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I n October of 1950 the Survey Research Center of the University of 
Michigan conducted interviews with people l i v i n g i n the eleven largest 
c i t i e s of the United States. The people interviewed v/ere s c i e n t i f i c a l l y 
selected to represent a l l the adults l i v i n g i n these major c i t i e s . The 
main topic covered i n the interviews was C i v i l Defense. 

The study was designed to answer such questions as: Do people expect a 
major war soon? W i l l American c i t i e s be h i t with atomic bombs? "That would 
an atomic attack mean? "'That are people most a f r a i d of? "That do they 
think ought to be done to prepare f o r possible attacks? 

The report covering the results of the study w i l l be presented soon and 
i n i t w i l l be given the various s t a t i s t i c s and generalizations on the 
whole study. The interviews presented i n the follovdng pages are not 
"representative" i n any sense. They are reproduced mainly to show how 
our interviews are conducted and how discussions are developed on the 
topics we are studying. 



This interview was taken i n a New England metropolitan center. The 
respondent i s a middle-aged married Negro male. He has had one year of 
elementary education and earns between &20QO-2900 a year as a r a i l r o a d 
yordnan. He bclonfrs to a union, voted i n one of the two most recent 
l o c a l elections, and i s favorable i n his at t i t u d e toward his c i t y . 

(How do you f e e l about the way things are going here i n t h i s country 
these days?) 

Well, you know, you can't go too much by what you read i n the 
papers and hear on the radio these days. I t ' s s t i l l a free country, 
but you've got to be careful "what you say. V/ell, things aren't 
what they should be, 

(How do you mean?) 

Wages are low. Cost of l i v i n g i s high. Many poor people are j u s t 
scraping along. Coal i s p r e t t y high now. I f you have to burn 
f i v e or'six tons of coal i n the winter i t ' s p r e tty hard to get by. 

(Are there any other things that are happening here i n t h i s country that 
upset or disturb you?) 

Lots of things are happening. As f a r as war i s concerned'—why 
should t h i s country go- back i n t o war after only f i v e years? 
Hundreds of thousands of young men getting k i l l e d — f o r what? 
They say, I suppose, that they're protecting our interests a l l 
over the world. Of course the interests are those of the r i c h , 
I f i t weren't for the m i l l i o n a i r e s there wouldn't be any wars. 
Also, t h i s country makes such d i s t i n c t i o n s about the color o f 
your s k i n — i t ' s much harder getting a job i f you're black, but 
the cost of l i v i n g i s j u s t the same, 

(How much would you say you've been bothered or worried about things i n 
t h i s country — very much, quite a b i t , some, j u s t a l i t t l e , or not much?) 

Well as far as being bothered's concerned, I get along i n t h i s 
country a l l r i g h t . (Question repeated) Quite a b i t , r i g h t now. 

(How do you f e e l about what's happening i n the world these days?) 

The way I f e e l , I think what's happening i n the world r i g h t now i s 
pre t t y serious, .Sometimes you go to bed, and you don't know when 
you go to bed i f you're going to wake up; you might be blown o f f 
the earth while you're s t i l l sleeping! You're l i v i n g i n the Atomic 
Age today. Seven or eight thousand miles don't mean anything. 
The fast p l a n e s — j e t planes, thunderbolts, rockets,—they're 
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building them nowadays to t r a v e l . How do we know when we go to 
bed, or i n the day when we're working, what'll happen? 

(Are there any other things about what's happening i n the world today 
that have upset or disturbed you?) 

Power. That's one of the greatest problems today. One of the 
reasons people can't come to agreements i s on account of power. 
The U. N., after $ years, can't come to any peace terms. "Thy? 
" I want more than the other fellow." No, i t i s n ' t any other thing. 
I think those things are r e a l l y destroying us. They should do 
away w i t h some of these nev/ devices f o r destroying c i v i l i z a t i o n . 

m (How much would you say you've been bothered or worried about things i n 
the world — very much, quite a b i t , some, j u s t a l i t t l e , or not much?) 

I think I t o l d you that before. I t bothers me a l o t — v e r y much* 

(Which would you say has bothered you or been on your mind most: the way 
things are going i n t h i s country or the way things are going i n the world 
generally?) 

The way things are going i n the world today. The condition of the' 
world i s n ' t getting any better. V/e're s i t t i n g on a bag of dynamite* 
Very few countries today are not a l l on edge, ready to explode. 

(Speaking of world a f f a i r s , how l i k e l y do you think i t i s that v/e're i n 
for another world war—no question about i t , very l i k e l y , probably, about 
a f i f t y - f i f t y chance, probably not, very u n l i k e l y , or absolutely not?) 

Very l i k e l y , 

(Why do you f e e l that way?) 

You look at the papers and the radio: these d i f f e r e n t countries, 
the way they're picking arms—-soldiers marching, squabbling. 
Course they don't say i t i s a war—but they're doing i t r i g h t now. 

( i f war does come, do you think i t ' s l i k e l y to happen i n the next six 
months, the next year or two, or when?) 

In the next s i x months, i f i t does come. I f we can slide by for 
the next s i x months, we won't have i t . (Why i s that?) These 
people, where they're getting together i n the U. N. and peace t a l k s , 
they might be able to come to some kind of agreement by then. 

( I f you were asked at the present time to work on a c i v i l defense project, 
l i k e learning to f i g h t f i r e s or taking care of people wounded i n a bombing 
attack, and so on, how would you f e e l about i t ? ) 

I'd f e e l I was doing a great thing. I'd f e e l good about i t , t r y i n g 
• to save l i v e s . 
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(How would you f e e l about giving a few hours ?. week for at least s i x 
months to learning t h i s kind of work?) 

I'd give three or four hours a week. Yes, 

( I n case v/e have another world war, how well do you think the Army and 
Air Forces could do i n preventing a i r attacks on our cities?) 

I think the Air Force could do wonderfully. 

(What makes you say that?) 

The U. S. always has a great a i r power. They could cover a l l the 
v i t a l places and ways the enemy could come i n , and could prevent 
the enemy from getting here. 

( A l l i n a l l , would you say the Army and Air Forces could protect our c i t i e s 
completely, protect them from heavy damage, or wouldn't be able to prevent 
heavy damage?) 

No. Not completely, but I believe i t would protect them from 
heavy damage, 

( I f the United States i s attacked, do you think our c i t i e s are l i k e l y to 
be h i t with atomic bombs?) 

Yes, I believe so, 

(Why do you f e e l that way?) 

The atom bomb i s more destructive. I f the enemy could get here and 
drop one bomb they wouldn't need to drop any more—the c i t y v/ould 
be crippled. ITith blockbusters they'd have to drop many—maybe 
1^00 tons. Vfith the A-bomb, they'd need only two at the most. 

(What about your city? Do you think i t v/ould be bombed?) 

Yes, I think so. 

(Do you think your c i t y i s more l i k e l y or less l i k e l y to be attacked than 
other big c i t i e s ? ) 

I think i t would, yes. 

O'Vhy do you say that?) 

I think a l l large c i t i e s would: Boston, New York, Chicago, 'Frisco 
a l l those large c i t i e s . Philadelphia, Washington — a l l the big 
ra i l r o a d c i t i e s where there J ,s a l o t of v i t a l supplies transported 
a l l over the country. They cut o f f your supplies and your troop 
movements. The larger the c i t y the more l i k e l y . 
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( I n case v/e have another world war, do you think your c i t y w i l l be i n 
danger from any other kind of enemy a c t i v i t i e s or attacks?) 

Well, outside the airplane and the bomb, I don't think i t would, 

(How about an enemy purposely spreading germs, or what they c a l l b i o l o g i c a l 
warfare: do you think there would be any danger l i k e that to your city?) 

That could be a danger—spraying germs. Think they might. I n 
f a c t , I believe they would. 

(What about a l o t of sabotage to our f a c t o r i e s , power plants, railroads, 
and so on: would there be any danger there?) 

Yes. They'd be af t e r that one, too. There'd be plenty of i t . 
There's so many people i n t h i s country come over especially i n 
the l a s t three years, and how do you know? Germans and Russians, 
and they'd always have that f e e l i n g about t h e i r country. Lots 
of those people would t r y sabotage, 

(How about poison gas, or what they c a l l chemical warfare?) 

Might be some of t h a t , though since the f i r s t World Y/ar... Well, 
during the second World War they weren't so keen about i t . You 
don't hear much about i t now. 

(Of a l l these—germs, atomic bombs, poison gas, sabotage-i—which do you 
think i s most l i k e l y to be used?) 

The atom bomb. 

(Which one do you think would be the most t e r r i b l e ? ) 

The bomb. 

(Why do you f e e l that way?) 

Drop one atom bomb i n Boston, maybe two i n New York C i t y — y o u could 
wipe the whole c i t y out, 

(Suppose an atomic bomb were dropped i n the center of your c i t y . .What do 
you think would be the results?) 

From Hiroshima—I go by that—saw i t i n the movies—the whole c i t y 
would go. 

(Do you think i t would be any d i f f e r e n t from an attack with ordinary bombs?) 

Yes. Ordinary bombs could bomb Boston f i v e , s i x , eight times and 
do damage, but they wouldn't destroy the c i t y . 



- 5 -

(What do you t h i n k would happen to the people?) 

Y/ell, those people that wouldn't be k i l l e d outright would never 
be any good anymore. They die gradually^ because the fumesj from 
the bomb get inside them and eat them up. Of course everybody 
doesn't get k i l l e d r i g h t away, but they're no good anymore. 

(Anything else?) 

No, The atom bomb i s the biggest fear I have, 

(Have you heard of r a d i o a c t i v i t y or atomic rays or something l i k e thgt i n 
connection with the bomb?) 

Yes, I've heard of those, 

(What have you heard about i t ? ) 

Well, I haven't heard too much about them. I heard some guy talking 
on the radio say the bombs don't have to come by planes anymore. 
I t could be sent by r a d i a t i o n — i n rockets that would be controlled 
by r a d i a t i o n , I mean. 

(What have you heard that these rays do to people?) 

Those rays? I think they r e a l l y j u s t shock you and then j u s t eat 
you up. Course I can't t e l l you much about th a t . 

(About how far away from where the bomb f a l l s do you think these rays 
would be dangerous?) 

Twenty-five to t h i r t y miles, maybe. 

(How long after a bomb explodes do you think these rays aro dangerous to 
people?) 

For at least a couple of hours. 

( i s there any way at a l l of find i n g out whether or not these rays are 
around?) 

I think you got me there, 

(Do you think anybody i n t h i s country r e a l l y known very much about what 
an atomic bomb would do to a city?) 

I think that's kind of a large order. The average person... 
( Question repeated) Yes, I think some people. 
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(Who would r e a l l y know?) 

People that worked on them. The man who worked on them at Oak 
Ridge Tennessee, General Leslie Groves. He would know. He v/as 
head of that department. I spoke of him because I heard him on 
the radio. I imagine there are others. 

( I n the l a s t year or so, have you read or heard anything about the effects 
of atomic bombs?) 

No, I haven't. TTell, I've heard how destructive they were and 
that's what makes mc fear them so much. 

(Where have you read or heard about these things?) 

I heard most of i t . I don't see too much i n the papers. I heard 
round table discussions on the radio. 

(Do you think these things you've heard or read give you a good idea of 
what would happen i f an atom bomb hit? ) 

You get an idea. You hear how you'd be destroyed, how dangerous 
and powerful and deadly they are. 

( I s there anything on how an atomic bomb would a f f e c t your c i t y or the 
people i n i t that you'd l i k e to know more about?) 

Yes, I would. I'd l i k e to know what v/ould be the outcome f o r the 
people who wouldn't get k i l l e d o u t r i g h t . The people w i t h i n an 
area of twenty-five to t h i r t y miles—would they be any good? Cculd 
they work anymore? 

(What do you think your c i t y would be l i k e after an attack: do you think 
i t could operate p r e t t y much as usual for the f i r s t few days after an 
atomic bomb h i t , or v/ould the c i t y be at a s t a n d - s t i l l ? ) 

I f the atom bomb f e l l i n Boston, there'd be nothing but rubble. 

(What do you think things would be l i k e ? ) 

There wouldn't be any l i v i n g here i n the c i t y . We'd have to build 
a nev/ c i t y . Maybe a few buildings on the o u t s k i r t s would be l e f t . 

(About how long do you think i t v/ould take the c i t y to s t a r t r o l l i n g 
a gain—with l i g h t s and gas on, buses and street cars running, and stores 
open?) 

I t would take the c i t y at least two years. You couldn't b u i l d up 
a c i t y i n s i x months. 

* 



(What about the people who are s t i l l l i v i n g : what would things be l i k e 
f o r them r i g h t a f t e r an attack?) 

Just n a t u r a l l y i t would be hard. Business would be destroyed. 
How would they live? 

( I f an atomic bomb h i t i n the center of your c i t y what would cause most 
of the deaths?) 

For the distance of twenty-five to t h i r t y miles i t would be the 
fumss, not the s h e l l i t s e l f . On the ou t s k i r t s of Doston where 
they grow vegetables nothing would grow there f o r three or four 
years, because of the fumes. 

( I s there anything else about the bomb that would k i l l or harm people?) 

No. I think we covered that before, 

(Suppose you were standing out i n the open: what do you think i s the 
nearest you could be to an atomic explosion and s t i l l be safe?) 

That's hard. I can't answer tha t . The blast of i t — t h e shock— 
would k i l l you even i f the debris didn't h i t you. 

(Have you read or heard anything about what a person ought to do for his 
own safety i f there were an atom bomb attack?) 

Well I heard never to rush to a building; i t ' s better to stay 
indoors. Throw yourself f l a t on the ground. Get to a wide open 
space l i k e the Boston Common and throw yourself on the ground. 

(Do you think you know as much as a person can know now about how to take 
care of yourself and your family i n case of an atomic attack?) 

No. I ' l l ' b e frank with you. I haven't made a study o f i t . 

(Are there things you'd l i k e to know more about?) 

Sure, ("/hat are they?) Where to go and what to do. 

(Do you think anybody i n t h i s country r e a l l y knows very much about what to 
do i n case of an atomic bombing?) 

Yes, I think so. You asked that before. (Question repeated, showing 
difference between the two questions) No. I don't know whether 
there i s or not. 

(What do you think you'd do i f you heard over the radio that your c i t y 
was i n immediate danger of an atomic bomb attack?) 

There's no going down i n your c e l l a r 'cause i t ' s not far enough 
underground. I'd t r y to go i n the subway. 
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(What i s the f i r s t thing you would t r y to do a f t e r the attack?) 

