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- Project No. 09

Survey Research Center
University of Michigan

PUBLIC THINKING ABOUT
ATOMIC WARFARE AND CIVIL DEFENSE

Five Americans State
their Conceptions of
Atomic Warfare and
the Problem of Civil Defense

Qctober, 1950



In October of 1950 the Survey Research Center of the University of
Michigan conducted interviews with people living in the eleven largest
cities of the United States, The people interviewed were scientifically
selected to represent all the adulis living in these major cities. The
main topic covered in the interviews was Civil Defense.

The study was designed to answer such guesticns as: Do people expect a
major war soon? Will American cities be hit with atomic bombs? That would
an atomic attack mean? ‘*That are people most afraid of? ‘that do they
think ought to be done to prepare for possible attacks?

The report covering the results of the study will be presented soon and
in it will be given the varicus statistics and generalizations on the
vhole study. The interviews presented in the following pages are not
"representative" in any sense. They are reproduced mainly to show how
our interviews are conducted and how discussions are developed on the
topics we are studying.
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This interview was taken in a New Ingland metropolitan center. The
respondent is a middle-aged married Megro male. He has had one year of
elementary education and earns between $2000-2900 a year as a railroad
yardman. He belcnss to a union, voted in one of the two most recent
local elections, and is favorable in his attitude toward his city,
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(How do you feel about the way things are going here in this couniry
these days?)

Well, you know, yvou can't go too much by what you read in the
papers and hear on the radio these days. Itts still a free country,
but you've pot to be careful what you say. %Vell, things aren't
what they should be,

(How do you mean?)

Wages are low, Cost of living is high. Many poor people are just
scraping along., Coal is pretty high now. If you have to burn
five or-'six tons of coal in the winter it's pretiy hard to get by.

(Are there any other things that are happening here in this country that
upset or disturb you?)

Tots of things are happening. As far as war is concerned--why
should this country go back into war after only five years?
Hundreds of thousands of young men getting killed--for what?
They say, 1 suppose, that they're protecting our interests all
over the world. Of course the interests are those of the rich,
If it weren't for the millionaires there wouldn't be any wars,
Also, this country makes such distinctions about the color of
your skin-~it's much harder getting a job if you're black, but
the cost of living is just the same.

(How much would you say you've been bothered or worried about thiﬁgs in
this country ~- very much, quite a bit, some, just a little, or no{ much?)

Well as far as being bothered's concerned, I get along in this
country all right. (Question repeated) Quite a bit, right now.

(How do you feel about what's happening in the world these days?)

The way I feel, I think what's happening in the world right now is
pretty serious, .Sometimes you go to bed, and you don't know wvhen
you go to bed if you're going to wake up; you might be blovm off
the earth while you're still sleepingl You're living in the Atomic
Age today. Seven or eipght thousand miles don't mean anything.

The fast planes-~jet planes, thunderbolts, rockets,--they're
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building them nowadays to travel. How do we know when we go to
bed, or in the day when we're working, what'll happen?

(Are there any other things about what's happening in the world today
that have upset or disturbed you?)

Power} That's one of the greatest problems today. One of the
reasons people can't come to agreements is on account of power,
The U. N., after 5 years, can't come to any peace terms. “hy?

"] want more than the other fellow.," Mo, it isn't any other thing,
I think these things are really destroying us. They should do
avay with some of these new devices for destroying civilization.

(How much would you say you've been bothered or worried about things in
the world -~ very much, quite a bit, some, just a little, or not much?)

I think I told you that before. It bothers me a lot--very much,

(Which would you say has bothered you or been on your mind most: the way
things are going in this country or the way things are going in the world
generally?)

The way things are going in the werld today. The condition of the
world isn't getting any better. ‘etre sitting on a bag of dynamite.
Very few countries today are not all on edge, ready to explode.

(Speaking of world affairs, how likely do you think it is that we're in
for another world war--no gquestion about it, very likely, probably, atout
a fifty-fifty chance, probably not, very unlikely, or absolutely not?)

Very likely.
(¥hy do you feel that way?)

You look at the papers and the radio: these different countries,
the way they're picking arms—--soldiers marching, squabbling.
Course they don't say it is a war--but they're doing it right now.

(If war does come, do you think it's likely io happen in the next six
months, the next year or two, or when?) ' ,
In the next six months, if it does come. If we can slide by for

the next six months, we won't have it. (Why is that?) These
people, where they're getting together in the U. N, and peace talks,
they might be able to come Lo some kind of agreement by then.

(If you were asked at the present time to work on a civil defense project,
like learning to fight fires or taking care of people wounded in a bombing
attack, and so on, how would you feel about it?)

I'd feel I was doing a great thing. I'd feel good about it, trying
to save lives.
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(How would you feel about giving a few hours o week for at least six
months to learning this kind of work?)

I'd give three or four hours a week. Yes,

(In case we have another world war, how well do you think the Army and
Air Forces could do in preventing air attacks on our cities?)

I think the Air Force could do wonderfully.
(What makes you say that?)
The U. S. always has a preat air power. They could cover all the

vital places and ways the enemy could come in, and could prevent
the enemy from petting here,

(A1l in all, would you say the Army and Air Forces could protect our cities
completely, protect them from heavy damage, or wouldn'i be able to prevent
heavy damage?)

No. Hot completely, but I believe it would protect them from
heavy damage. :

(If the United States is atitacked, do you think our cities are likely to
be hit with atomic bombs?) '

Yes, I believe so,.
(hy do you feel that way?)
The atom bomb is more destructive. If the enemy could get here and
drop one bomb they wouldn't need to drop any more--the city would
be crippled. ith blockbusters they'd have to drop many--maybe
1500 tons. “Mith the A-bomb, they'd need only two at the most.
(¥hat asbout your city? Do you think it would be bombed?)
Yes, I think so.

(Do you think your city is more likely or less likely to bLe attacked than
other big cities?)

I think it wouvld, yes.
(Why do you say that?)

I think all lerge cities would: Boston, Few York, Chicago, 'Frisco
all those large cities. Philadelphia, Washington --all the big
railroad cities where therets a lot of vital supplies transported
all over the country. They cut off your supplies and your troop
movements. The larger the city the more likely.
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(In case we have another world war, do you think your city will be in
danger from any other kind of enemy activities or attacks?)
WJell, outside the airplane and the bomb, I don?t think it would.

(How avout an enemy purposely spreading germs, or what they call biclegical
warfare: do you think there would be any danger like that to your city?)

That could be a danger--spraying germs. Think they might. In
fact, I belisve they would,

(What about a lot of sabotage to our factories, power plants, railroads,
and so on: would there be any danger there?)

Yes. They'd be after that one, too. There'd be plenty of i,
There's so many people in this couniry come over especially in
the last three years, and how do you now? Germens and Russ:ans,
and they'd always have that feeling about their country. Lotis
of those people would try sabotape.

(How about poison gas, or what they call chemical warfare?)
Might be some of that, though since the first World War... Well,
during the second World ¥War they weren't so keen sbout it., You
don't hear much about it now.

(Of all these--germs, atomic bombs, poison gas, sabotage-—which do you
think is most likely to be used?)

The atom bomb.

(Which one do you think would be the most terrible?)
The bomb,

(Why do you feel that way?)

Drop one atom bomb in Boston, maybe two in New York City--you could
wipe the whole city out.

(Suppose an atomic bomb were dropped in the center of your city. .Yhat do
you think would be the results?)

From Hircshima-=-I pgo by that-—saw it in the movies--the whole city
would go.

(Do you think it would be any different from an attacl with ordinary hombs?)

Yes, Ordinary bombs could bomb Boston five, six, eight times and
do damage, but they wouldn't destroy the city.
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(Vhat do you think would happen to the people?)
ilell, those people that wouldn't be killed outright would ncver
be any good anymore., They die gradually, because the fumes from
the bomb get inside them and eat them up, Of course everybody
doesn't get killed right away, but they're no good anymore.
(Anything else?)

No. The atom bomb is the biggest fear I have.

(Have you heard of radicazctivity or atomic rays or something like that in
connection with the bomb?)

Yes, I've heard of those,.

(*That have you heard about it?)
V/ell, I haven't heard too much about them. I heard some guy talking
on the radio say the bombs don't have to come by planes anymore.
It could Le sent by radiation--in rockets that would be controlled
by radiation, I mean.

(¥/hat have you heard that these rays do to people?)

Those rays? I think they really just shock you and then just eat
you up. Course I can't tell you much about that.

(About how far away from where the bomb fallis do you think these rays
would be dangerous?)

Twenty-five to thirty miles, maybe.

{How long after a bomb explodes do you think these rays are dangerous to
people?)

For at least a couple of hours.

a

(Is there any way at all of finding out whether or not these rays ar
around?)

I think you got me there,

(Do you think anybody in this country really knows very much about what
an atomic bomb would do to a city?)

I think that's kind of a large order. The average person...
( Question repeated) Yes, I think some people.



(Who would really know?)

People that wworked on them. The man vwho worked on them at Oal
Ridge Tennessee, General Leslie Groves. le would know., He iras
head of that department. 1 spocke of him because I heard bim on
the radio. I imagine there are others,

(In the last year or so, have you read or heard anything about the effects
of atomic bombs?)

Wo, I haventt, 7lell, I've heard how destructive they were and
that's what mekes me fear them so much.

(Where have you read or heard about these things?)

I heard most of it., I don't see too much in the papers. 1 heard
round table discussions on the radio,

(Do you think these things you've heard or read give you a good idea of
what would happen if an atom bomb hit?)

You get an idea. You hear how you'd be destroyed, how dangerous
and powerful and deadly they are.

(Is there anything on how an atomic bomb would affect your city or the
people in it that you'd like to know more about?)

Yes, I would. I'd like to know what would be the outcome for the
people who wouldn't get killed outripght., The people within an
area of twenty-five to thirty miles—-would they be any good? Cculd
they work anymore?

(What do you think your city would be like after an attack: do you think
it could cperate pretty much as usual for the first few days after an
atomic bomb hit, or would the city be at a stand-stiil?)

If the atom bomb fell in Boston, there'd be nothing but rubble,
(¥het do you think things would be like?)

There wouldn't be any living here in the city. Ve'd have %o build
a new city. Maybe a few buildings on the outskirts would be left,

(About how long do you think it would take the city to start rolling
again--with lights and gas on, huses and street cars running, and stores
open?)

