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ISR Updates

Thank you to David Lam, who stepped down as ISR Director after a productive and eventful six-year term. David 
championed social science research and training the next generation of scholars, expanded ISR’s research portfolio, 
and enhanced the Institute’s climate of openness, mutual respect, and pride.

In September, we welcomed Kathleen (Kate) Cagney as the new Director of ISR. Kate joins us from the University of 
Chicago, and her research examines social inequality and its relationship to health. She brings together researchers 
and datasets from many scientific disciplines to create a more holistic view of the social environment and its impact 
on health and well-being. We are excited to have Kate lead ISR in shaping the future of social science inquiry.

The ISR Insights Speaker Series continues, highlighting groundbreaking research on topics such as chatter (the voice 
in our head), negative relationships’ impact on stress and health, COVID-19’s continuing impact on education, the 
impact of recent social safety net expansions on poverty, and hate speech on social media.

SRC has not only welcomed eight new faculty members since 2019, but also made a record number of grant 
submissions despite the challenges of COVID-19.

SRC’s Center for Inequality Dynamics is now the Stone Center for Inequality Dynamics (CID), thanks to a 
transformative gift from   The James M. and Cathleen D. Stone Foundation.

ISR established the Robert F. Schoeni Research Professorship in honor of Professor Bob Schoeni (PSC & SRC), who 
passed away in October from complications of ALS. He was greatly respected and cherished for his collaborative 
spirit, interdisciplinary scholarship, and passion for mentoring.

CPS launched the Ronald F. Inglehart Scholarship Fund in memory of Professor Ron Inglehart, one of the world’s most 
cited political scientists. Political scholars worldwide honored Ron’s legacy during an October memorial service.
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Creating the Future of Social Science Research

Training the next generation, innovating research methods, and forging the path

• Donor-funded Next Generation awards provided support to 26 emerging scholars in the social and behavioral sciences 
at the University of Michigan.

• Ph.D. Candidate Nadia Vossoughi received support from RCGD’s Robert B. Zajonc Scholars Fund to conduct comparative 
surveys of White, Black, and Black-White multiracial groups, with a focus on their racial identity(ies), socio-political 
attitudes, experiences with discrimination, and attitudes toward one another.

• With support from PSC’s Marshall Weinberg endowments, Ph.D. Candidate Charles Katulamu researched fertility 
intentions and choices among highly educated young people in Uganda to assess whether high unemployment impacts 
fertility choices.

Harnessing the Power of Information in Contemporary Society

Producing trusted experts, informing policymakers, curating vital data, and sharing deep insights

Improving human health across the lifespan
• ISR’s largest studies, the Health and Retirement Study, the Panel Study of Income Dynamics, and the Surveys of 

Consumers, provide exceptional longitudinal data on the immediate and long-term impacts of COVID-19.
• A PSC team is supporting the Detroit Police Athletic League, assessing the impact of their community-building programs 

on over 15,000 youth across Michigan. The findings will help improve the relationship between police officers, youth, and 
the community.

• ICPSR released important data on the supply and demand of child care, the health impact of e-cigarettes in the U.S., the 
prevalence of sexual misconduct in U.S. universities, and opioid use in Michigan.

• ISR’s d3lab (Data Science for Dynamic Intervention Decision-making Center) received a catalytic grant to develop 
cutting-edge methods that help scientists build sophisticated interventions for substance abuse disorders. The project 
brings precise treatments to people in our communities.

Understanding and combating inequality in society
• PSC Research Professor Dean Yang received a large grant to continue studying the economics of household health 

decision-making in central Mozambique, focusing on the impacts of community programs, environmental disasters, and 
COVID-19 interventions.

• RCGD faculty are investigating the impacts of worsening water insecurity in working-class Mexico City neighborhoods. 
This study combines ethnographic, environmental health, and environmental engineering data for a multidimensional 
picture of the problem.

Fostering a civil society and reinvigorating democracy around the world
• CPS has led the way in understanding the historic 2020 election. The American National Elections Study (ANES) provided 

early access to important insights, and ICPSR made restricted ANES data available to the research community, providing 
the foundation for important future research by diverse emerging scholars.

• ICPSR released several datasets that bring underrepresented voices to the table, including projects focusing on the 
attitudes of secular people, transgender individuals, American Indian adolescents, and capturing diverse perspectives in 
post-election surveys.

Engaging the community in our work
• SRC hosted the virtual symposium “Toxic Equilibrium: Structural Racism & Population Health Inequities,” which was 

attended nationally and sponsored by ISR’s RacismLab and the SRC Strategic Initiatives Fund.
• ICPSR led conversations surrounding ethical, equitable research and data use for the research community, aiming to 

ensure that social research does not harm the populations being studied or further marginalize racialized communities.
• RCGD’s Biosocial Methods Collaborative developed and distributed research-driven informational workbooks for 

COVID-19 patients and their caregivers, which were downloaded thousands of times and requested by medical systems 
nationwide.

• ICPSR launched an NIH-funded coordinating center to support collaboration and research data management for social, 
behavioral, and economic research related to COVID-19.

• The Detroit Metro Area Communities Study (DMACS) fielded innovative rapid response surveys throughout the COVID-19 
pandemic to learn about Detroiters’ experiences, vaccine hesitancy, pandemic unemployment, and attitudes about public 
safety and police reform.

• RCGD partnered with organizations across the country to lead a community-based suicide prevention project, providing 
education and support to rural and remote Alaska Native communities. These efforts led to an increased focus on suicide 
prevention and resilience-driving actions.
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