I'd go around and see who I could help—maybe there'd be somebody 
I could save, 

(What do you think you would t r y to do after that?) 

I don't know offhand. 

(Well, how about your neighbors or people generally—do you think they 
would help each other out, or do you think they'd be mainly concerned with 
t h e i r own safety?) 

I think they'd t r y to help each other. They're good people, f r i e n d l y 
people. They'd t r y to help somebody out. 

(What do you think would be the most important things that would have to 
be done i n the c i t y r i g h t after an attack?) 

Try to get your d i f f e r e n t railroads functioning to restore trans-' 
portation. When i t ' s cut o f f and people can't get back and f o r t h , 
your c i t y ' s dead. 

(Anything else?) 

I hate to think of i t . The c i t y would be i n such bad shape i t 
would take some time. 

(Whose job would you say i t i s to get these things done?) 

The way I f e e l , I guess i t ' s everybody's job who's l e f t . They'd 
be t r y i n g to save everybody who was wounded. Every good c i t i z e n 
would. 

(So far^I've been-asking'you about- what an atomic bomb trould do to a c i t y 
and vihat would happen, to,, people-. Ndv/M'd l i k e to t a l k to you about -what 
might be done to prepare i n advance f o r such an attack. 
F i r s t of a l l , what about the system of c i v i l defense our c i t i e s had i n 
the l a s t war. 7/hat did you think of i t ? ) 

I t was very good I thought, 

(Why?) 

I t was a l e r t , on the job, e f f i c i e n t . 

(Was there any thing else you f e l t was p a r t i c u l a r l y good about i t ? ) 

No. I guess maybe I don't remember. I t r i e d to erase a l l that 
s t u f f from my memory. 
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(Was there anything you f e l t was p a r t i c u l a r l y bad about i t ? ) 

No, I can't say there v/as, 

(Did you or any member of your family take any part i n i t ? ) 

No, I was too busy working on the r a i l r o a d i n the l a s t war. 

(As far as you know, who i s i n charge of c i v i l defense i n your c i t y nor;— 
the state government, the federal government, the c i t y government, or 
the Army?) 

The state government, as far as I know. 

(How about the way your c i t y i s set up now? Do you think i t ' d be able to 
do a good job of taking care of people after an atomic attack i f i t were 
to happen r i g h t now?) 

Haven't made too much of a study of i t . Yfell, yes, I think so i n 
one way or another. 

(Why do you say that?) 

You can't t e l l what's going to happen i n a big c i t y because there 
are so many people, I guess they're prepared, or should be. 

(What do you think ought to be done now to prepare f o r a possible atomic 
attack?) 

Yfell, I think bomb shelters should be b u i l t . I don't know i f 
there's a bomb shelter i n any of these big c i t i e s . There isn ' t 
any here I 

(How do you f e e l about the things they're doing now to prepare?) 

I don't see them d?ing a n y t h i n g — j u s t t a l k i n g , 

(Do you think they should begin a campaign now to get people to work in 
c i v i l defense?) 

Sure. I think so. Yes. 

(Do you think t h i s preparation should be the job of the c i t y government, 
or do you think getting your c i t y ready to take care of an atomic attack 
should be the job of the Federal Government, the Army, or some other group?) 

I think the job of the state government, 

(Why?) 

A l l c i t i e s and states should take care of t h e i r own. 
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(What about the American Legion, the Red Cross, and organizations l i k e 
t h a t — do you think they should play a part i n getting your c i t y ready to 
meet an attack?) 

The Red Cross? They take up a l o t of money each year. Why don't 
they appropriate some of i t f o r the state government to b u i l d up 
these things l i k e shelters? The American Legion i s another group 
that has money, i s w e l l organized. They have a l o t of business 
men and contractors. They should b u i l d these places. 

(Do you think most of the actual work i n a c i v i l defense program vri.ll have 
to be done by ordinary people who've had some t r a i n i n g , or w i l l most of 
the work be a job for regular firemen and policemen?) 

The big job'11 be f o r the ordinary people. 

(Why do you say that?) 

The firemen and the policemen have t h e i r jobs. They'd be busy on 
so many things they j u s t wouldn't have the time. 

(Do you think the ordinary people can do a good enough job?) 

I f trained. 

(Why do you f e e l that way?) 

You can't take a greenhorn and put him there, 

(Here's a l i s t of jobs that might have to be done i n such a program: 
1. f i g h t i n g f i r e s 
2. watching for and reporting f i r e s 
3. spotting airplanes 
Iw getting children and old people out of danger areas 
5, giving f i r s t aid to injured and burned people 
6. rescuing people from wrecked buildings 

Which do you think you could do or be trained to do?) 

I'd l i k e to be trained to save old people out of danger areas and 
wrecked buildings. 

(Would there be anything that would worry you about doing these jobs?) 

No. 

(What i f t h i s work had to be done i n places where there were a l o t of dead 
and injured people and where there would be danger from f i r e and atomic 
rays—under these conditions how would you f e e l about taking part i n 
c i v i l defense work?) 

Wouldn't worry me. 

http://vri.ll
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(Are there any things i n your work or personal l i f e that might make i t 
hard for you to do work i n c i v i l defense or keep you from doing i t ? ) 

Hy job maybe. Like i n the l a s t w a r — I worked a l l hours. Railroad 
work i s v i t a l i n wartime. 

(what about a set-up where certain people would take care of children and 
sick people so that everybody else could work on c i v i l defense. "Tould 
you be w i l l i n g to go along w i t h a plan l i k e t h i s , or do you f e e l the best 
thing you could do would be to st i c k with your family?) 

Yes, I guess so. 

(Why do you f e e l that way?) 

I don't know, 

( A l l i n a l l , do you think a l l t h i s preparation f o r c i v i l defense can r e a l l y 
do any good i f there's an atomic attack?) 

I think i t can. Yes, i t ' l l save a l o t of time. 

(To close now, do you f i n d t h i s topic of atomic bombing i n t e r e s t i n g , or 
do you wish there weren't so much t a l k about i t ? ) 

Well, i t i s i n t e r e s t i n g , i n a way, because atomic energy can be 
used for other things besides k i l l i n g , you know. But the way 
they perfected i t to destroy—that's the hard part. Atomic energy 
i s a wonderful t h i n g — b u t not for destroying. 
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This young housewife was interviewed i n a midwestern c i t y . She i s a college 
graduate married to a medical student and has one very young c h i l d . The 
respondent and her husband are dependent f o r support on t h e i r respective 
parents. She belongs to no community or national organizations, has voted 
i n neither of the two most recent l o c a l elections, and has a favorable 
at t i t u d e toward the c i t y i n which she l i v e s . 

(How do you f e e l about the way things are going here i n t h i s country these 
days?) 

As f a r as my opinion, I j u s t read l a s t night that there i s no 
hurry about preparing f o r C i v i l Defense i n case of bombing here. 
I am natural l y an opti m i s t i c person and maybe i t i s wishful 
thinking, but I do nob think we are going to have an atomic bombing, 
at least i n Cleveland, i n the foreseeable future. But I don't 
think that i t i s any excuse at a l l f o r not preparing for i t , 

(How do you mean?) 

My general feeling about how things are going i n t h i s country i s 
that they are going j u s t a b i t too slowly, Vve are going t o be 
l i v i n g i n the kind of a world where constant preparedness must f i t 
i n and v/e are j u s t going to have to change our way of thinking. 

(Are there any other things that are happening here i n this country that 
upset or disturb you?) 

As f a r as other things go, I believe whole-heartedly i n our tv/o- * 
party system, but with the changes that go on around election time, 
despite the seriousness of the world s i t u a t i o n , I often wonder 
about the caliber of men that t h i s very same system brings into 
p o l i t i c s , 

(How much would you say you've been bothered or worried about things i n 
t h i s country—very much, quite a b i t , some, j u s t a l i t t l e , or not much?) 

Some, 

(How do you f e e l about v/hat's happening i n the world these days?) 

I f e e l that v/e have come to a point i n the world situation where 
v/e must realize that something concrete must be resolved i n the 
c o n f l i c t between communism and democracy, 

(What do you have i n mind?) 

I t seems to me that although the tv/o can't l i v e together i n the 
world, war with one or the other being the v i c t o r i n b a t t l e -will 
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s t i l l bring no solution. But I f e e l that we must l i v e either in 
a constant state of preparedness u n t i l war comes or else something 
d r a s t i c a l l y and exceptionally dynamic w i l l happen to the U. N. 
and i t w i l l then help solve the problem without additional loss 
of l i f e . 

(Are there any other things about v/hat's happening i n the world today 
that have upset or disturbed you?) 

Too many other things to get me star-ted on. 

(How much would you say you've been bothered or worried about things 
i n the world—very much, quite a b i t , some, j u s t a l i t t l e , or not much?) 

* Very much. 

(Which would you say has bothered you or been on your mind most: the way 
things are going i n t h i s country or the way things are goin& i n the 
world generally?) 

The way things are going i n the world generally. 

(Speaking of world a f f a i r s , how l i k e l y do you think i t i s that we're in 
fo r another world war—no question about i t , very l i k e l y , probably, about 
a f i f t y - f i f t y chance, probably not, very u n l i k e l y , or absolutely not?) 

I would say probably. 

(Why do you f e e l that way?) 

•Tell, j u s t because I can't see us from preventing communism to 
• continue to overrun Asia, then Europe; and I can't see either, 

Russia j u s t s i t t i n g back and taking i t . But I know so l i t t l e 
about Russia, how frightened they are of the atomic bomb, etc., 
that I can't be certain i n my own mind that our show of strength 
w i l l i n c i t e them, at least w i t h i n the next few years, to be the 
open aggressor. And i f they wait a few years and v/e wake up and 
r e a l l y arm ourselves, then v/e may come to an impasse where both 
countries are so we l l prepared that the U. W. w i l l then be the one 
whom both can go to for the answer, 

( i f war does come, do you think i t ' s l i k e l y to happen i n the next six 
months, the next year or two, or when?) 

I r e a l l y don't know enough to say. 

( i f you wore asked at the present time to work on a c i v i l defense project, 
l i k e learning to f i g h t f i r e s or taking care of people wounded i n a boiabing 
attack, and so on, how would you f e e l about i t ? ) 

I would f e e l very w i l l i n g . 
> 
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(Why do you f e e l that v;ay?) 

Because at the moment I f e e l very frustrated i n being upset about 
a s i t u a t i o n that I r e a l l y can't do a thing about. 

(How would you f e e l about giving a few hours a week f o r at least s i x months 
to learning t h i s kind of work?) 

I would be perfect l y w i l l i n g to as long as I could see the worth 
of such a job. 

( I n case we have another world war, how well do you think the Army and 
Air Forces could do i n preventing a i r attacks on our cities?) 

I f e e l that they could do a p r e t t y good job of warning us with 
radar, etc., i n making i t possible to keep some of the planes 
away. 

(What makes you say that?) 

I don't f e e l that Russia would send planes loaded with atomic 
bombs to t h i s country without well knowing v;hat our defense s i t u 
ation was and expecting a l l or at least some of t h e i r bombs to 
get by us. Therefore, as I'stated before, C i v i l Defense projects 
i n our c i t i e s are as important as preparing our defense i n the a i r . 

( A l l i n a l l , would you say the Army and Air Forces could protect our c i t i e s 
completely, protect them from heavy damage, or wouldn't be able to prevent 
heavy damage?) 

I would say protect them from heavy damage. 

( I f the United States i s attacked, do you think our c i t i e s are l i k e l y to 
be h i t with atomic bombs?) 

I would say l i k e l y , yes. 

('Thy do you f e e l that way?) 

I don't f e e l Russia would attack without having that much power 
. under her b e l t . 

(What about Cleveland? Do you think i t would be bombed?) 

I think we would be. 

(Do you think your c i t y i s more l i k e l y or less l i k e l y to be attacked 
than other big c i t i e s ? ) 

Probably less l i k e l y . 
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(Y/hy do you say that?) 

I don't think Cleveland i s one of the most strategic c i t i e s . 

( i n case v/e have another world war, do you think your c i t y w i l l be i n 
danger from any other kind of enemy a c t i v i t i e s or attacks?) 

Yes. 

('.That kinds?) 

Probably sabotage, 

(How about an enemy purposely spreading germs, or what they c a l l b i o l o g i c a l 
warfare: do you think there would be any danger l i k e that to your city?) 

I r e a l l y don't know. 

(What about a l o t of sabotage to our f a c t o r i e s , power plants, railroads, 
and so on: would there be any danger there?) 

I think there would be danger there. 

(How about poison gas, or what they c a l l chemical warfare?) 

I do not have too much of an opinion there. 

(Of a l l these—germs, atomic bombs, poison gas, sabotage—which do you think 
i s the most l i k e l y to be used?) 

Sabotage or atomic bombs. 

(Which one do you think would be the most t e r r i b l e ? ) 

Atomic bombs, I imagine. 

(Why do you f e e l that way?) 

Just because one bomb would affect a larger area i n a shorter time. 

(Suppose an atomic bomb were dropped i n the center of Cleveland. What 
do you think' would be the results?) 

I f an atomic bomb were dropped w i t h i n the year here, I think the 
re s u l t would be complete chaos and panic even worse than the extent 
of the destruction. 

(Do you think i t would be any d i f f e r e n t from an attack with ordinary 
bombs?) 

Yes. 
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( i n what ways would i t be di f f e r e n t ? ) 

People would be so frightened of the damage that would be done by 
radiation a f t e r the f i r s t impact of the bomb has passed, while 
w i t h an ordinary bomb those who survive the explosion i t s e l f have 
no reason for further fear, 

(Anything else?) 

Ho. 

(You've mentioned ra d i a t i o n , V/hat have you heard about i t ? ) 

From newspaper a r t i c l e s and a quite complete description i n Time 
Magazine, I have heard that the r a d i o a c t i v i t y of the atomic bomb 
is'most powerful and can cause complete destruction w i t h i n a radius 
of, I believe, between | or 1 mile of the spot that the bomb h i t s , 
w i t h lessening destruction as you get further away from the center. 

(What else have you heard that these rays do to people?) 

I have heard that they either k i l l or badly burn and I have been 
led to understand that there are other effects on the human body 
which may not appear u n t i l sometime l a t e r . 

(About how f a r away from where the bomb f a l l s do you think these rays would 
be dangerous?) 

I believe there would be some ef f e c t anywhere up to a radius of 
three to four miles. 

(How long after a bomb explodes do you think these rays are dangerous to 
people?) 

I am not certain i n my own mind; but with the s t r i c t l y layman's 
Icnowledge, added to fear caused by ignorance, I would probably be 
afr a i d to get near an area f o r about twenty-four hours. 