It would take the city at least two years., You couldn't build up
a city in six months.
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(¥hat about the people who are still living: what would things be lile
for them right after an attack?)

Just naturally it would be hard. DBusiness would be destroyed.
How would they live?

(If an atomic bomb hit in the center of your city what would czuse most
of the deaths?) ‘

TFor the distance of twenty-five to thirity miles it would be the
fumzs, not the shell itself, On the outskirts of Doston where
they grow vegetables nothing wouid grow there for three or four
years, because of the fumes.

(Is there anything else about the bomb that would kill or harm peopie?)

Noes I think we covered that before,

(Suppose you were standing cut in the open: what do you think is the
nearest you could be to an atomic explosion end still be safe?)

That's hard. I can't answer that., The blast of it--the shocl=-
vwould kill you even if the debris didn't hit you.

(Have you read or heard anything about what a person ought to do for his
own safety if there were an atom bomb attack?)

ell I heard never to rush to a building; it's better to stay
indcors. Throw yourself flat on the ground. Get o a wide open
space like the Bosten Common and throw yourself on the ground.

(Do you think you know as much as a person can know now about how to take
care of yourself and your family in case of an atomic attack?)

No. I'll be frank with you. I haven'it made a study of it.
(Are there things you'd like to know more about?)
Sure, (iThat are they?) Where to go and what to do.

(Do you think anybody in this country really knows very much about whet to
do in case of an atomic bombing?)

Yes, I think so. You asked that before. (Cuestion repeated, showing
difference between the two questions) No. I don't lmow whether
there is or not.

(What do you think you'd do if you heard over the radio that your city
was in immediate danger of an atomic bomb attack?)

There's no going down in your cellar 'causze it's not far erough
underground. I'd try to go in the subway.
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(What is the first thing you would trv to do after the attack?)

I'd go around and see who I could help--maybe there'd be somebody
I could save.

(What do you think you would try to do after that?)

I don't lknow offhand,
(¥lell, how about your neighbors or people generally--do you think they
would help each other out, or do you think they'!d be mainly concerned with

their own safety?)

I think they'd try to help each other. They're good people, friendly
people, They'd try to help somebody out.

(What do you think would be the most important things that would have to
be done in the city right after an attack?)

Try to get your different railroads functioning to restore transge
portation., When it's cut off and people can't get back and forth,
your city's dead,

{Anything else?)

I hate to think of it. The city would be in such bad shape it
viould take some time.

(WVhose job would you say it is to get these things done?)
The way I feel, I guess it's everybody's job who's left. They'd
be trying to seve everybody who was wounded. Ivery good citizen
would.
(Bo far :I've been -asking you about what an-atomic bomb would do-te a city
and what would happen. #o,peoples Now'I'd like to talk to you about what
might be done to prepare in advance for such an attack.
First of all, what about the system of civil defense our cities had in
the last war. “hat did you think of it?)
It was very goed I thought.
(¥my?)
It was alert, on the job, efficicnt.
(Was there any thing else you felt was particularly pgood about it?)

No, I guess maybe I don't remember. I tried to erase all tlhat
stuff from my memeory.
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(Was there anything you felt was particularly bad about it?)

No, I can't say there was.
(Did you or any member of your family take any part in it?)

Noe. I was too busy working on the railroad in the last war.
(As far as you know, who is in charge of civil defense in your city nov--
the state government, the federal govermnment, the city government, or
the Army?)

The state government, as far as I know.,
{How about the way your city is set up now? Do you think it'd be able to
do a good job of taking care of people after an atomic attack if it were

to happen right now?)

Haven't made too much of a study of it. Well, yes, I think so in
one way or another,

(Why do you say that?)

You canft tell what's going to happen in a big city because there
are so many people., I guess they're prepared, or should be,

(What do you think ought to be done now to prepare for a possible atonmic

— —— ——— r———

attack?) '
Well, I think bomb shelters should be built, I don't know if
there's a bomb shelter in any of these big cities. There isn't
any herel

(How do you feel about the things they're doing now to prepare?)

I dontt see them dring anything--just talking.

(Do you think they should begin a campaign now to get people to work in
civil defense?)

Sure. I think so. Yes.
(Do you think this preparation should be the job of the city govermment,
or do you think getting your city rcady to take care of an atomic attack
should be the job of the Federal Government, the Army, or some other group?)
I think the job of the state govermnment.
(Why?)

A1l cities and states should tale care of their owm.



~10-

(What about the American Legion, the Red Cross, and organizations like
that--do you think they should play a part in getting your city ready %o
meet an attack?)

The Red Cross? They take up a lot of money each year. iThy don't
they appropriate some of it for the state povernment to huild up
these things like shelters? The American Legion is another group
that has money, is well organized. They have a lot of business
men and contractors. They should build these places.

(Do you think most of the actual work in a civil defense program will have
to be done by ordinary people who've had some training, or will most of
the work be a job for regular firemen and policemen?)

The big job'll be for the ordinary people.
(ithy do you say that?}

The firemen and the policemen have their jobs. They'd be busy on
so many things they just wouldn't have the time.

(Do you thirk the ordinary people can do a good enough job?)
If trained,

(ty do you feel that way?)
You can't take a greenhorn and put him there,

(Here's a list of jobs that might have to be done in such a programs:
1. fighting fires
2. watching for and reporting fires
3. spotting airplanes
i+ getting children and old people out of danger areas
5. giving first aid to injured and burned people
6. rescuing people from wrecked buildings
Which do you think you could do or be trained to do?)

I'd like to be trained to save old people out of danger areas and
wrecked buildings.

(Would there be anything that would worry you about doing these jobs?)

No.
(What if this work had to be done in places where there were a lot of dead
and injured people and where there would be danger from fire and atomic
rays--under these conditions how would you feel about taking part in

civil defense vork?)

Touldn't worry me.
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(Are there any things in your work or personal life that might make it
hard for you to do work in civil defense or keep you from doing it?)

ity job maybe., Like in the last war--I worked all hours. Railroad
worlk is vital in wartime.

(What about a set-up where certain people would take care of children and
sick people o that everybody else could viork on civil defense. Tiould
you be willing to go aleong with a plan like this, or do you feel the best
thing you could do would be to stick with your family?)

Yes, I guess so.
(Why do you feel that way?)

I don't know,

(A1l in all, do you think all this preparation for civil defense can really
do any good if there's an atomic attack?)

I think it can. 7Yes, it'll save a lot of time.

(To close now, do you find this topic of atomic bombing interesting, or
do you wish there weren't so much talk about it?)

ell, it is interesting, in a way, because atomic energy can be
used for other things besides killing, you know. Eut the way

they perfected it to destroy--that's the hard part. Atomic energy
is a wonderful thing--but not for destroying.
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This young housewife was interviewed in a midwestern city. She is a college
graduate married to a medical student and has one very young child. The
respondent and her husband are dependent for suprort on their respective
parents. She belongs t¢ no community or naticnal organizations, has voted
in neither of the two most recent local elections, and has a favorable
attitude toviard the city in which she lives.
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(How do you feel about the way things are going here in this country these
days?)

As far as my opinicn, I just read last night that there is no
hurry about preparing for Civil Defense in case of bombing herc,

I am naturelly an optimistic person and maybe it is wishful
thinking, but I do not think we are going to have an atomic Lombin

at least in Cleveland, in the foreseeable future. But I donf't
think that it is any excuse at all for not preparing for it,

8]

(How do you mean?)

My general feeling about how things are going in this country is
that they are going just a bit too slowly. ¥Ye are going to be
living in the kind of a world where constant preparedress must fit
in and we are just going to have to change our way of thinking.

(Are there any other things that are happening here in this country that
upset or disturb you?)

As far as other things go, I believe whole-heartedly in our two-
party system, but with the changes that go on around election time,
despite the sericusness of the world situation, I often vonder
about the caliber of men that this very same system brings into
politics.

(How much would you say you've been bothered or worried about things in
this country--very much, quite a bit, some, just a little, or not much?)

Some,

(How do you feel about what's happening in the world these days?)
I feel that we have come to a point in the world situation where
we must realize that scmething concrete must be resolved in the
conflict between cormunism and democracy.

(What do you have in mind?)

It seems to me that although the two can't live together in the
world, war with one or the other being the victor in battle will
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still bring no solution., But I feel that we must live either in

a constant state of preparedness until war comes or else something
drastically and exceptionally dynamic will happen to the U. N,

and it will then help solve the problem without additional loss
of life.

(Are there any other things about what's happening in the world today
that have upset or disturbed you?)

Too many other things to pget me started on,

(How much would you say you've been bothered or worried zbout things
in the world-~very much, quite a bit, some, just a little, or not much?)

Very much,

(Which would you say has bothered you or been on your mind most: the way
things are going in this country or the way things are going in the
world generally?)

The way things are roing in the world generally,

(Speaking of world affairs, how likely do you think it is that we're in
for ancther world war--no question about i1, very likely, probahly, zbout
a fifty-fifty chance, probably not, very unlikely, or absolutely not?)

I would say probably.
(Why do you feel that way?)

Tell, just because I can't see us from preventing communism to
continue to overrun fsia, then Europe; and I can't see either,
Russia just sitting back and taking it. But I lmow so little
ahout Russia, how frightened they are of the atomic bomb, etc.,
that I can't be certain in my own mind that our show of strength
will incite them, at least within the next few years, to be the
open eggressor. fnd if they wait a few yeers and we wake up and
really arm ourselves, then we may come to an impasse where both
countries are so well prepared that the U. W, will then be the one
whom both can go to for the answer,

(If war does come, do you think it's likely to happen in the next six
months, the next year or two, or when?)

I really don't know enough to say.
(If you vrere asked at the present time to work on a civil defense project,
like learning to fight fires or taking carc of people wwounded in « Lombing

attack, and so on, how vould you feel about it?)

I would feel very willing.



(ihy do you feel that way?)

Because at the moment I feel very frustrzted in being upset about
a situation that I really can't do a thing about.

(How would you feel about giving a few hours a week for at leesst six months
to learning this kind of work?)

I would be perfectly willing to as long as I could see the worth
of such a job,

(In case we have another world war, how well do you think the Army and
Mr Forces could do in preventing air attacks on our cities?)

