more
nuanced and critical ways than I could
by relying only on my training in anthropology and area studies. It also enabled
me to continue research relationships in
India. These opportunities have translated into an ability to communicate more
effectively with researchers in allied

Thank you for your generosity and for helping new generations of scholars thrive! This kind of support helps them
see themselves as people who can apply for, win, and manage grant money. These are incredibly valuable lessons for
scholars who rely on external funding for their work.

fields and helped me secure my current
interdisciplinary academic position.
Dr. Holly Donahue Singh

THE WEINBERG EFFECT

MICHAEL BOOTH
3 R D Y EAR PU B L I C H E A LT H ST U D E NT IN H B H E
U- M SC H OOL OF PU B L I C H E A LT H

I would like to thank you for the grant
award that allowed me to travel to
Baltimore, Maryland, to obtain further
training on the use of medicare data in
my research on risk factors and health
behaviors related to dementia. In my
research, I am trying to disentangle
the higher prevalence of dementia and
cognitive impairment in persons with
the autoimmune disease rheumatoid
arthritis (RA). I am interested in whether
this higher prevalence is attributable
to inflammation characteristic of the
RA disease process, or the higher
prevalence of risk factors for dementia
like cardiovascular disease, depression,
disability, and a history of smoking
that have been documented in the RA
population. In May of this year I used
the award to attend the medicare data
training at the Center for Health and
Human Services in Baltimore Maryland.
I learned how medical data is collected,
stored and organized, which will aid me
in combining my data set for my thesis.

Thank you for generous contribution to my research.

Michael Booth
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SARAH BRAUNER-OTTO
ASSO C I AT E P ROF ESSOR
M CGI LL UN I VE RSI T Y

I am a social demographer studying
global family change with a focus on
the relationship between social context
(e.g. schools, community organizations)
and demographic behaviors over the
life course. I am particularly interested
in which dimensions of social context
(e.g. characteristics of schools or health
services) matter the most and how
context influences the individual. My
previously published papers examine
the relationship between specific
services offered by a community organization, type of religious practices, and
the specific kinds of natural resources
available and fertility and marriage
behavior in Nepal, as well as institutional
influences on fertility in low fertility
settings. My research in the coming
years will focus on labor markets as
a key dimension of social context
influencing global family change. Using
data from low fertility settings where
women’s labor force participation is
well established, I will investigate how

Marshall’s support led me to Nepal and shaped my entire
career. My research has always been about understanding
family change but that first trip I took to Nepal fundamentally shaped the nature of my interests. Without that trip
my work in Nepal would not hold the central place it does.

specific dimensions of work (e.g. job
autonomy and security) may influence
fertility intentions and behavior.
Sarah Brauner-Otto

THE WEINBERG EFFECT

SARAH GUTIN
CAN D I DTAT E - SP H - H B H E
U- M SC HO OL OF PU B L I C H E A LT H

My career focus on gender and reproductive rights began in South Africa at
the University of Cape Town. My desire
to make health information available
to communities led me to volunteer
as a health educator for a group of
home-based caregivers and as an HIV
education group leader for young adults
in two slums outside Cape Town. My
interest in promoting the reproductive
health and rights of people living with
HIV next led me to Uganda where I
conducted research on the fertility
desires and family planning choices of
HIV-positive women. Most recently, my
work in Mozambique on expanding HIV
prevention focused on making quality
healthcare and reproductive services
available to people living with HIV. These
experiences have led me to my current
research, which focuses on the intersection of HIV care and reproductive health
for women living with HIV in Botswana.
My research explores issues around
pregnancy planning, stigma, and the

It is with deep gratitude that I thank you for the very
generous funding.

factors that influence whether people
living with HIV in Botswana access safer
conception strategies and services.
Sarah Gutin
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LANDON HUGHES
GRAD UAT E ST U D E N T
U- M SC H OOL OF PU B L I C H E A LT H

Thank you so much for your generous
support. My research focuses on how to
improve the health of LGBT communities. Gender minority people face a host
of structural barriers to good health. To
that end, my research seeks to understand the baseline differences between
the general population and gender
minority communities. I hope this work
will improve population-level estimates
of morbidity and mortality in gender
minority communities. I will be using
the funds from this award to purchase
insurance data to better understand
the health differences between gender
minority (e.g. transgender) and the
general population and begin to
untangle how these health differences
affect our society. This award will allow
me to have data for my dissertation and
contribute to the field using one of the
largest ever sample of gender minority
people in the United States.
Landon Hughes

I am extraordinarily thankful for your support.

THE WEINBERG EFFECT

JEFFREY SWINDLE
D O CTO RAL CA N D I DAT E
U- M D EPART M E N T OF SOC I OLOGY

My research is progressing nicely and
I now have three papers regarding the
relationship between foreign aid and
family matters in Malawi. While I was
in Malawi (thanks to the funding your
grant provided to me), my priority was
to visit many foreign aid projects and
to meet the people at the agencies who
ran these projects. I focused on projects
whose goal it was to change Malawians’
attitudes about how many children to
have, the merits of contraception, and
the justification of intimate partner
violence. I have conducted subsequent
quantitative analyses since returning
home and have found that these foreign
aid projects as a collective group have
had a cumulative impact in Malawi;
they are associated with a reduction in
Malawians’ ideal family size, an increase
in their acceptance of contraception,
and a decrease in their acceptance of
violence against women. This suggests
that even though some foreign aid
projects fail to achieve their goals,

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you again for
your support. The opportunity to study these topics and to
learn more about Malawian society first hand has given me
a sense of purpose that I did not expect while conducting
my dissertation research.

foreign aid generally is contributing to
gradual cultural change in Malawi.
Jeffrey Swindle
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WEINBERG RECIPIENTS’
INTERNATIONAL IMPACT
Argentina

Dominican Republic

Malawi

Senegal

Australia

Ecuador

Malaysia

South Africa

Bangladesh

El Salvador

Mali

Tanzania

Bhutan

Ethiopia

Mauritania

Thailand

Botswana

Faroe Islands

Mexico

Uganda

Brazil

Ghana

Mozambique

United Arab Emirates

Burkina Faso

Guatemala

Nepal

United States

Cambodia

Guinea

Nigeria

Vietnam

Cameroon

Iceland

Peru

Zambia

Chile

India

Philippines

China

Italy

Portugal

Colombia

Kenya

Qatar

Côte d’Ivoire

Lesotho

Republic of Congo

DR Congo

Madagascar

Rwanda
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