(I s there any way at a l l of find i n g out whether or not these rays are 
around?) 

Yes, with the renowned Geiger Counter, 

(How do you mean?) 

C i v i l Defense should provide c i v i l i a n s w i t h i t . 



(Do you think anybody i n t h i s country r e a l l y knows very much about what an 
atomic bomb would do to a city?) 

Yes. 

(Who r e a l l y knows?) 

I f e e l certain that the s c i e n t i s t s and m i l i t a r y men have been 
thoroughly studying the effects of atomic bombs and i t i s impor
tant f o r them to inform the people of a l l the details—something 
which they are attempting to do already, 

( i n the l a s t year or so, have you read or heard anything about the effects 
of atomic bombs?) 

Yes. 

(What sort of things have you read or heard?) 

As stated above, I have read what the scientists are t r y i n g to 
inform us of^and that i s a l l the details concerning the effects 
which they lenow and which they can relay to us i n the layman's 
language. 

(Where have you read or heard about these things?) 

Time Magazine and the Cleveland Press. 

(Do you think these things you've heard or read give you a good idea 
of what would happen i f an atom bomb hit ? ) 

Yes. The only place where i t f a l l s down i s with myself, i n s t i l l 
not taking i t quite seriously enough to f u l l y absorb what they are 
t r y i n g to teach me. 

(Why do you say that?) 

I say that because I f e e l that those responsible r e a l l y want to 
educate us. However, there are others who t r y to minimize or 
exaggerate what the sci e n t i s t s can give us. So I think i t i s 
important that fact be labeled f a c t and opinion be labeled opinion. 

( I s there anything on how an atomic bomb would affect your c i t y or the 
people i n i t that you'd l i k e to know more about?) 

Yes, 
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(What v/ould you l i k e to know more about?) 

I would l i k e to know not only how people i n given areas would be 
affected, but also what we can do to most alleviate the effects. 

(Anything else?) 

I would j u s t l i k e to know anything and everything that would be 
helpfu l i n a l l e v i a t i n g ignorance and f a c i l i t a t i n g being as calm 
as possible and as helpful as possible i n case of an attack* 

(What do you think your c i t y would be l i k e a f t e r an attack: do you think 
i t could operate p r e t t y much as usual for the f i r s t few days after an 
atomic bomb h i t , or would the c i t y be at a s t a n d s t i l l ? ) 

At the moment—if a bomb were dropped tomorrow—the c i t y would be 
at a s t a n d - s t i l l because we have not been prepared or given jobs 
that would help those surviving to take over for those l o s t . So 
we come back again to the importance of c i v i l i a n defense. 

(What do you think things would be l i k e ? ) 

I think there would be panic throughout the c i t y as well as the 
prescribed destruction w i t h i n the radius cf the bombing; but I 
do have f a i t h that there are some quick-thinking leaders among us 
common people who would s t a r t thinking and acting as soon aa 
possible. 

(About how long do you think i t would take the c i t y to s t a r t r o l l i n g a g a i n — 
with l i g h t s and gas on ? buses and street cars running, and stores open? 

I f preparations have been made so that we a l l know what our 
in d i v i d u a l jobs are, i t should not take longer than a few hours, 
at least to get the necessary things running i n a temporary way. 

(What about the people who are s t i l l l i v i n g : what would tilings be li k e • 
for them r i g h t after an attack?) 

Here i t depends not only on the preparation, although that w i l l 
make a big difference, but also on the individuals themselves. 
The stronger, quick-thinker w i l l take r e s p o n s i b i l i t y upon him
se l f and by keeping busy a l l e v i a t e his own panic; while the 
uneducated (about the atomic bomb) w i l l f a l l by the wayside i n 
panic and cause more trouble to the workers than he would be of 
help, 

( i f an atomic bomb l i i t i n the center of your c i t y , how far away from 
where i t f e l l do you think everybody would be k i l l e d ? ) 

Within a half a mile radius. 
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(From what you've heard, what would cause most of the deaths?) 

I t seems to me the atomic rays. 

( I s there anything else about the bomb that would k i l l or harm people?) 

Yes, the danger of f a l l i n g debris from destroyed buildings, etc. 

(Suppose you were standing out i n the open: what do you t l i i n k i s the 
nearest you could be to an atomic explosion and s t i l l be safe?) 

Probably outside of a three-quarter mile radius i f one properly 
protected himself by getting under something that could protect 
him from the rays • 

(Have you heard or read anything about what a person ought to do f o r his 
own safety i f there were an atom bomb attack?) 

Yes. 

(•That were some of these things?) 

I read that one should throw himself upon the ground and hide his 
face or crawl under a bed or any such protection, immediately upon 
hearing the warning or the explosion. 

(Do you think you know as much as a person can know now about how to take 
care of yourself and your family i n case of an atomic attack?) 

No. 

.(Are there things you'd l i k e to know more about?) 

Yes, as stated above, I would l i k e to know as much as they can 
teach me so that I can adequately protect myself and help others. 

(Do you think anybody i n this country r e a l l y knows very much about what 
to do i n case of an atomic bombing?) 

Yes. 

(who would you say r e a l l y knows about this?) 

The sci e n t i s t s who have been studying the effects since before 
Japan. 
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(What do you think you'd do i f you heard over the radio that your c i t y 
was i n immediate danger of an atomic bomb attack?) 

I f C i v i l Defense had already been set up I would do the job that 
had been assigned to me; but i f we s t i l l hadn't gotten around to 
taking t h i s thing seriously, why then I would crawl under a bed 
wit h my family and pray. 

(What i s the f i r s t thing you would t r y to do af t e r the attack?) 

I would thank God I was there to do something; and i f C i v i l Defense 
hadn't provided me with a job to do, I would run across the 
street to the nearby hospital and o f f e r my services. 

(What do you think you would t r y to do after that?) 

Whatever I was t o l d to do by a competent authority. 

(Well, how about your neighbors or people generally—do you think they 
would help each other out, or do you think they'd be mainly concerned 
with t h e i r own safety?) 

Once again I think i t depends on the i n d i v i d u a l . 

(!7hy do you say that?) 

Being a person who has quite a b i t of f a i t h i n the inherent 
goodness of man, I f e e l that once they rea3.ized they were s t i l l 
i n one piece most people's next thought would be for the f r i e n d 
and neighbor. 

(What do you think would be the most important things that would have to 
be done i n the c i t y r i g h t after an attack?) 

We would have to be certain that the essentials to l i v i n g — v j a t e r 
supply, etc.—would s t i l l be functioning; i f not, temporary 
means must be set up. Then would be care for the l i v i n g but 
wounded as well as b u r i a l of the dead. 

(Anything else?) 

There w i l l be numerous other things to be done such as getting 
our important, i f not essential, transportation system, l i g h t i n g , 
and so on repaired and operating. 

(Whose job would you say i t i s to get these things done?) 

I would say the over a l l job belongs to a l l those l i v i n g and able, 
but the ind i v i d u a l jobs should be allocated amongst the people 
who have had proper t r a i n i n g prior to any attack. 
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(So f a r I've been asking you about what an atomic bomb would do to a c i t y 
and what would happen to people. Now I'd l i k e to t a l k to you about what 
might be done to prepare i n advance f o r such an attack. 
F i r s t of a l l , what about the system of c i v i l defense our c i t i e s had. i n the 
l a s t war. What did you think of i t ? ) 

C i v i l defense, i n terms of what we are t a l k i n g about now, was non
existent i n the l a s t war i n my opinion. 

(Why?) 
By that I do not mean to say that C i v i l defense was not adequate. 
At that time I do not f e e l ' t h a t anyone r e a l l y took seriously the 
threat of an a i r r a i d here, except perhaps i n the coastal c i t i e s 
such as San Francisco and New York. I was too far removed from 
them to f u l l y realize what preparations they were making. 

(Was there anything you f e l t was p a r t i c u l a r l y good about i t ? ) 

Any e f f o r t that was made at least gave the c i v i l i a n at home the 
feeling that he, too, had a job to do; but I do not f e e l that i t s 
value extended f a r beyond t h a t . 

(Was there anything else you f e l t was p a r t i c u l a r l y bad about i t ? ) 

No, I didn't f e e l there was the need f o r alarm then. 

(Did you or any member of your family take any part i n i t ? ) 

No. 

(As f a r as you know, who i s i n charge of c i v i l defense i n your c i t y now— 
the state government, the federal government, the c i t y government, or the 
Army?) 

Nobody, since the mayor not only hasn't found anyone yet, but 
now states there seems to be no hurry. 

(How about the way your c i t y i s set up now? Do you think i t ' d be able to 
do a good job of taking care of people after an atomic attack i f i t were 
to happen r i g h t now?) 

No. 

(Why do you say that?) 

No e f f o r t s have been even begun as yet. 
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(V/hat do you think ought to be done now to prepare f o r a possible atomic 
attack?) 

I think shelters should be b u i l t , jobs assigned to individuals, 
and the general public should be'bombarded with a thorough educa
t i o n a l program on the effects of and t h e i r jobs i n an atomic 
attack. 

(How do you f e e l about the things they're doing now to prepare?) 

I f e e l so f a r i t i s a l l t a l k and no action. 

(Why do you f e e l that way?) 

Because nobody, at least i n the c i t y of Cleveland, seems to be 
making any d e f i n i t e steps toward preparation. 

(Do you think they should begin a campaign now to get people to work i n 
c i v i l defense?) 

Yes, but f i r s t get our leader and then give us a plan. 

(Do you think t h i s preparation should be the job of the c i t y government, 
or do you think getting your c i t y ready to take care of an atomic attack 
should be the job of the Federal Government, the Army, or some other 
group?) 

The c i t y government under an over a l l plan proposed and perhaps 
coordinated by the Federal Government. 

(Well, which one do you think should take the lead?) 

The Federal Government should take the lead so that a l l c i t i e s 
can begin t h e i r own preparation i n a u n i f i e d way, rather than 
leaving i t up to each c i t y ' s own i n t e r e s t or lethargy. 

("/hat about the American Legion, the Red Cross, and organizations l i k e 
t h a t — d o you think they should play a part i n getting your c i t y ready to 
meet an attack?) 

The Red Cross, of course, w i l l be an important part of any such 
preparation. And a l l other appropriate organizations should 
cooperate wherever they can be most useful. 

(What do you think they could do?) 

They can get t h e i r members to o f f e r t h e i r services as a u n i f i e d , 
already organized group and the c i v i l defense leader i n the c i t y 
can decide where they best f i t in—whether as an organization 
or as individuals. 
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(Do you think most of the actual work i n a c i v i l defense program w i l l 
have to be done by ordinary people who've had some t r a i n i n g , or w i l l rcost 
of the work be a job f o r regular firemen and policemen?) 

The actual work, I f e e l , w i l l have to be shared by a l l , 

(Why do you say that?) 

The effects of such a bombing w i l l be so vast that the help of 
a l l those who can possibly help w i l l be needed. 

(Do'you think ordinary people can do a good enough job?) 

Yes, i f they have been prepared ahead of time, 

(Why do you f e e l that way?) 

Because who are the regular firemen and policemen but ordinary-
people who have been trained for a job? 

(Here's a l i s t of jobs that might have to be done i n such a program: 
1, f i g h t i n g f i r e s 
2, watching f o r and reporting f i r e s 
3, spotting airplanes 
u. getting children and old people out of danger areas 
5, giving f i r s t aid to injured and burned people 
6, rescuing people from wrecked buildings 

Which do you think you could do or could be trained to do?) 

I f e e l I could be trained f o r any one of them, but probably giving 
f i r s t aid would be more i n my l i n e , 

(Would there be anything t h a t would worry you about doing these jobs?) 

Not i f I had the confidence that my t r a i n i n g was adequate. 

(What i f t h i s work had to be done i n places where there were a l o t of 
dead and injured people and where there could be danger from f i r e and 
atomic rays—under these conditions how would you 'feel about taking part 
i n c i v i l defense work?) 

I f I had a job to do I would do i t as long as I f e l t i t was 
necessary and h e l p f u l ; for i n a s i t u a t i o n l i k e t h i s one cannot 
merely think of one's s e l f . 

(Are there any things i n your work or personal l i f e that might make i t 
hard f o r you to work i n c i v i l defense or keep you from doing i t ? ) 

No. 



(7/hat about a set-up where certain people would take care of children and 
sick people so that everybody else could work on c i v i l defense. Vfould 
you be w i l l i n g to go along w i t h a plan l i k e t h i s , or do you f e e l the 
best thing you could do would be to s t i c k w i t h your own family?) 

I f e e l that my f i r s t desire would be to stick with my own family, 
but that the best and most e f f i c i e n t t i l i n g would be a set-up 
such as you suggest, I would go along with i t i n view of the 
seriousness of any such s i t u a t i o n , 

( A l l i n a l l , do you think a l l t h i s preparation for c i v i l defense can 
r e a l l y do any good i f there's an atomic attack?) 

Yes, 

(To close now, do you f i n d t h i s topic of atomic bombing i n t e r e s t i n g , or 
do you wish there weren't so much t a l k about i t ? ) 

I don't l i k e the t a l k , but the more t a l k the better. 

(iThy do you f e e l that way?) 

Because we cannot be ostriches and hide our heads i n the sand. 
I t i s far better to be prepared and not to have to use the 
preparation than to f i n d out that i t i s too l i t t l e too l a t e . 
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This interview was taken i n a midwestern urban center. The respondent 
i s an insurance broker, i s over s i x t y , and i s married. He has a ninth-
grade education and an income over £5000. He i s a member of a f r a t e r n a l 
organization and of a professional group, has voted i n the l a s t two local 
elections, and i s favorable i n his a t t i t u d e toward his c i t y . 

(How do you f e e l about the way things are going here i n t h i s country these 
days?) 

I am very concerned. 

(How do you mean?) 

A l l t h i s has brought on a l i t t l e nervous breakdown on my part. I 
think we have an irresponsible government running the country. 
You don't know what i s going to happen, you can't adjust yourself, 
and you can't make plans. 

(Are there any other things that are happening here i n t h i s country that 
upset or disturb you?) 

Yes, 

(What things are you disturbed about?) 

Those o f f i c e r s of the unions are to blame f o r much of our domestic -
troubles. People building a home are always troubled with the 
unions, A home could be b u i l t i n three months, but you are 
fortunate i f you can get i t b u i l t i n nine or ten months; i t i s due 
to strikes of the labor unions, 

(How much would you say you've been bothered or worried about things i n 
t h i s country—very much, quite a b i t , some, j u s t a l i t t l e , or not much?) 