I feel that they could do a pretty good job of warning us with
radar, etc., in making it possible to keep some of the planes
anway.
(‘That makes you say that?)
I don't feel that Russia would send planes loaded with atomic
bombs to this country without well knowing vhat our defense situ-
ation was and expecting 21l or at least some of their kombs to
pet by us. Therefore, as I stated before, Civil Defense projects
in our cities are as importanit as preparing our defense in the air,
(A1l in all, would you say the Army and Air Forces could protect our cities
completely, protect them from heavy damage, or wouldn'{ be able tc prevent
heavy damage?)
I would say protect them from heavy damape.

(If the United States is attacked, do you think our cities are likely to
be hit with atomic bombs?)

I would say likely, yes.
(*y do you feel that way?)

I don't feel Russia would attack without having that much power
. under her belt.

(What about Cleveland? Do you think it would be bombed?)
I think we would be.,

(Do you think your city is more likely or less likely to be attacked
than other bip cities?)

Probably less likely.
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(Why do you say that?)
I don't think Cleveland is one of the most strategic cities.

(In case we have another world war, do you think your city will be in
danger from any other kind of enemy activities or attacks?)

Yes.
(*hat kinds?)
Probably sabotage.

(How about an enemy purposely spreading germs, or what they call biological
warfare: do you think there would be any danger like that to your city?)

I really don't know,

(7hat about a lot of sabotape to our factories, power plants, railroads,
and so on: would there he any danger there?)

I think there would be danger there,
(How about poison gas, or what they call chemical warfare?)
I do not have too much of an opinion there.

(Of all these--germs, atomic bombs, poison gas, sabotage--which do you think
is the most likely teo be used?)

S;botage or atomic bombs.
(*Thich one do you think would be the most terrible?)
Atomic bombs, I imagine.
(thy do you feel that way?)
Just because one bomb would affeét a larger area in a shorter time,

(Suppose an atomic bomb were dropped in the center of Cleveland. \7hat
do you think would be the results?)

If an atomic bomb were dropped within the year here, I think the
result would be complete chaos and panic even worse than the extent
of the destruction.

(Do you think it would be any different from an attack with ordinary
bombs?)

Yes.
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{In what ways would it be different?)
People would be so frightened of the damage that would be donre Ly
radization aficr the first impact of the bomb has passed, while

with an ordinary bomb those who survive the explosion itseli’ have
no reazon for further fear,

(Anything else?)
Mo.
(You've mentioned radiation. i/hat have you heard about it?)
Trom newspaper articles and a quite complete description in Time
lfagazine, I have heard that the radicactivity of the atomic bomb
is most powerful and can cause compleie desiruction within a radias
of, I believe, between % or 1 mile of the spot that the homb hits,
with lessening destruction as you get further away from the center.
("hat else have you heard that these rays do to people?)
I have heard that they either kill or badly burn and I have been
led to understand that there are other effects on the human body

which may not appear until sometime later.

(About how far away from where the bomb falls do you think these rays would
be dangerous?)

I believe there would be some effect anywhere up to a radius of
three to four miles.

(How long after a bomb explodes do you think these rays are dangerous to
people?j

I am not certain in my ovm mind; but with the strictly layman's
Imowledge, added to fear caused by ignorance, I would probably be
afraid to pet near an area for sbout twenty-four hours.

(Is there any way at all of finding out whether or not these rays are
around?)

Yes, with the renovmed Geiger Counter.
(How do you mean?)

Civil Defense should provide eivilians with it.
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(Do you think anybody in this country really knows very much about what an
atomic bomb would do to a city?)

Yes.
(Vo really knows?)

I feel certain that the scientists and military men have been
thoroughly studying the effects of atomic bombs and it is impor-
tant for them to inform the people of all the details--something
which they are attempting to deo already.

(In the last year or so, have you read or heard anything about the effects
of atomic bombs?)

Yes.

(What sort of things have you read or heard?)
As stated above, I have read what the scientists are trying to
inform us of,and that is all the details concerning the effects
which they lmow and which they can relay to us in the layman's
lanpguage.

(Where have you read or heard about these things?)

Time lfagazine and the Cleveland Press.

(Do you think these things you've heard or read give you a good idea
of what would happen if an atom bomb hit?)

Yes., The only place where it falls down is with myself, in still
not taking it quite seriously enough to fully absorb what they are
trying to teach me.

(Why do you say that?)
I say that because I feel that those responsible really want to
educate us. However, there are others who try to minimize or

exaggerate what the scientists can give us. So I think it is
important that fact be labeled fact and opinion be labeled opinion,

(Is there anything on how an atomic bomb would affect your city or the
people in it that you'd like to know more about?)

Yes,

-
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(What would you like to know more about?)

I would like to know not only how people in given areas would be
affected, but also what we can do to most alleviate the effects,

(Anything else?)

I would just like to know anything and everything that would be
helpful in alleviating ignorance and facilitating being as calm
as possible and as helpful as possible in case of an attack.

(*/hat do you think your city would be like after an attack: do you think
it could opecrate pretty much as usual for the first few days after an
atomic bomb hit, or would the city be at a standstill?)

At the moment-~if a bomb were dropped tomorrow-~the city would be
at a stand-still because we have not been prepared or given jobs
that would help those surviving to take over for those lost. So
we come back again to the importance of civilian defense.

(What do you think things would be like?)

I thinle there would be panic throughout the city as well as the
prescribed destruction within the radius cf the bombing; but I

do have faith that there are some quick-thinking leaders among us
common npeoPle who would start thinking and acting as soon ag
possible.

(About how long do you think it would take the city to start relling apain--
with lights and gas on, buses and street cars running, and stores open?

If preparations have teen made so that we all know what our
individual jobs are, it should not take longer than a few hours,
at least to pet the necessary things running in a2 temporary vay.

(lThat about the people who are still living: vhat would things be like -
for them right after an atteck?)

Here it depends not only on the preparation, although that will
make & hip difference, but z2l=o on the individuals themselves.
The stronger, quick-thinker will take responsibility upon lim-
self and by keeping busy alleviate his ovm panic; while the
uneducated (about the atomic bomb) vrill fall by the wayside in
panic and cause more trouble to the workers than he would be of
he lp .

(If an atomic bomb hit in the center of your city, how far away from
where it fell do you think everybody would be killed?)

Within a half a mile radius.
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(From what you've heard, what would cause most of the deaths?)
It scems to me the atomic rays.

(Is there anything else about the bomb that would kill or harm people?)}
Yes, the danger of falling debris from destroyed buildings, etc.

(Suppose you were standing out in the open: what do you think is the
nearest youw could be to an atomic explosion and still be safe?)

Probably outside of a three-quarter mile radius if one properly
protected himself by getting under something that could protect
him from the rays .

(Have you heard or read anything about what a person cught to do for his
own safety if thevre were an stom bomb attack?)

Yes.

(*That, were some of these things?)
I read that one should throw himself upon the ground and hide his
face or crawl under a bed or any such protection, immediately upon

hearing the warning or the explosion,

(Do you think you know as much as a person can know now about how to take
care of yourself and your family in case of an atomic attack?)

Ho.
(Are there things you'd like to know more about?)

Yes, as stated above, I would like to lmow as much as they can
teach me so that I cen adequately protect myself and help others.

(Do you think anyvody in this country really knows very much about what
to do in case of an atomic bombing?)

Yes.
("Tho would you say really knows about this?)

The scientists who have been studying the effects since before
Japa.n.
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(iThat do you think you'd do if you heard over the radio that your city
was in immediate danger of an atomic bomb attack?)

If Civil Defense had already heen set up I would do the job: thal
had been assigned to me; but if we still hadn't gotten around to
taking this thing seriously, why then I would crawl uncder a bad
with my family and pray.

(¥hat is the first thing you would try to do after the attack?)

I would thank God I was there to do comething; and if Civil Defense
hadn!'t provided me with o job %o do, I would run across the
street to the nearby hospital and offer my services.

(¥hat do vou think you would try to do after that?)
Vthatever I was told to do by a competent authority.

(Well, how about your neighbors or people generally--do you think they
would help each other out, or do you think they'd be mainly concerned
with their own safety?)

Once again I think it depends or the individual.
(Thy do you say that?)

Being a person who has quite a bit of faith in the inherent
goodness of man, I feel that once they realized they were still
in one piece most people's next thought would be for the friend
and neighbor,

(What do you think would be the most important things that would have to
be done in the city right after an attack?)

e would have to be certain that the essentials to living-—vater
supply, etc.=-=would still be functioning; if not, temporary
means must be set ups Then would be care for the living but
wounded as well as burial of the dead.

(Anything else?)
There will be numerous other thinpgs to be done such as getting
our important, if not essential, transportation system, lighting,
and so on repaired and operating.

(Whose job would you say it is to get these things done?)

I would say the overall job belongs to all those living and able,
bul the individual jobs should bte allocated amongst the people
who have had proper training prior to any attack.
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(So far I've been asking you about what an atomic bomb would do to a city
and what would happen to people. Now I'd like to talk to you about what
might be done to prepare in advance for such an attack.

First of all, what about the system of civil defense our cities had in the
last war. 'hat did you think of it?)

Civil defense, in terms of what we are talking aboult now, was non-
existent in the last war in my opinion.

(hy?)
By that I do not mean to say that Civil defense was not adequate.
At that time I do not feel that anyone really took seriously the
threat of an air raid here, except perhaps in the coastal cities
such as San Francisco and New York., I was too far removed from
them to fully realize what preparations they were making.

(Was there anything you felt was particularly good about it?)
Any effort that was made at least gave the civilian at home the

feeling that he, too, had a job to do; but I do not feel that its
value extended far beyond that.

(Was there anything else you felt was particularly bad about it?)
No, I didn't feel there was the need for alarm then.
(Did you or any member of your family take any part in it?)
Noe.
(As far as you know, who is in charge of civil defense in your city now-—
E?;yigate govermment, the federal govermment, the city pgovernment, or the

Nobody, since the mayor not only hasn't found anyoue yet, but
now states there seems to be no hurry.

(How about the way your city is set up now? Do you think it'd be able to
do a good joh of taking care of people after an atemic attack if it were
to happen right now?)

No.
(Tthy do you say that?)

No efforts have been even begun as yet.
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I think shelters should be built, jobs assigned to individuals,
and the general public should be'bombarded with a thorough educa-
tional program on the effects of and their jobs in an atomic
attack.

(How do vou feel about Lhe things Ehey’re doing now to prepare?)

I feel gso far it is all talk and no action.
(tlhy do you feel that way?)

Because nobody, at least in the city of Cleveland, seéms to be
making any definite steps toward preparation.

(Do you think they should begin a campaign now to get people to work in
civil delense°)

Yes, but first get our leader and then give us a plan.

(Do you think this preparation should be the job of the city government,
or do you thinl getting your city ready to take care of an atomic attack
should)be the job of the Federal Government, the Army, or some other
group?

The city govermment under an coverall plan proposed and perhaps
coordinated Ly the Federal Government.

(Well, which one do you think should take the lead?)

The Federal Government should tale the lead so that all cities
can begin their own preparation in a unified way, rather than
leaving it up to each city's own interest or lethargy.

(“That about the American Legion, the Red Cross, and organizations like
that=~do you think they should nlay a2 part in getting your city ready to
meet an attock?)

The Red Cross, of course, will be an important part of any such
preparation. #nd all other appropriate organizations should
cooperate wherever they can be most useful.

(What do you think they could do?)

They can get their members to offer their services as a unified,
already organized group and the civil defense leader in the city
can decide where they best fit in--whether as an organization

or as individuals.
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(Do you think most of the actual work in a civil defense program will
have to be done by ordinary people who've had some training, cr will rosth
of the work be a job for regular firemen and policemen?)

The actual work, I feel, will have to be shared by all,
(Why do you say that?)

The effects of such a bombing will be so vast that the help of
all those who can possibly help will be needed.

(Do "you think ordinary people can do a good enough job?)
Yes, if they have been prepared ahead of tine.
(¥hy do you feel that way?)

Because who are the regular firemen and policemen but ordinary
people who have been trained for a job?

(Here's a list of jobs that might have to be done in such a program:
1. Tighting fires
2. watching for and reporting fires
3. spotting airplanes
. getting children and old people out of danger areas
Y. giving first aid to injured and burned people
6. rescuing people from wrecked buildings
“hich do you think you could do or could be trained to do?)

feel I could be trained for any one of them, but probably giving
first aid would be more in my line.

(ffould there be anything that would worry you about doing these Jobs?)
Mot if I had the confidence that my training was adequate.

(What if this work had to be done in places where there were a lot of
dead and injured psople and where there could be danger from fire and
atomic rays--under these conditions how would you feel about taking part
in civil defense worl?)

If T had a2 job to do I would do it as long as I felt it was
necessary and helpful; for in a situation like this one cannot
merely think of one's self,

(Are there any things in your viork or personal life that might make it
hard for you to work in civil defense or keep you from doing it?)

No.
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(*lhat about a set-up where certain people would take care of children and
sick people so that everybody elsc could work on civil defense. ‘ould
you be willing to go along with a plan like this, or do you feel tne
best thing you could do would be to stick with your own family?)

I feel that my first desire would be to stick with my own family,
but that the best and most efficient thing would be a set-up
such as you suggest. I would go along with it in view of the
seriousness of any such situction,

(A1l in all, do you think all this preparation for civil defense can
really do any good if there's an atomic attack?)

Yes.

(To close now, do you find this topic of atomic bombing interesting, or
do you wish there weren't so much tall: about it?)

I don't like the tall;, bul the more talk the better,
(ihy do you feel that way?)
Tecause we cannot be ostriclies and hide our heads in the sand.

It is far belter to be prepared and not to have bo use the
preparation than to find out that it is too little too late.
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This interview was taken in a midwestern urben center. The respondent

is an insurance broker, is over sixty, and is married. He has a ninth-
grade education and an income over $5000, He is a member of a frateirnal
organization and of a professional group, has voted in the last two local
elections, and is favorable in his attitude toward his city.

(How do you feel about the way things are going here in this country these
days?)

I am very concerned.
(How do you mean?)

All this has brought on a little nervous breakdown on my part. I
think we have an irresponsible government running the country.
You don't know what is gpoirng to happen, you cen't adjust yourself,
and you can't make plans.

(Are there any other things that are happening here in this country that
upset or disturb you?)

Yes,
(¥hat things are you disturbed about?)

Those officers of the unione are tc blame for much of our domestic
troubles, People building & home are always troutcled with the
unions. A home could be built in three months, but you are
fortunate if you can get it built in nine or ten months; it is due
to strikes of the labor unions,

(How much would you say you've been bothered or worried about things in
this country--very much, quite a bit, some, just a little, or not much?)

Very much.
(How do you feel about what's happening in the world these days?)

Of course the farther away you are from what is happening in the
world the less you think about it. T den't believe our boys have
any right to Le over in Korea. I haven't given too much thought
to the rest of the world——re should just leave them alcne. Let
thoge countries take care of themselves,
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(Are there any other things about what's happening in the world today
that have upset or disturbed you?)
Nothing else.
(What things are you disturbed about?)
This Formosa business is bothering me; we shouldn't turn it over
to the Reds. MacArthur knows what it is 2ll about and he will

take care of things.,

(How much would you say you've been bothered or worried about things in
the world--very much, quite a bit, some, just a little, or not much?)

Some.
(*Mmich would you say has bothered you or been on your mind most: the way
things are geing in this country or the way things are going in the wvorld
generally?)
This Korea business bothers me personally. It shows the trends
the government is taking and that isn't right. I don't believe the
American people are in favor of it.
(Speaking of world affairs, how likely do you think it is that we're in
for another world war--n¢ question about it, very likely, probably, about
a fifty-fifty chance, probably not, very unlikely, or absolutely not?)
Probhably not.
("Thy do you feel that way?)
I don't kmow if this country could stand ancther war. 1 guess
that!s about all, Russia may give us trouvble if we are looking

Tor it. If we leave them alone they will leave us alone.

(If war does come, do you think it's likely tc happen in the next six
months, the next year or two, or when?)

Couple of years at least.
(If you were asked at the present time to work on a civil defense wroject,
like learning to fight fires or taking care of people wounded in a btombing

attack, and so on, how would you feel about it?)

I don't think it is necessary for everyone to help.
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(Why would you feel that way?)

I saw so much rubbish in the last war that didn't mean anything,
so I don't feel it'is necessary and it will just bLe a traste of
time, If you had to do it that would be different. It is just
the doings of the bureaucrats to make you think it is more serious
than it is.

{Are there any things in civil defense you feel you would be willing to do?)

Only if I am forced to help or it was definitely necessary, not
just created.

(In case we have another world war, how well do you think the Army and
Air TPorces could do in preventing air attacks on our cities?)

I think eventually they would, but at first they would be cut of
Tuck,

(ifhat makes you say that?)
The country is pretiy big and prcbebly it is nhysically
impossible to protect it all with the equipment we have now.
You have just so much equipment and it will protecit just so much
territory.
(A11 in all, would you say the Army and Air Forces could protect our
cities completely, protect them from heavy damage, or wouldn't he able to
prevent heavy damage?)
Other countries couldn't prevent it so how can we? Cermany had a
fine air force and they couldn't prevent it. e would have heavy
damage.

(If the United Stotes is attacked, do you think our cities are llkelj to
be hit with atomic bombs?)

Probably eastern cities.
(¥hy do you feel that way?)

They probably have a system vhere they could hurl it by aircrait
or from the sea. But we have the production and ability to stop it.

(hat about your city? Do you think it would be bombed?)

I den't think it would be profitable for them.



-28-
(Do you think your city is more likely or less likely to be attacked ilian
other big cities?)
Even chance, being an inland city.
(%hy do you say that?)
You would think they weuld went to do wmore military demage.
Chicago is spread out and the factories zren't in the city anymore,
They're on the outskirts of the city. The city has ne military
value to make it a target for bombing., If the bomb is as they say,
by putting one in the lake it would aifect the water of the lale

and do harm.

(In case we have another world war, do you think your city will be in
danger from any other kind of enemy activities or attacks?)

It would be tried,
(*That kinds?)

If they could do something to cripple electric and utility companies,
that would do the trick and would be a major hamper to industries.

(How about an enemy purposely spreading germs, or what they call biolongical
warfare: do you think there would be any danger like that to your city?)

They might, but you can't say how successful it would be because of
the big area the city covers.

(How about poison gas, or what they call chemical warfare?)}
No.,

(0f all these-—-germs, atomic bombs, poison gas, sabotage--vhich do you
think is most likely to be used?)

Sabotage.
(ihich one do you think would be the most terrible?)
| Sabotage.
(*lny do you feel that way?)
There are people in this country in the last twenty years that have
developed hatred ageinst America and they would like to get at big

industry just generally. A lot of labor heads would like to get
back at business.
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(Suppose an atomic bomb were dropped in the center of your city. “that
do you think would be the results?)

It is hard to visualize~~I just wouldn't know. They are gresily
publicized, but in reality you don't know how they would worik out.

(Do you think it would be any different from an attack with ordinary
bombs?)

Apparently.

(In what ways would it be different?)
e have no knowledge of the A-~bomb except from one place: +thet is
a Japanese city., It did such a large amount of damage over so
much greater area than ordinary bombs did,

(‘that do you think would happen to the people?)

If they had a chance they would leave the city. I just wouldn't
know,

(Have you heard of radicactivity or atomic rays or something like that in
connection with the bomb?)

Yes, I read it.
(that have you heard about it?)

It seems that the particles the bombs are made up of will travel
through the air for some distance,

(that else have you heard that these rays do to people?)

Just from reoding: it will make different kinds of burns on the
human body. I'm not up en that; I'm just not interested in it,

(About how far away from where the bomb falls do you think these rays
would be dangerous?)

Perhaps fifty miles.,

(How long after a bomb explodes do you think these rays are dangerous to
people?5

Imnediately and for several weeks after.

(Is there any way at all of finding oui whether or not these rays are
around?)

Yes,
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(How do you mean?)
They have testing machines or instruments.

{Do you think anybedy in this country really knows very much about what
an atomic bomb would do to a eity?)

I doubt it. T even doubt that scientists know; they ¥would have to
have an actual test.

(In the last year or so, have you read or heard anybthing ahout the effects
of atomic bombs?)

No.

(Is there anything on how an atomic bomb would affect your city or the
people in it that you'd like to know more about?)

Ho.

{(:That do you think your city would be like after an attack: do you think
it could operate pretty much as usual for the first few days after an
atomic bomb hit, or would the city be at a stand-still?)

It would be at a stand-still.
(“hat do you think things would be like?)

If it was an A~homb it would affect the whole city, with no
utilities, lights out, no water. Tt is a pretty big city made of
stone and steel and I don't know if it could do all that damage,
as they say. I don't think it will be as bad as they say.