Very much, 

(How do you f e e l about what's happening i n the world these days?) 

Of course the farther away you are from what i s happening i n the 
world the less you think about i t . I don't believe our boys have 
any r i g h t to be over i n Korea. I haven't given too much thought 
to the rest of the world—we should j u s t leave them alone. Let 
those countries take care o f themselves. 
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(Are there any other things about what's happening i n the world today 
that have upset or disturbed you?) 

Nothing else. 

(What things are.you disturbed about?) 

This Formosa business i s bothering me; v/e shouldn't turn i t over 
to the Reds. MacArthur knows what i t i s a l l about and he v r i l l 
take care of things. 

(How much would you say you've been bothered or worried about things i n 
the world—very much, quite a b i t , some, j u s t a l i t t l e , or not much?) 

Some. 

(Which would you say has bothered you or been on your mind most: the way 
things are going i n t h i s country or the way things are going i n the world 
generally?) 

This Korea business bothers me personally. I t shows the trends 
the government i s taking and that i s n ' t r i g h t . I don't believe the 
American people are i n favor of i t . 

(Speaking of world a f f a i r s , how l i k e l y do you think i t i s that we're i n 
fo r another world war—no question about i t , very l i k e l y , probably, about 
a f i f t y - f i f t y chance, probably not, very un l i k e l y , or absolutely not?) 

Probably not. 

(Why do you f e e l that way?) 

I don't know i f t h i s country could stand another war. I guess 
that's about a l l . Russia may give us trouble i f we are looking 
f o r i t . I f we leave them alone they w i l l leave us alone. 

( I f war does come, do you think i t ' s l i k e l y to happen i n the next six 
months, the next year or two, or when?) 

Couple of years at least, 

( I f you were asked at the present time to work on a c i v i l defense project, 
l i k e learning to f i g h t f i r e s or taking care of people wounded i n a bombing 
attack, and so on, how would you f e e l about i t ? ) 

I don't think i t i s necessary f o r everyone to help. 
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(Why would you f e e l t h a t way?) 

I saw so much rubbish i n the l a s t war t h a t d i d n ' t mean anything, 
so I don't f e e l i t ' i s necessary and i t w i l l j u s t be a waste o f 
time* I f you had to do i t t h a t would be d i f f e r e n t . I t i s j u s t 
the doings o f the bureaucrats to make you t h i n k i t i s more serious 
than i t i s . 

(Are there any t h i n g s i n c i v i l defense you f e e l you would be w i l l i n g to do?) 

Only i f I am force d t o help or i t was d e f i n i t e l y necessary, not 
j u s t created. 

( i n case we have another w o r l d war, how w e l l do you t h i n k the Army and 
A i r Forces could do i n preventing a i r attacks on our c i t i e s ? ) 

I t h i n k e v e n t u a l l y they would, but at f i r s t they would be out o f 
l u c k . 

(What makes you say t h a t ? ) 

The country i s p r e t t y b i g and probably i t i s p h y s i c a l l y 
impossible to p r o t e c t i t a l l w i t h the equipment we have now. 
You have j u s t so much equipment and i t w i l l p r o t e c t j u s t so much 
t e r r i t o r y . 

( A l l i n a l l , would you say the Army and A i r Forces could p r o t e c t our 
c i t i e s completely, p r o t e c t them from heavy damage, or wouldn't be able to 
prevent heavy damage?) 

Other co u n t r i e s couldn't prevent i t so how can v/e? Germany had a 
f i n e a i r f o r c e and they couldn't prevent i t . V/e would have heavy 
damage• 

( I f the United States i s attacked, do you t h i n k our c i t i e s are l i k e l y t o 
be h i t w i t h atomic bombs?) 

Probably eastern c i t i e s . 

(Why do you f e e l t h a t way?) 

They probably have a system where they could h u r l i t by a i r c r a f t 

or from the sea. But v/e have the production and a b i l i t y to stop i t . 

(What about your c i t y ? Do you t h i n k i t would be bombed?) 

I don't t h i n k i t would be p r o f i t a b l e f o r them. 
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(Do you t h i n k your c i t y i s more l i k e l y o r l e s s l i k e l y to be attacked than 
other b i g c i t i e s ? ) 

Even chance, being an i n l a n d c i t y . 

(Why do you say t h a t ? ) 

You would t h i n k they would want to do more m i l i t a r y damage. 
Chicago i s spread out and the f a c t o r i e s aren't i n the c i t y anymore. 
They're on the o u t s k i r t s of the c i t y . The c i t y has no m i l i t a r y 
value t o make i t a t a r g e t f o r bombing. I f * the bomb i s as they say, 
by p u t t i n g one i n the lake i t would a f f e c t tho water o f the lake 
and do harm, 

( I n case v/e have another w o r l d war, do you t h i n k your c i t y w i l l be i n 
danger from any other k i n d o f enemy a c t i v i t i e s or attacks?) 

I t would be t r i e d . 

(What kinds?) 

I f they could do something t o c r i p p l e e l e c t r i c and u t i l i t y companies, 
t h a t would do the t r i c k and would be a major hamper to i n d u s t r i e s . 

(How about an enemy purposely spreading germs, or what they c a l l b i o l o g i c a l 
warfare: do you t h i n k there would be any danger l i k e t h a t to your c i t y ? ) 

They might, but you can't say how successful i t would be because c f 
the b i g area the c i t y covers. 

(How about poison gas, or what they c a l l chemical warfare?) 

No. 

(Of a l l these—germs, atomic bombs, poison gas, sabotage—which do you 
t h i n k i s most l i k e l y t o be used?) 

Sabotage, 

(Which one do you t h i n k would be the most t e r r i b l e ? ) 

Sabotage. 

(Why do you f e e l t h a t way?) 

There are people i n t h i s country i n the l a s t twenty years t h a t have 
developed hatred against M e r i c a and they would l i k e t o get at b i g 
i n d u s t r y j u s t g e n e r a l l y . A l o t o f labor heads would l i k e t o get 
back at business. 
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(Suppose an atomic bomb were dropped i n the center o f your c i t y , "/hat 
do you t h i n k would be the r e s u l t s ? ) 

I t i s hard to v i s u a l i z e — I j u s t wouldn't know. They are g r e a t l y 
p u b l i c i z e d , b u t i n r e a l i t y you don't know how they would work o u t . 

(Do you t h i n k i t would be any d i f f e r e n t from an a t t a c k w i t h o r d i n a r y 
bombs?) 

Apparently. 

( I n what ways would i t be d i f f e r e n t ? ) 

V/e have no knowledge o f the A-bomb except from one place: t h a t i s 
a Japanese c i t y . I t d i d such a l a r g e amount o f damage over so 
much greater area than o r d i n a r y bombs d i d . 

(What do you t h i n k would happen t o the people?) 

I f they had a chance they would leave the c i t y . I j u s t wouldn't 
know. 

(Have you heard o f r a d i o a c t i v i t y or atomic rays or something l i k e t h a t i n 
connection w i t h the bomb?) 

Yes, I read i t . 

(What have you heard about i t ? ) 

I t seems t h a t the p a r t i c l e s the bombs are made up o f w i l l t r a v e l 
through the a i r f o r some d i s t a n c e . 

(What else have you heard t h a t these rays do to people?) 

Just from reading: i t w i l l make d i f f e r e n t kinds o f burns on the 
human body, I'm not up cn t h a t ; I'm j u s t not i n t e r e s t e d i n i t . 

(About how f a r away from where the bomb f a l l s do you t h i n k these rays 
would be dangerous?) 

Perhaps f i f t y m i l e s . 

(How long a f t e r a bomb explodes do you t h i n k these rays are dangerous to 
people?) 

Immediately and f o r several weeks a f t e r . 

( I s there any way at a l l of f i n d i n g out whether or n o t these rays are 
around?) 

Yes. 
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(How do you mean?) 

They have t e s t i n g machines o r instruments, 

(Do you t h i n k anybody i n t h i s country r e a l l y knows v e r y much about what 
an atomic bomb would do to a c i t y ? ) 

I doubt i t . "I even doubt t h a t s c i e n t i s t s know; they would have to 
have an a c t u a l t e s t . 

( I n the l a s t year or so, have you read or heard anything about the e f f e c t s 
o f atomic bombs?) 

No. 

( I s there anything on how an atomic bomb would a f f e c t your c i t y or the 
people i n i t t h a t you'd l i k e t o know more about?) 

No. 

('.That do you t h i n k your c i t y would be l i k e a f t e r an attack: do you t h i n k 
i t could operate p r e t t y much as u s u a l f o r the f i r s t few days a f t e r an 
atomic bomb h i t , or would the c i t y be at a s t a n d - s t i l l ? ) 

I t would be at a s t a n d - s t i l l , 

(What do you t h i n k t h i n g s would be l i k e ? ) 

I f i t was an A-bomb i t would a f f e c t the whole c i t y , w i t h no 
u t i l i t i e s , l i g h t s o u t , no water. I t i s a p r e t t y b i g c i t y made o f 
stone and s t e e l and I don't know i f i t could do a l l t h a t damage, 
as they say, I don't t h i n k i t w i l l be as bad as they say. 

(About how long do you t h i n k i t would take the c i t y t o s t a r t r o l l i n g 
a g a i n — w i t h l i g h t s and gas on, buses and s t r e e t cars running, end stores 
open?) 

Because o f r a d i a t i o n , i t depends on now long i t would take to get 
r i d o f the e f f e c t s o f i t . I couldn't say any d e f i n i t e time. 

(What about the people who are s t i l l l i v i n g : what would things be l i k e 
f o r them r i g h t a f t e r an attack?) 

"Well, i t may have the same e f f e c t on the people as the Chicago 
f i r e h a d — c o n f u s i o n and so f o r t h — b u t I doubt t h a t i t would be 
t h a t bad. I j u s t haven't read anything on the A-bomb, 

( I f an atomic bomb h i t i n the center o f your c i t y , how f a r away from 
where i t f e l l do you t h i n k everybody would be k i l l e d ? ) 

I would say a m i l e . 
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(From v/hat you've heard, what would cause most o f the deaths?) 

The r a d i a t i o n and burns caused by i t . 

( I s there anything else about the bomb t h a t would k i l l or harm people?) 

The d i r e c t blowing up perhaps, the e r u p t i o n o f the bomb. 

(Suppose you were standing o u t i n the open: v/hat do you t h i n k i s the 
nearest you could be t o an atomic explosion and s t i l l be safe?) 

Ten m i l e s . 

(Have you heard o r read anything about what a person ought to do f o r his 
own s a f e t y i f there were an atom bomb attack?) 

Yes. 

(What vtere some o f these t h i n g s ? ) 

T r y t o get underground-—in the c e l l a r , they say. 

(Do you t h i n k you know as much as a person can know now about how to take 
care o f y o u r s e l f and your f a m i l y i n case o f an atomic attack?) 

Mo. 

(Are there t h i n g s you'd l i k e to know more about?) 

Ho. 

(Do you t h i n k anybody i n t h i s country r e a l l y knows very much about what to 
do i n case o f an atomic bombing?) 

Wo. 

(What do you t h i n k you'd do i f you heard over the radio t h a t your c i t y 
was i n immediate danger o f an atomic bomb attack?) 

Make a run f o r the country. 

(Suppose you were i n the c i t y d u ring the bombing: what do you t h i n k would 
be the f i r s t t h i n g you'd t r y to do a f t e r the attack?) 

There would be too much confusion to do much. I would t r y to get 
out o f the c i t y . 

(V/hat do you t h i n k you would t r y t o do a f t e r t h a t ? ) 

Never having been i n a p o s i t i o n l i k e t h a t , I wouldn't knov/. 

t 



-32-

( W e l l , how about your neighbors o r people g e n e r a l l y — d o you t h i n k they would 
help each other o u t , o r do you t h i n k they'd be mainly concerned w i t h t h e i r 
own safety?) 

I t h i n k there w i l l be a l o t o f help. 

(Why do you say t h a t ? ) 

I t h i n k the American people are i n c l i n e d t o help i n an emergency 
o f any k i n d . 

(V/hat do you t h i n k would be the most important t h i n g s t h a t would have to 
be done i n the c i t y r i g h t a f t e r an attack?) 

W e l l , somehow or o t h e r to get r i d o f the e f f e c t s o f the bomb. 
Try to get t h i n g s i n order and take care c f the wounded. 

(Anything else?) 

I can't t h i n k o f anything. 

(Whose j o b would you say i t i s to get these t h i n g s done?) 

C i t y o f f i c i a l s and other leaders developed f o r t h a t k i n d o f an 
emergency and the people themselves. 

(So f a r I've been asking you about v/hat an atomic bomb would do to a c i t y 
and what would happen to people. Now I ' d l i k e to t a l k to you about v/hat 
might be done t o prepare i n advance f o r such an a t t a c k . 
F i r s t o f a l l , v/hat about the system o f c i v i l defense our c i t i e s had i n the 
l a s t war. What d i d you t h i n k o f i t ? ) 

Nothing, a b s o l u t e l y n o t h i n g . I t was the most f o o l i s h t h i n g they 
d i d . I t v/as j u s t a l o t o f bunk. 

(Was there anything you f e l t was p a r t i c u l a r l y good about i t ? ) 

Nothing t h a t I could see. 

(Was there anything you f e l t v/as p a r t i c u l a r l y bad about i t ? ) 

The t i l i n g s I saw, l i k e the wardens chasing b a l l o o n s , and j u s t 
e v e r y t h i n g . The wardens and everyone j u s t d i d n ' t know what they 
were doing. I j u s t thought i t v/as a l l f o o l i s h . 

(Did you o r any member o f your f a m i l y take any p a r t i n i t ? ) 

No. 
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(As f a r as you know, who i s i n charge o f c i v i l defense i n your c i t y nor/— 
the s t a t e government, the f e d e r a l government, the c i t y government, or the 
Army?) 

The c i t y . 

(How about the way your c i t y i s . s e t up now? Do you t h i n k i t ' d be able to 
do a good j o b o f t a k i n g care o f people a f t e r an atomic a t t a c k i f i t were 
to happen r i g h t now?). 

F a i r l y w e l l . 

(Why do you say t h a t ? ) 

The c i t y i s w e l l organized f o r emergencies, whether i t i s a f i r e 
o r an explosion o r any d i s a s t e r t h a t may happen. I don't mean 
the c i t y so much as p r i v a t e i n s t i t u t i o n s and business places. 

(What do you t h i n k ought to be done now t o prepare f o r a p o s s i b l e atomic 
attack?) 

Nothing t h a t I can forsee. 