(About how long do you think it would take the city to start rolling
. again--with lights and gas on, buses and street cars rurning, snd stores
open?)

Because of radiation, it depends on how long it would take to get
rid of the effects of it., I couldn't say any definite time.

(What about the pevple who are still living: what would things be like
for them right after an attack?)

lell, it may have the same effect on the people as the Chicago
fire had--confusion and so forth--but I doubt that it would be
that bad. I just haven't read anything on the A-bomb.

(If an atomic bomb hit in the center of your city, how far away from
where it Ffell do you think everybody would be killed?}

I would say a nile,
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(From what you've heard, what would cause most of the deaths?)
The radiation and burns caused by it.

(Is there anything else about the bomb that would kill or harm people?)
The direct blowing up perhaps, the eruption of the bomb.,

(Suppose you were standing out in the open: what do you think is the
nearest you could te to an atomic explosion and still be safe?)

Ten miles.

{Have you heard or read anything about what a person ought to do for his
‘ own safety if there were an atom bomb attack?)

Yes,
(*That were some of these things?)
Try to get underground~-in the cellar, they say.

(Do you think you know as much as a person can know now about how to take
care of yourself and your family in case of an atomic attack?)

No.
(Are there things you'd like to !mow more about?)
NO .

(Do you think anybody in this country really knows very much about what to
do in case of an atomic bombing?)

I‘IO .

(What do you think you'd do if you heard over the radio that your city
was in immediaie danger of an atcmic bomb attack?)

Ilake a run for the country.

(Suppose you were in the city during the bombing: what do you think would
be the first thing you'd try to do after the attack?)

There would be too much confusion to d¢ much. I would try to pet
out of the city. .

(iThat do you think you would try to do after that?)

Never having been in a position like that, I wouldn't know.
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(W7ell, how about your neighbors or people generally--do you think they would
help each other out, or do you think they'd be mainly concerned with their
own safety?)

I think there will be a lot of help.
(Why do you say that?)

I think the American people are inclined to help in an emergency
of any kind.

(What do you think would be the most importent things that would have to
be done in the city right after an attack?)

ifell, somehow or other to get rid of the effects of the bomb.
Try to get things in order and take care cf the wounded.

(Anything else?)
I can't think of anything.
(tThose job would you say it is to get these things done?)

City officials and other leaders developed for that kind of an
emergency and the people themselves.

(So far I've been asking you about what an atomic bomb would do to a city
and what would happen to people. Now I'd like to talk to you about what
might be done to prepare in advance for such an attack.

First of all, what about the system of civil defense our cities had in the
last war. Uhat did you think of it?)

Nothing, absolutely nothing. It was the most foolish thing they
did. It was just a lot of bunk,

(Wfas there anything you felt was particulerly good about it ?)
Nothing that I could see.

(Was there anything you felt was particularly bad about it?)
The things I saw, like the warcdens chasing balloons, and just
everything. The wardens and everyone just didn't know what they
were doing. I just thought it was all foolish.

(Did you or any member of your family take any part in it?)

o
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(ts far as you know, who is in charge of c¢ivil defense in your city now--
the state govermment, the federal government, the city government, or the
Army?)

The city.
(How about the way your city is.set up now? Do you think it'd be able to
do a good job of taking care of people after an atomic attack if it were
%o happen right now?),

Fairly well.
(hy do you say that?)

The city is well organized for emergencies, whether it is a fire

or an explosion or any disaster that may happen. I don't mean

the city so much as private institutions and business places,

(E:atkgg you think oupght to be done now to prepare for a possible atomic
avtaciKy

NMothing that I can forsee.

(How do you feel about the things they're doing now io prepare?)

I have no lmowledge of anything being done.

{Do you think they should begin a campaign nov to get people to work in
civil defense?)

I'm against it, but I believe in preventing wars. This prepa-
ration is all unnecessarye.

(Do you think this preparation should be the job of the city povernment,
or do you think getting your city ready to take care of an atomic attack
should be the job of the Federal Government, the Lrmy, or some other
group?)

Private groups, or better yet, industrial leaders. Politicians
do more talk than action,

("hy?)

ilhenever there are politicians in it there is always a ness.,
They just want votes and what they can gain; they don't have the
people's interest at heart. Private industry can do a better job.
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(¥hat about the American Legion, the Red Cross, and organizations lile
that--do you think they should play a part in getting your city ready to
meet an attack?)

No.
(What do you think they could do?)

I don't think either one is capable of doing much good or help
in any way. The Red Cross is too much of a political group.

(Do you think most of the actual work in a civil defense program will
have to be done by ordinary people who've had some training, or will most
of the work be a job for regular firemen dnd policemen?)

Ordinary people will have to help.
(tmy do you say that?)

The policemern. and firemen don't have enough men and it isn't a
big enough organization; it would be too immense for then.

(Do you think ordinary people can do a good enough job?)
Yes,
(WThy do you feel that way?)

They alweys have been able to. That has been demonstrated in the
past in other disorders.

(Here's a list of jobs that might have to be done in such a programs
1, fighting fires.
2. watching for and reporting fires.
3. spotting airplanes.
i, getting childreh and old people out of danger areas.
5, giving first aid to injured and burned people,
6. rescuing people from wrecled buildings.
Tthich do you thinlk you could do or could be trained to do?)

Getting children and old people out of danger areas.
(tfould there be anything that would worry you about doing these jobs?)
Mo.

(*What if this work had 4o be done in places where there were a lot of dead
and injured people and where there could be danger from fire and atonic
rays—under these conditions how would you feel about toking part in

civil defense work?)

If it had to be done, I feel I would have to do it the same as the
rest of them.
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(Are there any things in your work or personal life that might make it
hard for you to do work in civil defense or keep you from doing it?)

Mo

(A1l in all, do you think all this preparation for civil defense cen recally
do any good if there!s an atomic attack?)

I doubt it, because there is nothing known about it or how to
prepare egainst it in a city like Chicago or a modern city.

(To close now, do you find this topic of atomic bombing interesting, or
do you wish there weren't so much talk about it?)

I don't care to hear about it.
(*Thy do you fecl that way?)

I feel the whole thing is unnecessary if we mind our ovm business
and stay out of everyone else's business, *ars could be prevented.
1f George ‘ashington was alive todey and we follewed his doctrines,
the fmerican people wouldn't have to fear A-bombs or war with
other countries.
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This sixty-two year old housevife was interviewed in a larpge eastern
community. She is an immigrent from Ireland and has a ninth-grade education.
Her husband is a linotype operator and their income, including rentals,

is over 5000, They belong to a church club and her husband is a member of
a union. She voted in the last two local elections and is favorable in

her attitude toward the city in which she lives.
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(How do you feel about the way things are going here in this country these
days?)

Tell, it's not too good. Not with all the problems we have these
days.

{(How do you mean?)

ell, there's this war business and the young men bheing sent to
¥orea. And the cost of living is right out of this world.

(Are there any other things that are happening here in this country that
upset or disturb you?)

Yes. The graft of the politicians and the police, too,
(Anything else?)

Yes, All the terrible things the politicians say about each
other, It's a shame people have so much hate in their hearts,

(How much would you say you've been bothered or worried about things in
this country--very much, quite a bit, some, just a little, or not much?)

Some. I could worry lots more, but if I do I'11 malce mysel{ sick
and that's feolish.

(How do you feel about whal's happening in the vorld these days?)
Just the same--only worse. It's dovmright bad, I think.

(“hat do you have in mind?)
The vrar. The way the savages are killlog our peonle in Korea.

(Are there any other things aboubt whet's happening in the world today that
have upset or disturbed you?)

Yes. The way Vishinsky and lioclotov treat the Americans at the
U. N, It tuins my stomach to hear it.



(Anything else?)

ell, the way the foreigners are spending the money we send them—-
and the way it makes our taxes jump.

{How much would you say you've been bothered or worried about things in
the world--very much, quite a bit, some, just a little, or noi much?)

Plenty vorried. Say quite a bit.,
(¥hich would vou say has bothered you or been on your mind most: the way
things are pgoing in this country or the way things are going in the world

generally?)

It's all together, to me. But I guess the world corditions are
TIOTSE. '

{Speaking of world affairs, how likely do you think it is that we're in
for another world war--no question about it, very likely, probably, about
a fifty-fifty chance, probably not, very unlikely, or absolutely not?)

Aren't we in it already? I think we're in the third world war
right now.

(thy do you feel that way?)
“lell, I can't see why my nephews are being drafted, unless the
government thinks this Forean war is the opening gun of a world

war.

{(If war does come, do you think it's likely to heppen in the next six
months, the next year or two, or when?)

As I see it, it's likely to happen tomorrow--or next week.
(If you were asked at the present time to work on a civil defense project,
like learning %o fight fires or taking care of people wounded in a bombing
attack, and so on, how would you feel about it?)

If I could be of use I'd help,
(Why would you feel that way?)

I think we'll all have to help. That's our duty. Te have o do
what we can.
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(How would you feel about giving a few hours a week for at least six months
to learning this lind of work?)

I'm no good at learning. Can't seem to keep my mind on it. But
I can help some way, I know.

(Are there any things in civil defense you feel you would be willing to do?)

I heard they might need women to work in nurseries or cook. 1T can
do that; I'd be good at it.

(In case we have another world war, how well do you think the Army and
Air Forces could do in preventing air attacks on our cities?)

They'd try--they'd do their best, But I don't know if they could
prevent it entirely. :

(iThat makes you say that?)

Those Russians are so tricky. How do we know they haven't got some
bombs right here in this country now? It would be just like thenm
to snealk a few in here. .

(A1l in all, would you say the Army and Air Forces could protect our cities
completely, protect them from heavy damage, or wouldn't be able to prevent
heavy demage?)

I don't lnow that. It would all depend on how they were equipped
to fight=-how many planes there were and how much radar was used.
(Interviever asks repondent if she could say how she really feels
about this question.) If I did do that, I'd say we dontt need to
worry because we have the finest air force in the world. Only I
do anyway because the Hussians are so sneaky.

(If the United States is attacked, do you think our cities are likely to
be hit with atomic bombs?)

Oh yes, you can be sure of that. If the Russians have the bombs,
they won't come over here and leave the bombs at home.

(¥hy do you feel that way?)

If they come over here they'll try to scare us. They'll try to
kill as many of us as they can--quick, right off--to discourage us,

(What about your city? Do you think it would be bombed?)

I suppose so. Yes.
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{Do you think your city is more likely or less likely to be attacked than
other big cities?)
liore likely, I guess.
(*lhy do you say that?)
Well, all the talking Russia does about the capitalists and the
Wall Street gang. ‘iouldn't she love to drop a bomb on them?

Give her real pleasure to do that,

{(In case we have another vworld war, do you ihink your city will be in danpger
from any other kind of enemy activities or attacls?)

Yes,.
(What linds?)

The spies, the Russian agents in this country. They'd try to
sabotage everything to hinder us from fighting well,

(How about an enemy purposely spreading germs, or what they call biological
warfare: do you think there would be any danger like that to your city?)

I don't think so, no. FPBecause our doctors knew more arout Lhat
than the Russians do, and they lmow that we'd go right over to
Russia and drop worse germs. If they ever did thet, we'd have to
have cur revenge on them,

(How about poison gas, or what they call chemical varfare?)

No, I think they'd skip that, too. The atum bomb is deadlier and
kills people quicker,

(0f all these--perms, atomic bombs, poiscon gas, s2bovege--~which do you
think is most likely to be used?)

. The atom bomb.
(fhich one do you think would be the most terrible?)
The aton bomb.
(thy do you feel that viay?)

7ell, it's terrific. All those reports about Hiroshima can't be
lies. The atom bomb is right out of this world.
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(Suppose an atomic bomb were dropped in the center of your city. 7ihat do

you think would be the results?)
Ruin, destruction, panic, mass killings. It would be terrible.

(Do you think it would be any different frem an attack with ordinary bombs?)
Yes, of course.

(In what ways would it be different?)
It spreads so much further and kills so many more people. You
know, though, in a2 way it's more merciful. Better to have one
bomb than to have little bombs dropping all over the place night
after night, This way you'd be scared, but you wouldn't have to
expect to meet your llaker every day. Those atom bombs are so
expensive they can't have too many of them to use.

(i7hat do you think would happen to the people?)
God help us all. “Te'd either be killed or have our family or
friends killed, I'm sure. Everyone would be in despair; everyone
would Le affected.

(Anything else?)
No, except that it would be like the end of the world,

(Have you heard of radiocactivity or atomic rays or something like that in
connection with the Lomb?)

Yes, I read ahbout that.
(¥Mhat have you heard about it?)

They ﬁurn--burn terribly. They can kill you if the blasi doesn't.
(that else have you heard that these rays do to people?)

They blind them--and burn the clothes off their backs and the flesh
off their vones.

(About how far away from where the bomb falls do you thirnk these rays would
be dangerous?)

I think it's about two miles.
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(How long after a bomb expledes do you think these rays are dangerous to
people?s

I don't know that. Maybe for a day or two--but it seems to me
I read that they keep getting weaker.

(Is there any way at all of finding out whether or not these rays are
around?)

Yes=~a machine., I forget what they call it.
(How do you mean?)

It's like 2 thermometer, I think. It tells how many rays are
around and how strong the rays are.

(Do you think anybody in this country really imows very much about what an
atomic bomb would do to a city?)

Surely. The men who went into Japan after the bombs were dropped,
(ho would really know?)

I think it was the Army thet went in--or was it the Marines? ind
of course lir. Lilienthal end his workers should know that, too.

(In the last yeer or so, have you read or heard anything about the effects
of atom bombs?)

Yes. I read a story in the magazine akout it.
(¥fnat sort of things have you read or heard?)

It told what would happen if 2 bomb fell in New York City. I
think it was kind of exaggerated, though,

(Where have you read or heard about these things?)

I forget if was the Saturday Evening Post or Colliers., It was a
few vieeks ago. :

(Do you think these things you've heard or read give you a good idea of
what would happen if an atom bemb hit?)

Yes. At least they give me some idea, even if the men who wrote
those stories did exagpgerate.

(Why do you say that?)

Well, it gave me a good healthy scare. It made me realize how
sericus it could be.



L2-

(Is there anything on how an atomic bomb would affect your city or the
people in it that you'd like to know more about?)

No, it would just worry me. If one comes, then I'1l do what I can
to help other people--always presupposing the good Lord spares me

when the bomb falls. But I'm not going to get myself all excited

and looking for trouble.

(Why is that?)

I only work well when I'm not nervous. I kind of have to have
something hit me quick; then I'm calm and sensible, Dut if I go
worrying about things before they happen, I make myself sick and
I'm no good at all,

(What do you think your city would be like after an attack: do you think
it could operate pretty much as usual for the first few days after an
atomic bomb hit, or would the city be at a stand-still?)

Oh my, nol It wouldn't operate at all. It would be at a dead
stand-still,

(What do you think things would be 1like?)

Terrible., It would be a mass of ruins., And the people, God help
them, would be killed or badly injured. Those that were spared
would be almost crazy from the shock and the lLorror., Like lost
souls--no place to go--, they'd wish they'd been killed, too. If
a bomb falls, a lot of people who never believed in Hell will
believe in it all of a sudden,

(About how long do you think it would take the city to start rolling again--
with lights and gas on, buses and street cars running, and stores open?)

Menths. Maybe a year. Section by section they'd have to work on
it. Some sections might be cleared up faster than others, but I
think it would take at least a year before the whole city was
running nice and smooth again. That doesn't mean rebuilding, you
know, Rebuilding will take about-twenty or thirty years,

(What about the people who are still living: what would things be like for
them right after an attack?)

I told you they'd be like lost souls--souls who had seen hell, I
think there'd be lots of them who wouldn't want to go on living;
theyt'd probably commit suicide. But of course, too, there'd be
some who'd run away--as far as they could get from New York--to
save their own skins, That's an animal instinct, I heard. Dut it
comes out more in some people than it does in others. Some people
would probably go crazy, too.
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(If an atomic bomb hit in the center of your city, how far away from where
it fell do you think everybody would be killed?)
I think I heard it was within a half mile. Is that right?
(From what you've heard, what would cause most of the deaths?)
Burns. The heat of the blast and the rays, too. In New York we'd
also have another danger. The skyscrapers would be tumbling and
the steel and the bricks and the stones would perhaps kill more
people than the burns or the rays would.

(Is there anything else about the tomb that would kill or harm people?)

Tell, there's no gas in it from what I've heard. But it would
contaninate all the food and the water so it weuld be poisonous,

(Suppose you were standing out in the open: what do you think is the
nearest you could be to an atomic explosion and still be safe?)

Well, let's see, If it can kill at half a mile, say ten times that
to be safe. I'd say maybe five miles away you'd be safe.

(Have you heard or read anything about what a person ought to do for his
own safety if there were an atom bomb attack?)

Yes., Get down on the ground or the floor, 2nd get under something
if you can.

(Anything else?)

Yes. Stay where you are till you're told it's safe to move, And
keep your eyes covered. Wash yourself as fast as you can.

(Do you think you know as much as a person can know now aboul how ic take
care of yourself and your family in case of an atomic attack?)

I'd just go dovm cellar with my husband, if the bomb came now.
I think the President is going to send people directions on what
to do, though. Right now I don't know much.

(Are there things you'd like to know more about?)
Just how to help.  Us--and our neighbors, toe. If there's a bomb
and God spares me, 171l know he means me to try to help others.
And I'11 do it, just to thank Him for saving me.

(Do you think anybody in this country really knows very much about what to
do in case of an atomic bombing?)

The experis must know,
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(*ho would you say really knows about this?)

The Army generals. And the doctors who are studying it. The men
who work with atoms, and maybe the Red Cross disaster unit.

(What do you think you'd do if you heard over the radio that your ciily was
in immediate danger of an atomic bomb attack?)

I'd get my husband and go right down cellar and stay there till the
#A1Ll clear" sounded.

(Suppose you were in the city during the bombing: what do you thinlk would
be the first thing you'd try to do after the attack?)

I'd do whatever I was told to do by the people in charge. All the
stores must have people who will be in charge of the customers if
there's a bombing.

(*lhat do you think you would try to do after that?)

I'd do as I was told to dcs T could cook or help nurse the wounded,
or I could even run errends. I'm sixty-two, tut my feet, thank

God, don't bother me so I could wallk all right. Because of course
the bus wouldn't be running.

(fell, how about your neighhors or people generally-—do you thinlk they would
help each other out, or do you think they'd be mainly concerned with
their own safety?)

Oh yes, they'd see to their owm families first; that's human nature.
But as soon as they could they'd help their neighbors and friends.

(Thy do you say that?)

Because I've lived here nineteen years and I know these pecople. I
know that they always go to the aid of people when there is trouble,

(What do you think would be the most important things that would have to
be done in the c¢ity right after an attack?)

Everyone would have to dothe job they could do best. The firemen
and policemen would have to put out fires and protect the people.
And the men would probably have to help clear the streets of rubble
because the ambulances would have to get through. The men vwiould
also have to try to rescue people who were hit by falling buildings.
The women could help by taking care of the injured and by trying

to see that families found each other. There'd be plenty of work
fer everybedy.



(Anything else?)
Tell, the children would have to be cared for--and the old peunla,
(YMhose job would you say it is to get these things done?)

It's everybody's job. At a time like that everyone would have to
help . :

(So far I've been asking you about what an atomic bomb would do to a city
and what would happen to people. Now I'd like to %alk to you aboui what
might be done to prepare in advence for such an attack,

First of all, what about the system of civil defense our cities had in the
last war. ifhat did'you think of it?)

It was pretty good out here.
(Why?)

¥Well, our wardens were very strict. And the families who thought
it was smart not to obey the instructions socon found out that their
own neighbors didn't stand for that nonsense, so they got into
line and followed orders like the rest of us. They had to, or
they'd have been in trouble with all of us. 7ar's no time for
fooling or shooting off your mouth.

(:7as there anything you felt was particularly good about it?)
Yes, the cooperation between the wardens and the people,
(Was there anything you felt was particularly bad ebout it?)

Mo, except that when nothing.happened a lot of the workers got
tired of- it and dropped out.

(Did you or any member of your family take part in it?)

Mo. In this neighborhcood it was the young men around thirty or
forty years old who worked on i%. My husband had high blood
pressure even then sc he couldn't help.

(As far as you know, who is in charge of civil defense in your city now—-
the state government, the federal govermment, the city govermment, or the
Army?)