(How do you f e e l about the t h i n g s they're doing now t o prepare?) 

I have no knowledge o f anything being done. 

(Do you t h i n k they should begin a campaign now to get people t o work i n 
c i v i l defense?) 

I'm against i t , b u t I b e l i e v e i n p r e v e n t i n g wars. This prepa
r a t i o n i s a l l unnecessary. 

(Do you t h i n k t h i s p r e p a r a t i o n should be the j o b o f the c i t y government, 
or do you t h i n k g e t t i n g your c i t y ready to take care o f an atomic attack 
should be the job o f the Federal Government, the Army, o r some other 
group?) 

P r i v a t e groups, o r b e t t e r y e t , i n d u s t r i a l leaders. P o l i t i c i a n s 
do more t a l k than a c t i o n . 

(Why?) 

Whenever there are p o l i t i c i a n s i n i t there i s alv/ays a mess. 
They j u s t want votes and what they can gain; they don't have the 
people's i n t e r e s t a t heart. P r i v a t e i n d u s t r y can do a b e t t e r j o b . 
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(What about the American Legion, the Red Cross, and o r g a n i z a t i o n s l i k e 
t h a t — d o you t h i n k they should p l a y a p a r t i n g e t t i n g your c i t y ready to 
meet an attack?) 

No. 

(What do you t h i n k they could do?) 

I don't t h i n k e i t h e r one i s capable o f doing much good or help 
i n any way. The Red Cross i s too much o f a p o l i t i c a l group. 

(Do you t h i n k most o f the a c t u a l work i n a c i v i l defense program w i l l 
have to be done by o r d i n a r y people who've had some t r a i n i n g , o r w i l l most 
o f the work be a j o b f o r r e g u l a r firemen and policemen?) 

Ordinary people w i l l have to help. 

(Why do you say t h a t ? ) 

The policemen, and firemen don't have enough men and i t i s n ' t a 
b i g enough o r g a n i z a t i o n ; i t vrould be too immense f o r then. 

(Do you t h i n k o r d i n a r y people can do a good enough job?) 

Yes. 

(Why do you f e e l t h a t way?) 

They always have been able t o . That has been demonstrated i n the 
past i n o t h e r d i s o r d e r s . 

(Here's a l i s t o f jobs t h a t might have t o be done i n such a program: 
1. f i g h t i n g f i r e s . 
2. watching f o r and r e p o r t i n g f i r e s . 
3. s p o t t i n g a i r p l a n e s . 
i i . g e t t i n g c h i l d r e n and o l d people out o f danger areas. 

g i v i n g f i r s t a i d to i n j u r e d and burned people. 
6. rescuing people from wrecked b u i l d i n g s . 

Which do you t h i n k you could do o r co u l d be t r a i n e d t o do?) 

Ge t t i n g c h i l d r e n and o l d people out o f danger areas. 

(Would there be anything t h a t would w o r r y you about doing these jobs?) 

No. 

(What i f t h i s work had to be done i n places where there were a l o t of dead 
and i n j u r e d people and where there could be danger from f i r e and atonic 
r a y s — u n d e r these c o n d i t i o n s how would you f e e l about t a k i n g p a r t i n 
c i v i l defense work?) 

I f i t had t o be done, I f e e l I would have to do i t the same as the 
r e s t o f them. 
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(Are there any t h i n g s i n your -work o r personal l i f e t h a t n i g h t make i t 
hard f o r you t o do work i n c i v i l defense o r keep you from doing i t ? ) 

No. 

( A l l i n a l l , do you t h i n k a l l t h i s p r e p a r a t i o n f o r c i v i l defense can r e a l l y 
do any good i f there's an atomic attack?) 

I doubt i t , because there i s nothing known about i t or how t o 
prepare against i t i n a c i t y l i k e Chicago or a modern c i t y . 

(To close now, do you f i n d t h i s t o p i c o f atomic bombing i n t e r e s t i n g , or 
do you wish there weren't so much t a l k about i t ? ) 

I don't care to hear about i t . 

(Why do you f e e l that'way?) 

I f e e l the whole t h i n g i s unnecessary i f we mind our ovm business 
and stay out o f everyone else's business. Wars could be prevented; 
I f George Washington v/as a l i v e today and we f o l l o w e d h i s d o c t r i n e s , 
the American people wouldn't have to f e a r A-bombs o r war w i t h 
o t her c o u n t r i e s . 
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This s i x t y - t w o year o l d housewife was interviewed i n a large eastern 
community. She i s an immigrant from I r e l a n d and has a ninth-grade education. 
Her husband i s a l i n o t y p e operator and t h e i r income, i n c l u d i n g r e n t a l s , 
i s over 05000. They belong to a church club and her husband i s a member o f 
a union. She voted i n the l a s t two l o c a l e l e c t i o n s and i s favorable i n 
her a t t i t u d e toward the c i t y i n which she l i v e s . 

(How do you f e e l about the way t h i n g s are going here i n t h i s country these 
days?) 

W e l l , i t ' s n ot too good. Not w i t h a l l the problems v/e have these 
days. 

(How do you mean?) 

W e l l , there's t h i s war business and the young men being sent to 
Korea. And the cost o f l i v i n g i s r i g h t out o f t h i s w o r l d . 

(Are there any other t h i n g s t h a t are happening here i n t h i s country that 
upset o r d i s t u r b you?) 

Yes. The g r a f t o f the p o l i t i c i a n s and the p o l i c e , t o o , 

(Anything else?) 

Yes. A l l the t e r r i b l e t h i n g s the p o l i t i c i a n s say about each 
o t h e r . I t ' s a shame people have so much hate i n t h e i r hearts. 

(How much would you say you've been bothered o r w o r r i e d about t h i n g s i n 
t h i s c o u n t r y — v e r y much, q u i t e a b i t , some, j u s t a l i t t l e , o r not much?) 

Some. I could v/orry l o t s more, but i f I do I ' l l make myself s i c k 
and t h a t ' s f o o l i s h . 

(How do you f e e l about what's happening i n the worl d these days?) 

Just the same—only worse. I t ' s downright bad, I t h i n k . 

(V/hat do you have i n mind?) 

The v/ar. The way the savages are k i l l i n g our people i n Korea. 

(Are there any other t h i n g s about what's happening i n the world today t h a t 
have upset or d i s t u r b e d you?) 

Yes. The way Vishinsky and Holotov t r e a t the Americans a t the 
U. N. I t t u r n s my stomach to hear i t . 
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(Anything else?) 

W e l l , the way the f o r e i g n e r s are spending the money we send t h e n — 
and the way i t makes our taxes jump. 

(How much would you sa5'" you've been bothered or w o r r i e d about t h i n g s i n 
the w o r l d — v e r y much, q u i t e a b i t , some, j u s t a l i t t l e , or not much?) 

Plenty w o r r i e d . Say q u i t e a b i t . 

(Which would you say has bothered you or been on your mind most: the way 
t h i n g s are going i n t h i s country or the way t h i n g s are going i n the w o r l d 
generally?) 

I t ' s a l l together, to me. But I guess the w o r l d conditions are 
worse. 

(Speaking o f w o r l d a f f a i r s , how l i k e l y do you t h i n k i t i s t h a t we're i n 
f o r another w o r l d war—no question about i t , v e r y l i k e l y , probably, about 
a f i f t y - f i f t y chance, probably n o t , v e r y u n l i k e l y , or a b s o l u t e l y not?) 

Aren't v/e i n i t already? I t h i n k we're i n the t h i r d w o r l d war 
r i g h t now. 

(Why do you f e e l t h a t way?) 

"T e l l , I can't see why my nephews are being d r a f t e d , unless the 
government t h i n k s t h i s Korean war i s the opening gun o f a w o r l d 
war. 

( I f war does come, do you t h i n k i t ' s l i k e l y to happen i n the next s i x 
months, the next year or two, o r when?) 

As I see i t , i t ' s l i k e l y to happen tomorrow—or next week. 

( i f you were asked at the present time t o work on a c i v i l defense i ^ r o j e c t , 
l i k e l e a r n i n g to f i g h t f i r e s or talcing care o f people wounded i n a bombing 
a t t a c k , and so on, how would you f e e l about i t ? ) 

I f I could be o f use I ' d help, 

(Why would you f e e l t h a t way?) 

I t h i n k v/e'11 a l l have to h e l p . That's our duty. We have to do 
what vie can. 
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(How would you f e e l about g i v i n g a few hours a week f o r at l e a s t six months 
to l e a r n i n g t h i s k i n d o f work?) 

I'm no good a t l e a r n i n g . Can't seem t o keep my mind on i t . But 
I can help some way, I know. 

(Are there any t h i n g s i n c i v i l defense you f e e l you would be w i l l i n g to do?) 

I heard they might need women t o work i n nurseries or cook. I can 
do t h a t ; I ' d be good at i t . 

( i n case v/e have another wo r l d war, how w e l l do you t h i n k the Army and 
A i r Forces could do i n preventing a i r attacks on our c i t i e s ? ) 

They'd t r y — t h e y ' d do t h e i r b e s t . But I . don't know i f they could 
prevent i t e n t i r e l y . 

('.That makes you say t h a t ? ) 

Those Russians are so t r i c k y . How do v/e know they haven't got some 
bombs r i g h t here i n t h i s country now? I t would be j u s t l i k e them 
t o sneak a few i n here. 

( A l l i n a l l , would you say the Army and A i r Forces could p r o t e c t our c i t i e s 
completely, p r o t e c t them from heavy damage, o r wouldn't be able to prevent 
heavy damage?) 

I don't know t h a t . I t would a l l depend on how they were equipped 
t o f i g h t — h o w many planes there were and how much radar v/as used, 
( i n t e r v i e w e r asks repondent i f she could say how she r e a l l y f e e l s 
about t h i s question.) I f I d i d do t h a t , I ' d say we don't need to 
worry because v/e have the f i n e s t a i r force i n the wor l d . Only I 
do anyway because the Russians are so sneaky. 

( I f the United States i s attacked, do you t h i n k our c i t i e s are l i k e l y to 
be h i t w i t h atomic bombs?) 

Oh yes, you can be sure o f t h a t . I f the Russians have the bombs, 
they v/on't come over here and leave the bombs at home. 

(Why do you f e e l t h a t way?) 

I f they come over here t h e y ' l l t r y to scare us. T h e y ' l l t r y to 
k i l l as many o f us as they c a n — q u i c k , r i g h t o f f — t o discourage us, 

(What about your c i t y ? Do you t h i n k i t would be bombed?) 

I suppose so. Yes. 
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(Do you t h i n k your c i t y i s more l i k e l y o r less l i k e l y t o be attacked than 
other b i g c i t i e s ? ) 

More l i k e l y , I guess. 

(Why do you say t h a t ? ) 

W e l l , a l l the t a l k i n g Russia does about the c a p i t a l i s t s and the 
Wall S t r e e t gang. Wouldn't she love t o drop a bomb on them? 
Give her. r e a l pleasure to do t h a t . 

( I n case v/e have another wo r l d war, do you t h i n k your c i t y w i l l be i n danger 
from any other k i n d o f enemy a c t i v i t i e s o r attacks?) 

Yes. 

(What kinds?) 

The spies, the Russian agents i n t h i s country. They'd t r y to 
sabotage everything to hinder us from f i g h t i n g w e l l . 

(How about ah enemy purposely spreading germs, or what they c a l l b i o l o g i c a l 
warfare: do you t h i n k there would be any danger l i k e t h a t t o your c i t y ? ) 

I don't t h i n k so, no. Because our doctors know more about t h a t 
than the Russians do., and they know t h a t we'd go r i g h t over to 
Russia and drop worse germs. I f they ever d i d t h a t , we'd have to 
have cur revenge on them. 

(How about poison gas, or v/hat they c a l l chemical v/ar fare?) 

No, I t h i n k they'd s k i p t h a t , t o o . The atom bomb i s deadlier and 
k i l l s people quicker. 

(Of a l l these—germs, atomic bombs, poison gas, sabotage—which do you 
t h i n k i s most l i k e l y t o be used?) 

The atom bomb. 

(Which one do you t h i n k would be the most t e r r i b l e ? ) 

The atom bomb. 

(Why do you f e e l t h a t way?) 

"Well, i t ' s t e r r i f i c . A l l those r e p o r t s about Hiroshima can't be 
l i e s . The atom bomb i s r i g h t out o f t h i s w o r l d . 
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(Suppose an atomic bomb were dropped i n the center o f your c i t y . V/hat do 
you t h i n k would be the r e s u l t s ? ) 

Ruin, d e s t r u c t i o n , panic, mass k i l l i n g s . I t would be t e r r i b l e . 

(Do you t h i n k i t would be any d i f f e r e n t from an at t a c k w i t h o r d i n a r y tombs?) 

Yes, o f course. 

( i n what ways would i t be d i f f e r e n t ? ) 

I t spreads so much f u r t h e r and k i l l s so many more people. You 
know, though, i n a way i t ' s more m e r c i f u l . B e t t e r t o have one 
bomb than to have l i t t l e bombs dropping a l l over the place n i g h t 
a f t e r n i g h t . This way you'd be scared, but you wouldn't have t o 
expect t o meet your Maker every day. Those atom bombs are so 
expensive they can't have too many o f them to use. 

(what do you t h i n k would happen to the people?) 

God help us a l l . "Te'd e i t h e r be k i l l e d o r have our f a m i l y o r 
f r i e n d s k i l l e d , I'm sure. Everyone would be i n despair; everyone 
would be a f f e c t e d . 

(Anything else?) 

Wo, except t h a t i t would be l i k e the end o f the wor l d . 

(Have you heard o f r a d i o a c t i v i t y or atomic rays o r something l i k e t h a t i n 
connection w i t h the bomb?) 

Yes, I read about t h a t . 

(V/hat have you heard about i t ? ) 

They b u r n — b u r n t e r r i b l y . They can k i l l you i f the b l a s t doesn't. 

(V/hat else have you heard t h a t these rays do t o people?) 

They b l i n d them—and burn the clothes o f f t h e i r backs and the f l e s h 
o f f t h e i r bones. 

(About how f a r away from where the bomb f a l l s do you t h i n k these rays would 
be dangerous?) 

I t h i n k i t ' s about two m i l e s . 
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(How long a f t e r a bomb explodes do you t h i n k these rays are dangerous to 
people?) 

I don't know t h a t . Maybe f o r a day o r t w o — b u t i t seems to me 
I read t h a t they keep g e t t i n g weaker, 

( I s there any way a t a l l o f f i n d i n g o u t whether or not these rays are 
around?) 