I think it is the city and the federal govermment. That Devey,
hefs not interested in stuff like that. Ille only wants to grab
the noney and speak at dinners at the swank hotels,
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(How about the way your city is set up now? Do you think it'd be able
to do a good job of taking care of people after an atomic attack if it
were to happen right now?§

No, not now. It's not ready yet. It's just getting started on
the worlk.

(Why do you say that?)

Because I read that Mr. Wallender is going to run it and he's
asking now for volunteers. Just this week he asked that.

(What do you think ought to be done now to prepare for a possible atomic
attack?) :

Everything that can be done to help keep people safe: shelters,
and telling us what to do, and telling us what to expect, tooc,

(How do you.feel about the things they're doing now to prepare?)

Well, so far, they're just asking for volunteers. I think that's
good, certainly.

(Why do you feel that way?)

Because if those sneaky Russians ever bomb us, we'll need plenty
of volunteers who know what their job is and lmow how to do it.

(Do you thinkthey should begin a campaipn now to get people to work in
civil defense?)

Of course. That's what I've been saying.
(Do you think this preparation should be the job of the city government,
or do you think getting your city ready to take care of an atomic atiack
should be the job of the Federal Government, the Army, or some other group?)
I think it should be the city and the Federal Government together.
(¥hy?)
Because the Federal Government has more trained people~-all the
military and the scientists., They can teach the people in the
cities what to do.

(Well, which one do you think should take the lead?)

The Federal Government, by all means,



(Vhy?)

Because even though there's a lot of complaining and ridiculing
of the government in the papers, most people have more faith ir the
Federal Government than in the city gcvernment,

(What about the American Legion, the Red Cross, and organizations like
that--do you think they should play a part in getiing your city ready 1o
meet an attack?)

The Red Cross, yes. I don't know ebout the Legion, though. I
think of them more as marchers and running bazaars. I don't think
they're too serious-minded.

(*lnat do you think they could do?)

Yhatever they're fitted for; that'!s what they cen do best, ind
that's what they should do.

(Do you think most of the actual work in a civil defense program will have
to be done by ordinary people who've had some training, or will mecsi of
the work be a job for regular firemen and policemen?)

Everybody should help. The govermment, the officials, the police
and the {iremen, the doctors and nurses, the people who are
trained, and the ordinary people like me. 'e can all help,

(Why do you say that?)
Because there'll be work to do., And in a time like that, I think

most people will be willing to take orders., Everybody can't be
the boss. It's workers, not bosses, that will be needed.

(Do you think ordinary psople can do a good enough job?)
: . 8 g
Yes, '] do., -I think that with everyhody working and tzaking orders
from the people who are trained, we can help a lot to save lives and
get our city running again.

(Why do you feel that way?)

Because I think people--most people-~are very decent; they'll
work hard and pull together if theret!s real trouble.
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(Herets a list of jobs that might have to be done in such a program:
1. fighting fires
2. watching for and reporting fires
3. spotting airplanes
4, getting children and old people out of danger areas
5. giving first aid to injured and burned people
6. rescuing people from wrecked buildings
“Thich do you think you could do or could be trained to do?)

I could get children and old people out and I could take care of
the injured,

(Would there be anything that would worry you asbout doing these jobs?)

No. ‘Viomen could do that. Those are jobs for women and I could
help that way.

("That if this work had to be done in places where there a lot of dead and
injured people and vhere there could be danger from lire and atomic rays——
under these conditions how would you feel about taking pari in civil
defense work?)

If God spared me when the homb went off, I'd feel he had work for
me to do and he'd take cere of me while I was doing it. I'd still
want to help and I'd have faith in Him toc help me through.

{Are there any things in your work or personal life that might make it
hard for you to do work in civil defense or keep you from doing it?)

No. My husband has high blecod pressure, but I'd see he was sufe
before I left him. And I'm healthy myself. I'd be able to help,
I'm sure.

(What about a set-up where certain people would take care of children

and sick people so that everybody else could work on civil defense. 7ould
you be willing to go along with a plan like this, or do you feel the best
thing you could do would be to stick with your ovm family?)

Yes, that would be good, Now, that could be a place for older
women to work: women older than me or women whose feet hurt them
8o they can't be very active.

(*y do you feel that way?)

To tell the truth, if that's what I was asked to do, I'd bring
my husband right along with me. Then he could help, too, and I
could keep an eye on him at the same time. 1/e'd both be akle to
feel we weren't a couple of old crocks.
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(A1l in all, do you think all this preparation for civil defense can really
. do any good if there's an atomic attack?)

Of covrse. The Lord helps those who help themselves. We can't just
sit and wring our hands--that's very silly.

(To close now, do you find this topic of atomic bombing interesting, or do
you wish there weren't sc much talk about it?)

Usually I don't like to talk about it, but today I did like it,
You've been asking aboul how people can help if it comes. liost
times I hear about it, I hear nothing but horrible things-—~like
I'm going to be blown into little bits, or my clothes will be
burned off me and I'1l be lying naked in the streets. That talk
I don't like. '

(¥ihy do you feel that way?)

There's enough trouble in the world without trying to scare
peorle to death.
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This young woman was interviewed in a large east coast city. She is married,
lives with her parents, and is working toward a Master's degree in a city
college. She earns between $2000 and #2999 a year as a stenographer. She
belongs to no formal or informal organizations, voted in one of the last two
local elections, and likes the city in which she lives.

(How ?o you feel about the way things are geing here in this country these
days?

Generally, the standard of living is being depressed.
(How do you mean?)

The trend is in that direction. Vhen you have rising prices, and
high taxes, that's what happens.

(Are there any things that are happening here in this country that upset or
disturb you?)

The fear engendered in people is such that they are practlcwlly
- unwilling to express themselves freely.

(Anything else?)
Fear of war, in combination with what I've said before.

(How much would you say you've been bothered or worried about things in this
country--very much, quite a bit, some, just a little, or not much?%

I vwould say very much, or quite a bit.

(How do you feel about what's happening in the vorld these days?)
I feel that generally you find the same condition in the European or
vWlesternized world, About the Eastern areas, we don't know very muche.
But the standard of living there has also been depressed, There is

no freedom of speéch and the trend is toward tétaliterianism.

(Are there any things about what's happening in the world today that have
upset or disturbed you?)

Yes.
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(What things are you disturbed about?)

I thinlk I could apply essentially the same analysis. The trend is
toward a static condition rather than progress toward more liberty.

(How much would you say you've been bothered or worried about things in tie
world--very much, quite a bit, some, just a little, or not much?)

Very much.

(Which would you say has bothered you or been on your mind most: the way
things are going in this country or the way things are going in the world
generally?)

1 think there is a complete interrelation, and I naturally couldn't
separate them. But of course what happens here upsets me more,
personally.

(Speaking of world affairs, how likely do you think it is that we're in for
another world war-+no question about it, very llkely, probably, about a
fifty-fifty chance, probably not, very unlikely, or absolutely not?)

There is a time element involved. To my mind I would say it appears
to be fifty-fifty.

(Why do you feel that way?)
I say that because I feel war is not desirable for this country or
the world in general, but there is always a possibility. That means,

essentially, that one is thrust into war but doesn't desire it,

(If war does come, do you think it's likely to happen in the next six months,
the next year or two, or when?)

I'd give it another two years. It's not an immediate possibility.
(If you were asked at the present time to work on a civil defense project,
like learning to fight fires or taking care of people wounded in a bombing

attack, and so on, how would you feel about it?)

I don't foresee-a situation which would require it. Past wars have
never been fought here, and T don't see it now.

(Why do you feel that way?)

Certainly if you saw people injured you wouldn't go off into a
hermitage and stay there.
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(How would you feel about giving a few hours a week for at least six months
to learning this kind of work?)

Because T don't forésee the likelihood of -a war here, I can't ansver
that .

{In case we have another world war, how well do you think the Army and Air
Forces could do in preventing air attacks on our cities?)

I don't know how it's constituted at present, but I imagine the
possibilities for defense are good.

(‘What makes you saﬁ that?)

I can't conceive of an air attack on us. EBEurcpean countries aren't
equipped for it,

(A1l in all, would you say the Army and Air Forces could protect our cities
completely, protect them from heavy damage, or wouldn't be able to prevent
heavy damage?)

If one conceives of the possibility of an air attack on us, counter-
attack is not very effective., I don't know what scientific advances
have been made and I am therefore not equipped to answer that '
question,

(If the United States is attacked, do you think our cities are likely to be
hit with atomic bombs?)

I don't think so.
(Why do you feel that way?)

Well, this is completely opinion and I don't know how much weight
it carries: when you think of war, you think of war with Russia,
and I don't thinlt Russia is equipped. VY/hether or not the Eastern
bloc has the A~bomb is merely conjecture.

(What about your city? Do you think it would be bombed?)

When we leard about the Korean war I still stayed in New York; I
didnt't run off to a hole somewhere in the Rockies. I guess this
" shows that I didn't think it likely.

(Do you think your city is more likely or less likely to be attacked than
other big cities?)

There would be two ansvers: Perhaps if one conceives of an attack
on New York it would have a bad psychological effect., But other
cities, highly industrialized, would be more vulnerable,
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{In case we have another world war, do you think your city will be in danger
from any other kind of enemy activities or attacks?)
Yes.
(What kinds?)
Sabotage is a possibility.

(How about an enemy purposely spreading germs, cr what they call biological
warfare: dc you think there would be any danger like that to your city?)

I don't think so. There could be immediate retaliation by cur
using the atom bomb, and that would be too dangerous for an enemy to
play with.

(How about poison gas, or what they call chemical warfare?)
That!'s a possibility.

(Of all these--germs, atomic bombs, poison gas, sabotage--which do you think
is most likely to be used?)

You seem to be constantly taking me away from my original argument
that the war wouldn't be fought here. All kinds of warfarc are
terrible and I can't think of them in degrees., Whether you kill a
hundred at a time cr two is not the point.

(Suppose an atomic bomb were dropped in the center of your city. T/hat do
you think would be the resulis?)

The only evidence we have is Hiroshima and Nagasaki. I imagine
something similar and more destructive, because of concentration

of tall buildinpgs and the general congestion. In a political sense,
however, it might tend more than anything else to arouse the neople
against the enemy.,

(Do you think it would be any different from an attack w1th ordinary bombs?)
Yes,.

(In what ways would it be different?)
The A-bomb is mere dangerous and naturally would cause much more

destruction, I can't predict what would happen in the United States,
Of course the psychological effect would also be much greater.
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(What do you think would happen to the people?)
If there were any people left, you mean, Those not incapacitated
immediately would certainly fight rather than give in as they did
in Japan. But of course in Japan the atom bomb was preceded by
a rather lengthy war.

(Anything else?)
Nothing else I can thinlk of,

(Have you heard of radicactivity or atomic rays or something like that in
cormection with the bomb?)

Yes.

(What have you heard about it?)
Just what I've read in newspapers and a few articles in magazines,
The impression I get is that it's quite devastating, and that
the greater danger is in its lingering after~effects,

(What have you heard that these rays do io people?)}
I've seen plctures of the victims in Japan--of the burns, of the
devastation, of the destruction of agricultural growth. I've read

the biclogical consequences-~sterility and so on.

(About how far away from where the bomb falls do you think theze rays would
be dangerous?)

About five miles away.

(How long after a bomb explodes do you think these rays are dangerous to
people?)

Several months. I got the impression that it was many months.

(Is there any way at all of finding out whether or not these rays are
around?)

Yes.
(How do you mean?)

There are Geiger counters, (Laughs) I've read of a more efficient
one advertised in a pocket size.

{Do you think anybody in this country really knows fery much about what an
atomic bomb would do to a city?) :

I sheculd imagine so,



(¥o would really know?)

Atomic scientlsts who were on the mission to Bikini where the effects
were observed, in the time limits allowed., From what the effects
were in a rural area or an island it can be judged what would

happen in a city.

(In the last year or so, have you read or heard anything about the cffects
of atomic bombs?)

Yes,
(*lhat sort of t hings have you read or heard?)

I've read articles in newspspers. I've read /rms and the kan,
I've seen sometliing in the "Times" or the "Tribune" on the atomic
explosion in Russia. I've read a bool reviev—-I1 think it was on
Atomic Tarfare by sonebody. The review was a two-column letter
by Louis imford, I think in the "Hew York Times," in which he
took objection to the fact that the United States seemed to be
mobilizing for all-out atomic warfare without taking other arma-
ments into sufficient account.

(Do you think these things youtve heard or read give you a good idca of
what would happen if an atom bomb hit?)

A fairly good idea.
(YThy do you say that?)

I get 2 total impression. I don't visualize details but I do get
an idea of what can be expected,

(Is there anything on how an atomic bomb would affect your city or the
people in it that you'd like to know more about?)

Yes.

(What would you like to know more aboui?)
Mbout first-aid measures. 1 don't lnow if there really are any
proper precauticns which can be token, but if there are any I
would like te know about them.

{Anything else?)

O0ff-hand, no.
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(What do you think your city would be like after an attack: do you think
it could operate pretty much s usual for the first few days after an atomic
bomb hit, or would the city be at a stand-still?)

It would not operate very effectively, This city depends on trans—
portation. If the port were hit it would be at a complete stand-
still,

(What do you think things would be like?)
Terrible,

(About how long do you think it would take the city to stort rolling again--
with lights and gas on, buses and street cars running, and stores open?)

I thin!z it would take & long time. If you cen imagine zll the build-
ings reduced to rubble, and you have to start rebuilding.

(*That about the peonrle whe ars still living: what would things be like for
them right after an attack?)

The.enormity of the suffering is unimaginasble. It would take

grecter imagination than I possess to describz it. The psychological
impact on them is unpredictabtle. They would run about trying to

do whatever little they could, which I believe would be guite
ineffective.

(If an atomic bomb hit in the center of your city, how far away from where
it fell do you think everybody would be killed?)

As I recall, in Napaseld not everyone was killed within the one-
mile radius. Complete destruction occurs within a small radiuvs,
but other concomitant causes, like falling buildings, would also
make for many deaths,

(From what ycu!ve heard, what would cause most of the deaths?)

Destruction of the red corpuscles in the blood. The radicactivity
shatters the individual.

(Is there anything else about the bomb that would kill or harm people?)

TMire and shock.
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(Suppose you were standing out in the open: what do you think is the nearest
g
you could be to an atomic explosion and still be safe?)

Do you mean from the immediate or from the after-effects? (Intcr-
viewer says "immediate") ithin one mile, a hupe percentage vould
be killed; for five miles there would be effects which would shew
up later. . -

(Have you heard or read anything about what a person ought to do for his
own safety if there were an atom bomb attack?)

Yes.
(What were some of these things?)

I've heard of atomic shelters. ind of using cellars. Curl up near
a tree,s I don't think any of these things are effective. MHaybe a
little prayer would be useful,

(Do you think you know as much as a person can lmow now about how to take
care of yourself and your family in case of an atomic attaclk?)

No, of ccurse not.

(Are there things you'd like to know more about?)
I wonder how much more other people do know? There are lots of
things I'd like to know. Actually, although it's a thing that
can't be answered, I'd like to know the extent to which the bomb
Has been developed in the world.

(Do you think anybody in this country really knows very much about what %o
do in case of an atomic bombing?)

If you take a fatalistic attitude, then the answer is yes. There
is very little that can be done. Perhaps lying on the floor, But
it's a mockery to say that anything will make you safe.

(iTho would you say realiy knows about this?)
The scientisis at least know what can he known.

(What do you think you'd do if you heard over the radio that your city was
in immediate danger of an atomic bomb attack?)

Run to a cellar, e don't have a car so we can't run away. Though
I don't have faith in the protection of a cellar, there is a compul-
sion to do something. I'd call several friends and see what they
were doing, and I'd listen to the radio.
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(*7hat is the first thing you would try to do after the attack?)
I'd go out and see if I could help my neighbors.
(What de you think you would try to do after that?)
If all the people were taken care of, I'd try to make some arrange-—
ments whereby the city could survive and run--but it would-be a
long time before’ the wounded would all be cared for.
{Well, how about your neighbors or people generally--do you think they
would help each other ocut, or do you think they'd be mainly concerned with
their own safety?)
If there's a possibility of helping someone, they might., But the
nature of people is to work in the biological sphere of their ovm

families.

(What do you think would be the most important things that would have to be
done in the city right after an attack?)

As much as possible should be done for the sick and wounded.
(Anything else?)

Round up the children and evacuate them.
(*Those job would you say it is to get these things done?)

Whoever happens to be still standing on their feet.
(So far I've been asking you avout what an atomic bomb would do to a city
and what would happen to people. Now I'd like to talk to you about what
might be done to prepare in advence for such an attack.
First of all, what about the system of c¢ivil defense our cities had in the
last war. Vhat did you think of it?)

It was generally looked upon with amusement more than anything else.
{(Why?)

Although people did what they were supposed to, I don't think it
was done with any strong conviction of its utility.

(¥fas there any you felt was particularly good about it?)

I was disinterested because J couldn't take it seriously.
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(Was there anything you felt was particularly bad about it?)

.1 don't lmow.
(Did you or any member of your family take any part in it?)

Noe.
(As far as you know, who is in charge of civil defense in your city now—-
the state government, the federal zovermment, the city government, or the
Army?)

The city.
(How about the way your city is set up now? Do you think it'd be able to
do a good Jjob of taking care of people after an atomic attack if it were to
happen right now?)

No, I don't think so.
(vhy do you say that?)

As it is set up right now, I think that medical aid is quite
inadequate. Then how could we cope with an emergency?

attack?)
First aid stations should be set up, and greater hospital facilities
made possible. I understand they have already increased the frze
department. Druggists should stay open on Sundays,

(How dc you feel about the things they're doing now to prepare?)

I've heard talks about shelters and administrations set up for
emergencies, but I haven't fellowed these things too closely and I
don't know exactly what's being done,

(Do you think they should begin a campaign now to get people to work in
civil defense?)

They've begun one, essentially, but I don't think it too necessary,
except for the fact that it might teach us a Jitile more about
medicine in general--and that would always help.

(Do you think this preparation should be the job of the city goverrnment, or
do you think getting your city ready to take care of an atomic attack should
be the job of the Federal Government, the irmy, or some other group?)

It should be the job of the city with the cooperation of the Federsl
Government,
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(What about the American Legion, the Red Cross, and organizations like thai--
do you think they should play a part in getting your city ready to meet
an attack?)

The cooperation of the Red Cross is good. The Legion would bring it
down to army contreol.

{What do you think they could do?)
They could work with and under local authority.

(Do you think most of the actual work in a civil defense program will have
to be done by ordinary people who'!ve had some training, or will most of the
work be a job for regular {iremen and policemen?)

I{ anything does happen, it will be too big for the officials to
handle alene; therefore it will be the job of ordinary neople.

(Do you think the ordinary people can do a good enough job?)
YeS, I do.
(*hy do you feel that way?)

I don't think there is such a vast difference between people, Host
people of ordinary intelligence, given the necessary training, could
do the job., It depends on the individual,

(Here's a list of jobs that might have to be done in such a program:
1, fighting fires
2. watching for and reporting fires
3. spotting airplanes
i. getting children and 0ld people out of danzer areas
Se giving first aid te injured and burned people
6. rescuing people from wrecked buildings
Which do you think ‘you could do or could be Lralned to do?)

With a little training I suppose I could do almost any of them. I
would prefer to do any of the jobs from numbers two through five.

(Would there be anything that would worry you aboul doing these jobs?)

Responsibility is always a problem, but I have no particular
worries.
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(What if this work had to be done in places where there were a lot of dead
and injured people and where there could be danger from fire and atomic rays—-

under)these conditions how would you feel about taking part in civil defense
work?

If we have total warfare one .could either hide or do his bit, and
I think very few would hide. You face it if you can and fail if
you don't,

(Are there any things in your work or personal life that might make it hard
for you to do work in civil defense or keep you from doing it?)

Nothing could keep me from cooperating.
(¥hat about a set-up where certain people would take care of children and
sick people s0 that everybody else could work on civil defense. Would you
be willing to go along with a plan like this, or do you feel the best thing
you could do would be to stick with your own family?)

Yes, 1'd go along with such a plan.
(Why do you feel that way?)

In an emergency you must do whatever is best for all.

(A1l in all, do you think all this preparation for civil defense can really
do any good if there's an atomic attack?)

If there is an atomic attack it could do some good: we might better
aid the injured and get the city back in running shape.

(To close now, do you find this topic of atomic bombing interesting, or do
you wish there weren't so much talk about it?)

The important thing is not whether we should talk about it or not,
but what we say. OUne is constantly hounded Ly the imminence of an
atom bomb attack. There is more to the problem: outlaw it, and

then perhaps we could then talk aboul the more important thing--peace.