Yes—a machine. I f o r g e t what they c a l l i t , 

(How do you mean?) 

I t ' s l i k e a thermometer, I t h i n k . I t t e l l s how many rays are 
around and how strong the rays are, 

(Do you t h i n k anybody i n t h i s c ountry r e a l l y knows very much about v/hat an 
atomic bomb would do t o a c i t y ? ) 

Surely. The men who went i n t o Japan a f t e r the bombs were dropped. 

(Who would r e a l l y know?) 

I t h i n k i t v/as the Army t h a t went i n — o r v/as i t the Marines? And 
o f course Mr. L i l i e n t h a l and h i s workers should know t h a t , too. 

( i n the l a s t year o r so, have you read or heard anything about the e f f e c t s 
o f atom bombs?) 

Yes. I read a s t o r y i n the magazine about i t , 

(What s o r t o f th i n g s have you read o r heard?) 

I t t o l d what would happen i f a bomb f e l l i n Nev/ York C i t y . I 
t h i n k i t was k i n d o f exaggerated, though, 

(Where have you read o r heard about these things?) 

I f o r g e t i f was the Saturday Evening Post or C o l l i e r s . I t was a 
few weeks ago. 

(Do you t h i n k these t h i n g s you've heard o r read give you a good idea o f 
what would happen i f an atom bomb h i t ? ) 

Yes. At l e a s t they give me some idea, even i f the men who wrote 
those s t o r i e s d i d exaggerate, 

(Why do you say t h a t ? ) 

W e l l , i t gave me a good h e a l t h y scare. I t made me r e a l i z e how 
serious i t could be. 
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( i s there anything on how an atomic bomb would a f f e c t your c i t y or the 
people i n i t t h a t you'd l i k e t o knov/ more about?) 

No, i t would j u s t worry me. I f one comes, then I ' l l do what I can 
to help other people—always presupposing the good Lord spares me 
when the bomb f a l l s - But I'm not going to get myself a l l e x c i t e d 
and l o o k i n g f o r t r o u b l e . 

('Why i s t h a t ? ) 

I o n l y work w e l l when I'm not nervous. I k i n d o f have to have 
something h i t me quick; then I'm calm and sens i b l e . But i f I go 
worrying about t h i n g s before they happen, I make myself s i c k and 
I'm no good a t a l l . 

(What do you t h i n k your c i t y would be l i k e a f t e r an attack: do you t h i n k 
i t could operate p r e t t y much as usual f o r the f i r s t few. days a f t e r an 
atomic bomb h i t , or would the c i t y be a t a s t a n d - s t i l l ? ) 

Oh my, not I t wouldn't operate a t a l l . I t would be a t a dead 
s t a n d - s t i l l . 

(What do you t h i n k t h i n g s would be l i k e ? ) 

T e r r i b l e . I t would be a mass o f r u i n s . And the people, God help 
them, would be k i l l e d or badly i n j u r e d . Those t h a t were spared 
would be almost crazy from the shock and the h o r r o r . Like l o s t 
s o u l s — n o place to g o — , they'd wish they'd been k i l l e d , too. I f 
a bomb f a l l s , a l o t o f people who never b e l i e v e d i n H e l l w i l l 
b e l i e v e i n i t a l l o f a sudden. 

(About how long do y o u - t h i n k i t would take the c i t y t o s t a r t r o l l i n g a g a i n — 
w i t h l i g h t s and gas on, buses and s t r e e t cars running, and stores open?) 

Months. Maybe a year. Section by se c t i o n they'd have to work on 
i t . Some sections might be cleared up f a s t e r than o t h e r s , but I 
t h i n k i t would take a t l e a s t a year before the whole c i t y was 
running nice and smooth again. That doesn't mean r e b u i l d i n g , you 
know. Rebuilding w i l l take about-twenty or t h i r t y years, 

(What about the people who are s t i l l l i v i n g : what would t h i n g s be l i k e f o r 
them r i g h t a f t e r an attack?) 

I t o l d you they'd be l i k e l o s t s o u l s — s o u l s who had seen h e l l . I 
t h i n k there'd be l o t s o f them who wouldn't want to go on l i v i n g ; 
they'd probably commit s u i c i d e . But o f course, too, there'd be 
some who'd run away—as f a r as they could get from New Y o r k — t o 
save t h e i r own sk i n s . That's an animal i n s t i n c t , I heard. But i t 
comes out more i n some people than i t does i n o t h e r s . Some people 
would probably go crazy, t o o . 
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( I f an atomic bomb h i t i n the center o f your c i t y , how f a r away from where 
i t f e l l do you t h i n k everybody would be k i l l e d ? ) 

I t h i n k I heard i t was w i t h i n a h a l f m i l e . I s t h a t r i g h t ? 

(From v/hat you've heard, v/hat would cause most o f the deaths?) 

Burns. The heat o f the b l a s t and the r a y s , too. I n New York we'd 
also have another danger. The skyscrapers would be tumbling and 
the s t e e l and the b r i c k s and the stones would perhaps k i l l more 
people than the burns or the rays would. 

( I s t h ere anything else about the bomb t h a t would k i l l or harm people?) 

W e l l , there's no gas i n i t from what I've heard. But i t wo\ild 
contaminate a l l the food and the water so i t would be poisonous. 

(Suppose you were standing out i n the open: what do you t h i n k i s the 
nearest you could be t o an atomic explosion and s t i l l be safe?) 

W e l l , l e t ' s see. I f i t can k i l l a t h a l f a m i l e , say t e n times t h a t 
t o be safe. I ' d say maybe f i v e m i l e s away you'd be safe. 

(Have you heard o r read anything about what a person ought to do f o r h i s 
own s a f e t y i f there were an atom bomb at t a c k ? ) 

Yes. Get down on the ground or the f l o o r , and get under something 
i f you can. 

(Anything else?) 

Yes. Stay v/here you are t i l l you're t o l d i t ' s safe to move. And 
keep your eyes covered. Wash y o u r s e l f as f a s t as you can. 

(Do you t h i n k you know as much as a person can know now about how to take 
care o f y o u r s e l f and your f a m i l y i n case o f an atomic attack?) 

I ' d j u s t go down c e l l a r w i t h my husband, i f the bomb came now. 
I t h i n k the President i s going t o send people d i r e c t i o n s on what 
t o do, though. Right now I don't know much. 

(Are there t h i n g s you'd l i k e t o know more about?) 

Just how to help.- Us—and our neighbors, too. I f there's a bomb 
and God spares me, I ' l l know he means me to t r y to help o t h e r s . 
And I ' l l do i t , j u s t to thank Him f o r saving me. 

(Do you t h i n k anybody i n t h i s country r e a l l y knows very much about what t o 
do i n case o f an atomic bombing?) 

The experts must know. 
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(Who would you say r e a l l y knows about t h i s ? ) 

The Army generals. And the doctors who are studying i t . The men 
who work w i t h atoms, and maybe the Red Cross d i s a s t e r u n i t . 

(What do you t h i n k you'd do i f you heard over the r a d i o t h a t your- c i t y v/as 
i n immediate danger o f an atomic bomb attack?) 

I ' d get my husband and go r i g h t down c e l l a r and s t a y there t i l l the 
" A l l c l e a r " sounded. 

(Suppose you were i n the c i t y d u ring the bombing: what do you t h i n k would 
be the f i r s t t h i n g you'd t r y to do a f t e r the attack?) 

I ' d do whatever I was t o l d t o do by the people i n charge. A l l the 
stores must have people who w i l l be i n charge of the customers i f 
there's a bombing. 

(V/hat do you t h i n k you would t r y to do a f t e r t h a t ? ) 

I ' d do as I v/as t o l d to do. I could cook o r help nurse the wounded, 
or I could even run errands. I'm s i x t y - t w o , but my f e e t , thank 
God, don't bother me so I could walk a l l r i g h t . Because of course 
the bus wouldn't be running. 

( W e l l , how about your neighbors o r people g e n e r a l l y — d o you t h i n k they would 
help each other o u t , or do you t h i n k they'd be mainly concerned w i t h 
t h e i r own safety?) 

Oh yes, they'd see to t h e i r own f a m i l i e s f i r s t ; t h a t ' s human n a t u r e . 
But as soon as they could they'd help t h e i r neighbors and f r i e n d s . 

(Why do you say t h a t ? ) 

Because I've l i v e d here nineteen years and I know these people. I 
know t h a t they always go to the a i d o f people when there i s t r o u b l e . 

(What do you t h i n k would be the most important t h i n g s t h a t would have t o 
be done i n the c i t y r i g h t a f t e r an a t t a c k ? ) 

Everyone would have t o do the j o b they could do best. The firemen 
and policemen would have to put out f i r e s and p r o t e c t the people. 
And the men would probably have to help c l e a r the s t r e e t s of rubble 
because the ambulances would have t o get through. The men would 
also have to t r y to rescue people wl^o were h i t by f a l l i n g b u i l d i n g s . 
The women could help by t a k i n g care o f the i n j u r e d and by t r y i n g 
to see t h a t f a m i l i e s found each o t h e r . There'd be p l e n t y of work 
f o r everybody. 



(Anything else?) 

W e l l , the c h i l d r e n would have t o be cared f o r — a n d the o l d po-jplo. 

(Whose j o b would you say i t i s t o get these t h i n g s done?) 

I t ' s everybody's j o b . At a time l i k e t h a t everyone would have to 
help. 

(So f a r I've been asking you about what an atomic bomb would do t o a c i t y 
and what would happen to people. Nov/ I ' d l i k e to t a l k to you about what 
might be done to prepare i n advance f o r such an a t t a c k . 
F i r s t o f a l l , what about the system o f c i v i l defense our c i t i e s had i n the 
l a s t war. YJhat did'you t h i n k o f i t ? ) 

I t v/as p r e t t y good out here. 

(Why?) 

W e l l , our wardens were very s t r i c t . And the f a m i l i e s who thought 
i t was smart not to obey the i n s t r u c t i o n s soon found out t h a t t h e i r 
own neighbors d i d n ' t stand f o r t h a t nonsense, EO they got i n t o 
l i n e and f o l l o w e d orders l i k e the r e s t o f us. They had t o , or 
they'd have been i n t r o u b l e w i t h a l l o f us. "War's no time f o r 
f o o l i n g or shooting o f f your mouth. 

(Was there anything you f e l t was p a r t i c u l a r l y good about i t ? ) 

Yes, the cooperation between the wardens and the people. 

(Was there anything you f e l t v/as p a r t i c u l a r l y bad about i t ? ) 

No, except t h a t when nothing.happened a l o t o f the workers got 
t i r e d o f - i t and dropped o u t . 

(Did you or any member o f your f a m i l y take p a r t i n i t ? ) 

No. I n t h i s neighborhood i t v/as the young men around t h i r t y or 
f o r t y years o l d who worked on i t . Hy husband had high blood 
pressure even then so he couldn't h e l p . 

(As f a r as you know, who i s i n charge of c i v i l defense i n your c i t y now— 
the s t a t e government, the f e d e r a l government, the c i t y government, or the 
Army?) 

I t h i n k i t i s the c i t y and the f e d e r a l government. That Dewey, 
he's not i n t e r e s t e d i n s t u f f l i k e t h a t . He o n l y wants to grab 
the money and speak a t dinners at the swank h o t e l s . 
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(How about the way your c i t y i s set up now? Do you t h i n k i t ' d be able 
to do a good job o f t a k i n g care o f people a f t e r an atomic a t t a c k i f i t 
were to happen r i g h t now?) 

No, not now. I t ' s not ready y e t . I t ' s j u s t g e t t i n g s t a r t e d on 
the work. 

(Why do you say t h a t ? ) 

Because I read t h a t Mr. Wallender i s going to run i t and he's 
asking now f o r v o l u n t e e r s . Just t h i s week he asked t h a t . 

(What do you t h i n k ought t o be done now t o prepare f o r a possible atonic 
attack?) 

Everything t h a t can be done t o help keep people safe: s h e l t e r s , 
and t e l l i n g us what to do, and t e l l i n g us what to expect, too, 

(How do you f e e l about the t h i n g s they're doing now to prepare?) 

W e l l j so f a r , they're j u s t asking f o r v o l u n t e e r s , I t h i n k t h a t ' s 
good, c e r t a i n l y . 

(Why do you f e e l t h a t way?) 

Because i f those sneaky Russians ever bomb us, w e ' l l need p l e n t y 
o f volunteers who know v/hat t h e i r j o b i s and know how t o do i t . 

(Do you t h i n k they should begin a campaign now to get people to work i n 
c i v i l defense?) 

Of course. That's what I've been saying, 

(Do you t h i n k t h i s p r e p a r a t i o n should be the job o f the c i t y government, 
or do you t h i n k g e t t i n g your c i t y ready t o take care of an atomic a t t a c k 
should be the job o f the Federal Government, the Army, or some other group 

I t h i n k i t should be the c i t y and the Federal Government together. 

(Why?) 

Because the Federal Government has more t r a i n e d p e o p l e — a l l the 
m i l i t a r y and the s c i e n t i s t s . They can teach the people i n the 
c i t i e s v/hat t o do, 

( W e l l , which one do you t h i n k should take the lead?) 

The Federal Government, by a l l means. 



(Why?) 

Because even though there's a l o t o f complaining and r i d i c u l i n g 
o f the government i n the papers, most people have more f a i t h i n the 
Federal Government than i n the c i t y government. 

(What about the American Legion, the Red Cross, and o r g a n i z a t i o n s lake 
t h a t — d o you t h i n k they should play a p a r t i n g e t t i n g your c i t y ready to 
meet an attack?) 

The Red Cross, yes. I don't know about the Legion, though. I 
t h i n k of them more as marchers and running bazaars. I don't t h i n k 
they're too serious-minded. 

(What do you t h i n k they could do?) 

Whatever they're f i t t e d f o r ; t h a t ' s what they can do best. And 
t h a t ' s what they should do. 

(Do you t h i n k most o f the a c t u a l work i n a c i v i l defense program w i l l have 
t o be done by o r d i n a r y people who've had some t r a i n i n g , or w i l l most o f 
the work be a job f o r r e g u l a r firemen and policemen?) 

Everybody should help. The government, the o f f i c i a l s , the p o l i c e 
and the'firemen, the doctors and nurses, the people who are 
t r a i n e d , and the o r d i n a r y people l i k e me* V/e can a l l help* 

(Why do you say t h a t ? ) 

Because t h e r e ' l l be work to do. And i n a time l i k e t h a t , I t h i n k 
most people w i l l be w i l l i n g to take orders. Everybody can't be 
the boss. I t ' s workers, not bosses, t h a t w i l l be needed. 

(Do you t h i n k o r d i n a r y people can do a good enough job?) 

Yes, ' I do. - I t h i n k t h a t w i t h everybody working and t a k i n g orders 
from the people who are t r a i n e d , we can help a l o t to save l i v e s and 
get our c i t y running again. 

(Why do you f e e l t h a t way?) 

Because I t h i n k people—most'people—are very decent; t h e y ' l l 
work hard and p u l l together i f there's r e a l t r o u b l e . 
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(Here's a l i s t o f jobs t h a t might have to be done i n such a program: 
1. f i g h t i n g f i r e s 
2. watching f o r and r e p o r t i n g f i r e s 
3. s p o t t i n g airplanes 
h* g e t t i n g c h i l d r e n and o l d people out o f danger areas 
5. g i v i n g f i r s t a i d to i n j u r e d and burned people 
6. rescuing people from wrecked b u i l d i n g s 

Which do you t h i n k you could do or could be t r a i n e d t o do?) 

I could get c h i l d r e n and o l d people out and I could take care o f 
the i n j u r e d . 

(Would there be anything t h a t would worry you about doing these jobs?) 

No. Women could do t h a t . Those are jobs f o r women and I could 
help t h a t way. 

(What i f t h i s work had t o be done i n places where there a l o t o f dead and 
i n j u r e d people and where there c o u l d be danger from f i r e and atomic r a y s — 
under these c o n d i t i o n s how would you f e e l about talcing p a r t i n c i v i l 
defense work?) 

I f God spared me when the bomb went o f f , I ' d f e e l he had work f o r 
me to do and he'd take care o f me wh i l e I was doing i t . I ' d s t i l l 
want to help and I ' d have f a i t h i n Him t o help me through. 

(Are there any t h i n g s i n your work or personal l i f e t h a t might make i t 
hard f o r you t o do work i n c i v i l defense or keep you from doing i t ? ) 

No. Hy husband has high b l o o d pressure, b ut I ' d see he was safe . 
before I l e f t him. And I'm healthy myself. I ' d be able t o he l p , 
I'm sure. 

(What about a set-up v/here c e r t a i n people would take care o f c h i l d r e n 
and s i c k people so t h a t everybody e l s e could work on c i v i l defense. Would 
you be w i l l i n g t o go along w i t h a p l a n l i k e t h i s , o r do you f e e l the best 
t h i n g you could do would be to s t i c k w i t h your own f a m i l y ? ) 

Yes, t h a t would be good. Now, t h a t could be a place f o r o l d e r 
women t o work: women o l d e r than me or women whose f e e t h u r t them 
so they can't be very a c t i v e . 

(Why do you f e e l t h a t v/ay?) 

To t e l l the t r u t h , i f t h a t ' s what I was asked to do, I ' d b r i n g 
my husband r i g h t along w i t h me. Then he could help, t o o , and I 
could keep an eye on him a t the same time. We'd both be able t o 
f e e l v/e weren't a couple o f o l d crocks. 



( A l l i n a l l , do yon t h i n k a l l t h i s p r e p a r a t i o n f o r c i v i l defense can r e a l l y 
do any good i f there's an atomic attack?) 

Of course. The Lord helps those who help themselves. We can't j u s t 
s i t and wring our h a n d s — t h a t ' s very s i l l y . 

(To close now, do you f i n d t h i s t o p i c o f atomic "bombing i n t e r e s t i n g , or do 
you wish there weren't so much t a l k about i t ? ) 

Usually I don't l i k e t o t a l k about i t , b ut today I d i d l i k e i t . 
You've been asking about how people can help i f i t comes. Host 
times I hear about i t , I hear nothing but h o r r i b l e t h i n g s — l i k e 
I'm going t o be blown i n t o l i t t l e b i t s , o r my clothes w i l l be 
burned o f f me and I ' l l be l y i n g naked i n the s t r e e t s . That t a l k 
I don't l i k e . 

(Why do you f e e l t h a t way?) 

There's enough t r o u b l e i n the w o r l d w i t h o u t t r y i n g to scare 
people to death. 



This young woman was i n t e r v i e w e d i n a l a r g e east coast c i t y . She i s married 
l i v e s w i t h her parents, and i s working toward a Master's degree i n a c i t y 
c o l l e g e . She earns between $2000 and $2999 a year as a stenographer. She 
belongs t o no fo r m a l o r i n f o r m a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s , voted i n one o f the l a s t two 
l o c a l e l e c t i o n s , and l i k e s the c i t y i n which she l i v e s . 

(How do you f e e l about the way t h i n g s are going here i n t h i s country these 
days?) 

Gene r a l l y , the standard o f l i v i n g i s being depressed. 

(How do you mean?) 

The t r e n d i s i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n . Ylhen you have r i s i n g p r i c e s , and 
high taxes, t h a t ' s what happens. 

(Are there any t h i n g s t h a t are happening here i n t h i s country t h a t upset or 
d i s t u r b you?) 

The f e a r engendered i n people i s such t h a t they are p r a c t i c a l l y 
• u n w i l l i n g t o express themselves f r e e l y . 

(Anything else?) 

Fear of war, i n combination w i t h what I've sai d b e f o r e . 

(How much would you say you've been bothered or worri e d about t h i n g s i n t h i s 
c o u n t r y — v e r y much, q u i t e a b i t , some, j u s t a l i t t l e , o r not much?) 

I would say very much, or q u i t e a b i t . 

(How do you f e e l about what's happening i n the w o r l d these days?) 

I f e e l t h a t g e n e r a l l y you f i n d the same c o n d i t i o n i n the European or 
Yfesternized w o r l d . About the Eastern areas, we don't know very much 
But the standard o f l i v i n g t h e r e has also been depressed. There i s 
no freedom b f speech and the t r e n d i s toward t o t a l i t a r i a n i s m , 

(Are there any t h i n g s about what's happening i n the world today t h a t have 
upset or d i s t u r b e d you?) 

Yes. 
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(What t h i n g s are you d i s t u r b e d about?) 

I t h i n k I could apply e s s e n t i a l l y the same a n a l y s i s . The t r e n d i s 
toward a s t a t i c c o n d i t i o n r a t h e r than progress toward more l i b e r t y . 

(How much would you say you've been bothered or w o r r i e d about t h i n g s i n the 
w o r l d — v e r y much, q u i t e a b i t , some, j u s t a l i t t l e , or not much?) 

Very much. 

(Which would you say has bothered you o r been on your mind most: the v;ay 
t h i n g s are going i n t h i s country or the way t h i n g s are going i n the world 
g e n e r a l l y ? ) 

I t h i n k there i s a complete i n t e r r e l a t i o n , and I n a t u r a l l y couldn't 
separate them. But o f course what happens here upsets me more, 
pe r s o n a l l y . 

(Speaking o f wo r l d a f f a i r s , how l i k e l y do you t h i n k i t i s t h a t we're i n f o r 
another world war-^no question about i t , very l i k e l y , probably, about a 
f i f t y - f i f t y chance, probably not, very u n l i k e l y , or a b s o l u t e l y not?) 

There i s a time element i n v o l v e d . To my mind I would say i t appears 
to be f i f t y - f i f t y . 

(Why do you f e e l t h a t way?) 

I say t h a t because I f e e l war i s not d e s i r a b l e f o r t h i s country o r 
the w o r l d i n general, but there i s always a p o s s i b i l i t y . That means 
e s s e n t i a l l y , t h a t one i s t h r u s t i n t o war but doesn't desire i t . 

( I f war does come, do you t h i n k i t ' s l i k e l y t o happen i n the next s i x months 
the next year o r two, o r when?) 

I ' d give i t another two years. I t ' s not an immediate p o s s i b i l i t y . 

( i f you were asked a t the present time t o work on a c i v i l defense p r o j e c t , 
l i k e l e a r n i n g t o f i g h t f i r e s o r talcing care o f people wounded i n a bombing 
a t t a c k , and so o n , how would you f e e l about i t ? ) 

I don't foresee-a s i t u a t i o n wjxich would r e q u i r e i t . Past wars have 
never been fought here, and I don't see i t now. 

(Why do you f e e l t h a t way?) 

C e r t a i n l y i f you saw people i n j u r e d you wouldn't go o f f i n t o a 
hermitage and stay t h e r e . 
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(How would you f e e l about g i v i n g a few hours a week f o r at l e a s t s i x months 
t o l e a r n i n g t h i s k i n d o f work?) 

Because I don't foresee the' l i k e l i h o o d o f - a war here, I can't answer 
t h a t , 

( I n case we have another w o r l d war, how w e l l do you t h i n k the Army and A i r 
Forces could do i n preventing a i r attacks on our c i t i e s ? ) 

I don't know how i t ' s c o n s t i t u t e d a t present, but I imagine the 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s f o r defense are good, 

(What makes you say t h a t ? ) 

I can't conceive o f an a i r a t t a c k on us, European c o u n t r i e s arnn't 
equipped f o r i t . 

( A l l i n a l l , would you say the Army and A i r Forces could p r o t e c t our c i t i e s 
completely, p r o t e c t them from heavy damage, o r wouldn't be able to prevent 
heavy damage?) 

I f one conceives o f the p o s s i b i l i t y o f an a i r a t t a c k on us, counter
at t a c k i s not very e f f e c t i v e . I don't know v/hat s c i e n t i f i c advances 
have been made and I am t h e r e f o r e not equipped to answer t h a t 
question. 

( I f the United States i s attacked, do you t h i n k our c i t i e s are l i k e l y to be 
h i t w i t h atomic bombs?) 

I don't t h i n k so. 

(Why do you f e e l t h a t way?) 

W e l l , t h i s i s completely o p i n i o n and I don't know how much weight 
i t c a r r i e s : when you t h i n k o f war, you t h i n k o f war w i t h Russia, 
and I don't t h i n k Russia i s equipped. Whether or not the Eastern 
bloc has the A-bomb i s merely c o n j e c t u r e , 

(What about your c i t y ? Do you t h i n k i t would be bombed?) 

When v/e heard about the Korean war I s t i l l stayed i n Nev/ York; I 
d i d n ' t run o f f to a hole somewhere i n the Rockies. I guess t h i s 
shows t h a t I d i d n ' t t h i n k i t l i k e l y . 

(Do you t h i n k your c i t y i s more l i k e l y or l e s s l i k e l y t o be attacked than 
other b i g c i t i e s ? ) 

There would be tv/o answers: Perhaps i f one conceives o f an attack 
on New* York i t would have a bad psycho l o g i c a l e f f e c t . But other 
c i t i e s , h i g h l y i n d u s t r i a l i z e d , v/ould be more v u l n e r a b l e . 
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( I n case we have another w o r l d war, do you t h i n k your c i t y v a i l be i n danger 
from any other k i n d o f enemy a c t i v i t i e s or attacks?) 

Yes. 

(What kinds?) 

Sabotage i s a p o s s i b i l i t y . 

(How about an enemy purposely spreading germs, or what they c a l l b i o l o g i c a l 
warfare: dc you t h i n k there would be any danger l i k e t h a t t o your c i t y ? ) 

I don't t h i n k so* There could be immediate r e t a l i a t i o n by our 
using the atom bomb, and t h a t would be too dangerous f o r an enemy t o 
p l a y w i t h . 

(How about poison gas, or what they c a l l chemical warfare?) 

That's a p o s s i b i l i t y , 

(Of a l l these—germs, atomic bombs, poison gas, sabotage—which do you t h i n k 
i s most l i k e l y t o be used?) 

You seem to be c o n s t a n t l y t a k i n g me away from my o r i g i n a l argument 
t h a t the war wouldn't be fought here. A l l kinds o f warfare are 
t e r r i b l e and I can't t h i n k o f them i n degrees. Whether you k i l l a 
hundred a t a time or two i s not the p o i n t . 

(Suppose an atomic bomb were dropped i n the center o f your c i t y . TThat do 
you t h i n k would be the r e s u l t s ? ) 

The o n l y evidence we have i s Hiroshima'and Nagasaki. I imagine 
something s i m i l a r and more d e s t r u c t i v e , because of concentration 
o f t a l l b u i l d i n g s and the general congestion. I n a p o l i t i c a l sense, 
however, i t might tend more than anything else to arouse the people 
against the enemy. 

(Do you t h i n k i t would be any d i f f e r e n t from an a t t a c k w i t h o r d i n a r y bombs?) 

Yes, 

( I n what ways would i t be d i f f e r e n t ? ) 

The A-bomb i s more dangerous and n a t u r a l l y would cause much more 
d e s t r u c t i o n , I can't p r e d i c t v/hat v/ould happen i n the United Stat e s . 
Of course the ps y c h o l o g i c a l e f f e c t would also be much g r e a t e r . 
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(What do you t h i n k would happen t o the people?) 

I f there were any people l e f t , you mean. Those not i n c a p a c i t a t e d 
immediately would c e r t a i n l y f i g h t r a t h e r than give i n as they d i d 
i n Japan. But o f course i n Japan the atom bomb was preceded by 
a r a t h e r l e n g t h y war. 

(Anything else?) 

Nothing else I can t h i n l ; o f . 

(Have you heard o f r a d i o a c t i v i t y or atomic rays or something l i k e t h a t i n 
connection w i t h the bomb?) 

Yes. 

(Y/hat have you heard about i t ? ) 

Just what I've read i n newspapers and a few a r t i c l e s i n magazines. 
The impression I get i s t h a t i t ' s q u i t e d e v a s t a t i n g , and t h a t 
the greater danger i s i n i t s l i n g e r i n g a f t e r - e f f e c t s . 

(What have you heard t h a t these rays do to people?) 

I've seen p i c t u r e s o f the v i c t i m s i n Japan—of the burns, o f the 
d e v a s t a t i o n , o f the d e s t r u c t i o n o f a g r i c u l t u r a l growth. I've read 
the b i o l o g i c a l c o n s e q u e n c e s — s t e r i l i t y and so on. 

(About how f a r away from where the bomb f a l l s do you t h i n k these rays would 
be dangerous?) 

About f i v e miles away. 

(How long a f t e r a bomb explodes do you t h i n k these rays are dangerous to 
people?) 

Several months. I got the impression t h a t i t was many months. 

( I s t here any way at a l l o f f i n d i n g out whether or not these rays are 
around?) 

Yes. 

(How do you mean?) 

There are Geiger counters, (Laughs) I've read o f a more e f f i c i e n t 
one advertised i n a pocket s i z e , 

(Do you t h i n k anybody i n t h i s country r e a l l y knows v e r y much about v/hat an 
atomic bomb would do to a c i t y ? ) 

I should imagine so. 



(Who v/ould r e a l l y know?) 

Atomic s c i e n t i s t s who were on the mission to B i k i n i where the e f f e c t 
were observed, i n the time l i m i t s allowed. From what the e f f e c t s 
were i n a r u r a l area or an i s l a n d i t can be judged v/hat would 
happen i n a c i t y . 

( I n the l a s t year o r so, have you read o r heard anything about the e f f e c t s 
o f atomic bombs?) 

Yes. 

(What s o r t o f t h i n g s have you road o r heard?) 

I've read a r t i c l e s i n newspapers. I've read Arms and the Man. 
I've seen something i n the "Times" or the "Tribune" on the atomic 
explosion i n Russia. I've read a book r e v i e w — I t h i n k i t v/as on 
Atomic Warfare by somebody. The review was a two-column l e t t e r 
by Louis i.Iumford, I t h i n k i n the "Her/ York Times," i n which he 
took o b j e c t i o n to the f a c t t h a t the U n i t e d States seemed to be 
m o b i l i z i n g f o r a l l - o u t atomic warfare w i t h o u t t a k i n g other arma
ments i n t o s u f f i c i e n t account. 

(Do you t h i n k these t h i n g s you've heard or read give you a good idea o f 
what would happen i f an atom bomb h i t ? ) 

A f a i r l y good id e a . 

(Why do you say t h a t ? ) 

I get a t o t a l impression. I don't v i s u a l i z e d e t a i l s but I do get 
an idea o f v/hat can be expected, 

( I s there anything on how an atomic bomb v/ould a f f e c t your c i t y o r the 
people i n i t t h a t you'd l i k e t o know more about?) 

Yes. 

(What would you l i k e t o know more about?) 

About f i r s t - a i d measures. I don't know i f there r e a l l y are any 
proper precautions which can be taken, but i f there are any I 
would l i k e t o know about them. 

(Anything else?) 

Off-hand, no. 
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(What do you t h i n k your c i t y would be l i k e a f t e r an att a c k : do you t h i n k 
i t could operate p r e t t y much as usual f o r the f i r s t few days a f t e r an atomic 
bomb h i t , o r would the c i t y be at a s t a n d - s t i l l ? ) 

I t would not operate very e f f e c t i v e l y . This c i t y depends on t r a n s 
p o r t a t i o n . I f the p o r t were h i t i t would be a t a complete stand
s t i l l . 

(What do you t h i n k t h i n g s would be l i k e ? ) 

T e r r i b l e . 

(About how long do you " t h i n k i t v/ould take the c i t y to s t a r t r o l l i n g a g a i n — 
w i t h l i g h t s and gas on, buses and s t r e e t cars running, and stores open?) 

I t h i n l : i t v/ould take a long time. I f you can imagine a l l the b u i l d 
ings reduced t o r u b b l e , and you have t o s t a r t r e b u i l d i n g . 

(What about the people who are s t i l l l i v i n g : v/hat v/ould t h i n g s be l i k e f o r 
them r i g h t a f t e r an attack?) 

The.enormity o f the s u f f e r i n g i s unimaginable. I t would take 
greater imagination than I possess to describa i t . The psychological 
impact on them i s u n p r e d i c t a b l e . They v/ould run about t r y i n g t o 
do v/hat ever l i t t l e they could, which I be l i e v e would be qu i t e 
i n e f f e c t i v e . 

( I f an atomic bomb h i t i n the center o f your c i t y , how f a r away from v/here • 
i t f e l l do you t h i n k everybody v/ould be k i l l e d ? ) 

As I r e c a l l , i n Nagasaki not everyone v/as k i l l e d w i t h i n the one-
mi l e r a d i u s . Complete d e s t r u c t i o n occurs w i t h i n a s n a i l r a d i u s , 
but other concomitant causes, l i k e f a l l i n g b u i l d i n g s , would also 
make f o r many deaths. 

(From what you've heard, v/hat would cause most o f the deaths?) 

D e s t r u c t i o n o f the red corpuscles i n the blood. The r a d i o a c t i v i t y 
s h a t t e r s the i n d i v i d u a l , 

( I s there anything else about the bomb t h a t v/ould k i l l o r harm people?) 

F i r e and shock. 
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(Suppose you were standing out i n the open: what do you t h i n k i s the nearest 
you could be to an atomic explosion and s t i l l be safe?) 

Do you mean from the immediate or from the a f t e r - e f f e c t s ? ( I n t e r 
viewer says "immediate") W i t h i n one m i l e , a huge percentage v/ould 
be k i l l e d ; f o r f i v e miles t h e r e would be e f f e c t s which v/ould show 
up l a t e r . 

(Have you heard or read anything about what a person ought to do f o r his 
own s a f e t y i f there were an atom bomb attack?) 

Yes. 

(V/hat were some o f these things?) 

I've heard o f atomic s h e l t e r s . And o f using c e l l a r s . C u r l up near 
a t r e e . I don't t h i n k any o f these things are e f f e c t i v e . Maybe a 
l i t t l e prayer v/ould be u s e f u l . 

(Do you t h i n k you know as much as a person can know now about how to take 
care o f y o u r s e l f and your f a m i l y i n case o f an atomic attack?) 

No, o f course n o t . 

(Are there t h i n g s you'd l i k e to know more about?) 

I wonder how much more other people do know? There are l o t s o f 
t h i n g s I ' d l i k e to know. A c t u a l l y , although i t ' s a t h i n g t h a t 
can't be answered, I ' d l i k e to know the extent t o which the bomb 
has been developed i n the w o r l d . 

(Do you t h i n k anybody i n t h i s country r e a l l y knows very much about what to 
do i n case o f an atomic bombing?) 

I f you take a f a t a l i s t i c a t t i t u d e , then the answer i s yes. There 
i s v e r y l i t t l e t h a t can be done. Perhaps l y i n g on the f l o o r . But 
i t ' s a mockery to say t h a t anything w i l l make you safe. 

(Who would you say r e a l l y knows about t h i s ? ) 

The s c i e n t i s t s a t l e a s t know what can be known. 

(What do you t h i n k you'd do i f you heard over the radio t h a t your c i t y was 
i n immediate danger o f an atomic bomb attack?) 

Run t o a c e l l a r . V/e don't have a car so v/e can't run away. Though 
I don't have f a i t h i n the p r o t e c t i o n o f a c e l l a r , there i s a compul
sion to do'something. I ' d c a l l s everal f r i e n d s and see what they 
were doing, and I ' d l i s t e n t o the r a d i o . 
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(Y/hat i s the f i r s t t h i n g you would t r y t o do a f t e r the attack?) 

I ' d go out and see i f I could help my neighbors. 

(V/hat do you t h i n k you v/ould t r y to do a f t e r t h a t ? ) 

I f a l l the people were taken care o f , I ' d t r y to make some arrange
ments whereby the c i t y could survive and r u n — b u t i t would-be a 
long time before the wounded would a l l be cared f o r . 

( W e l l , how about your neighbors or people g e n e r a l l y — d o you t h i n k they 
would help each other o u t , or do you t h i n k they'd be mainly concerned w i t h 
t h e i r own safety?) 

I f there's a p o s s i b i l i t y o f h e l p i n g someone, they might. But the 
nature o f people i s to work i n the b i o l o g i c a l sphere o f t h e i r own 
f a m i l i e s . 

(V/hat do you t h i n k would be the most important t h i n g s t h a t v/ould have to be 
done i n the c i t y r i g h t a f t e r an attack?) 

As much as p o s s i b l e should be done f o r the s i c k and wounded. 

(Anything else?) 

Round up the c h i l d r e n and evacuate them. 

(Y7hose job v/ould you say i t i s to get these t h i n g s done?) 

Whoever happens t o be s t i l l s tanding on t h e i r f e e t . 

(So f a r I've been asking you about v/hat an atomic bomb v/ould do t o a c i t y 
and what would happen to people. Wow I ' d l i k e to t a l k to you about what 
might be done to prepare i n advance f o r such an a t t a c k . 
F i r s t o f a l l , v/hat about the system o f c i v i l defense our c i t i e s had i n the 
l a s t war. V/hat d i d you t h i n k o f i t ? ) 

I t was g e n e r a l l y looked upon w i t h amusement more than anything else. 

(Wry?) 

Although people d i d v/hat they were supposed t o , I don't t h i n k i t 
was done v / i t h any strong c o n v i c t i o n o f i t s u t i l i t y . 

(V/as there any you f e l t was p a r t i c u l a r l y good about i t ? ) 

I was d i s i n t e r e s t e d because I couldn't take i t s e r i o u s l y . 
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(Was there anything you f e l t v/as p a r t i c u l a r l y bad about i t ? ) 

. I don't know. 

(Did you or any member o f your f a m i l y take any p a r t i n i t ? ) 

No. 

(As f a r as you know,'who i s i n charge o f c i v i l defense i n your c i t y now— 
the s t a t e government, the f e d e r a l government, the c i t y government, o r the 
Army?) 

The c i t y . 

(How about the way your c i t y i s set up now? Do you t h i n k i t ' d be able to 
do a good j o b o f talcing care o f people a f t e r an atomic a t t a c k i f i t were to 
happen r i g h t now?) 

No, I don't t h i n k so. 

(Why do you say t h a t ? ) 

As i t i s set up r i g h t now, I t h i n k t h a t medical a i d i s q u i t e 
inadequate. Then how could we cope w i t h an emergency? 

(What do you t h i n k ought to be done now to prepare f o r a possible atonic 
a ttack?) 

F i r s t a i d s t a t i o n s should be s e t up, and greater h o s p i t a l f a c i l i t i e s 
made p o s s i b l e . I understand they have already increased the f i r e 
department. Druggists should stay open on Sundays. 

(How dc you f e e l about the t h i n g s they're doing now to prepare?) 

I've heard t a l k s about s h e l t e r s and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s set up f o r 
emergencies, but I haven't f o l l o w e d these t h i n g s too c l o s e l y and I 
don't know e x a c t l y what's being done, 

(Do you t h i n k they should begin a campaign now to get people to work i n 
c i v i l defense?) 

They've begun one, e s s e n t i a l l y , but I don't t h i n k i t too necessary, 
except f o r the f a c t t h a t i t might teach us a l i t t l e more about 
medicine i n g e n e r a l — a n d t h a t would always h e l p . 

(Do you t h i n k t h i s p r e p a r a t i o n should be the job o f the c i t y government, or 
do you t h i n k g e t t i n g your c i t y ready t o take care o f an atomic a t t a c k should 
be the j o b o f the Federal Government, the Army, or some other group?) 

I t should be the job o f the c i t y w i t h the cooperation o f the Federal 
Government, 
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(What about the American Legion, the Red Cross, and organizations l i k e t h a t — 
do you t h i n k they should p l a y a p a r t i n g e t t i n g your c i t y ready to meet 
an attack?) 

The cooperation o f the Red Cross i s good. The Legion would b r i n g i t 
down t o army c o n t r o l . 

(What do you t h i n k they could do?) 

They could work w i t h and under l o c a l a u t h o r i t y . 

(Do you t h i n k most o f the a c t u a l work i n a c i v i l defense program w i l l have 
to be done by o r d i n a r y people who've had some t r a i n i n g , or w i l l most o f the 
work be a j o b f o r r e g u l a r firemen and policemen?) 

I f anything does happen, i t w i l l be too b i g f o r the o f f i c i a l s t o 
handle alone; t h e r e f o r e i t w i l l be the job o f o r d i n a r y people. 

(Do you t h i n k the o r d i n a r y people can do a good enough job?) 

Yes, I do, 

(Why do you f e e l t h a t way?) 

I don't t h i n k there i s such a vast d i f f e r e n c e between people. Most 
people o f o r d i n a r y i n t e l l i g e n c e , given the necessary t r a i n i n g , could 
do the j o b . I t depends on the i n d i v i d u a l . 

(Here's a l i s t o f jobs t h a t might have t o be done i n such a program: 
1. f i g h t i n g f i r e s 
2. watching f o r and r e p o r t i n g f i r e s 
3. s p o t t i n g a i r p l a n e s 
h. g e t t i n g c h i l d r e n and o l d people out o f danger areas 
5- g i v i n g f i r s t a i d to i n j u r e d and burned people 
6. rescuing people from wrecked b u i l d i n g s 

Which do you t h i n k you could do or could be t r a i n e d to do?) 

With a l i t t l e t r a i n i n g I suppose I could do aljiiost any of them. I 
would p r e f e r t o do any of the jobs from numbers tv/o through f i v e . 

(Would there be anything t h a t would worry you about doing these jobs?) 

R e s p o n s i b i l i t y i s always a problem, but I have no p a r t i c u l a r 
w o r r i e s . 
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(What i f t h i s work had t o be done i n places where there were a l o t o f dead 
and i n j u r e d people and where there could be danger from f i r e and atomic rays-
under these c o n d i t i o n s how would you f e e l about t a k i n g p a r t i n c i v i l defense 
work?) 

I f we have t o t a l warfare one .could e i t h e r hide or do h i s b i t , and 
I t h i n k very few would hide. You face i t i f you can and f a i l i f 
you don't. 

(Are there any thi n g s i n your work or personal l i f e t h a t might make i t hard 
f o r you to do work i n c i v i l defense or keep you from doing i t ? ) 

Nothing could keep me from cooperating. 

(What about a set-up where c e r t a i n people would take care o f c h i l d r e n and 
s i c k people so t h a t everybody else could work on c i v i l defense. Would you 
be w i l l i n g t o go along w i t h a plan l i k e t h i s , or do you f e e l the best t h i n g 
you could do v/ould be t o s t i c k w i t h your own fa m i l y ? ) 

Yes, I ' d go along w i t h such a p l a n . 

(Why do you f e e l t h a t way?) 

I n an emergency you must do whatever i s best f o r a l l . 

( A l l i n a l l , do you t h i n k a l l t h i s p r e p a r a t i o n f o r c i v i l defense can r e a l l y 
do any good i f there's an atomic attack?) 

I f there i s an atomic a t t a c k i t could do some good: we might b e t t e r 
a i d the i n j u r e d and get the c i t y back i n running shape. 

(To close now, do you f i n d t h i s t o p i c o f atomic bombing i n t e r e s t i n g , or do 
you wish there weren't so much t a l k about i t ? ) 

The important t h i n g i s not whether v/e should t a l k about i t o r n o t , 
but what v/e say. One i s c o n s t a n t l y hounded by the imminence o f an 
atom bomb a t t a c k . There i s more to the problem: outlaw i t , and 
then perhaps we could then t a l k about the more important t h i n g — p e a c e 


